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United States Department of the Interior

._.‘;‘

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

\N REPLY REFER TO: 661

- SEP | 7 197

Dr. Knox Mellon . } Z;Eﬁg .
State Historic Preservation Officer v
Office of Historic Preservation ' rrn{;urf{) o
California Department of Parks Tossizhve =

and Recreation ~ ) - :
P.0. Box 2390 6CT 21973
Sacramento, California 95811 OHP

Dear Dr. Mellon:

After careful consideration by the National Regiéter staff, we are
returning the nomination for the Hot Springs Road Historic District
in Orange County because it does not meet the National Register
criteria, : ‘

The resource does not qualify as a historic district. As proposed,

it consists of a serles of visually, geographically, and historically

isolated properties stretched out along what is only the approximate

route of the original Hot Springs Road. The recent alterations to

the appearance and route of the road itself and to its rural and

agricultural setting and the extensive gaps between the noncontiguous

surviving properties have seriously compromised the integrity and

cohesiveness of any district which might once have existed or any

ability it might once have possessed to convey a unifying sense of

time and place. It further appears that while certain ineligible

properties have been included in the district, such as the historic

marker, other potentially contributing properties may have been

excluded: the 1920's Mission Revival storefront and other struc-—

tures which meet the 50 year criterion; the O'Neill Ranch and other .
farm complexes; and subsurface resources with potential significance f

in historic archeology.

We have discussed with your staff the possibility that some of these '
resources could be individually eligible for the National Register -
and might be considered as separate nominations in the future, for
_ example, those portions of the road together with thelr rustic or
agrarian setting which maintain sufficient integrity to adequately
convey significant historical associations, or individual buildings
of architectural or historical merit. We urge you to provide close
professional guidance, in consultation with our staff, to the sponsors .
for any such submissions. =

Sincerely,

%4/44_/ ‘ : .
o Charles A, Herrington
. C Acting Keeper of the National Register






