
CEAL Meeting Minutes October 17, 2012 

• Caltrans in conjunction with the Chicano Park Steering committee completed the restoration of 18 murals 
in Chicano Park.  

Welcome and Caltrans Update:  

• The Martin Luther King Jr. mural was finished on State Route 94 near Home Avenue.  
 

Presented by Bill Figge, Deputy District Director, Planning Division 
Map-21:   

See CEAL website to view PowerPoint presentation and associated materials. 

See next page for Questions/discussion during presentation 

Carmen Sandoval asked “For the 805 South project, what are the lane widths?”  
Roundtable Discussion:   

Laurie Berman said that lane closures to support the work are planned, and that we have been using a variety of 
media to inform the public.  
 
In response to the above question, please see below for response sent to Carmen on 10/22/12: 
 
1. The current lane widths are temporary in the construction areas and will return to standard lane widths. 
2. The nearest lanes are 11 feet, but truck lanes remain a standard 12 feet. 
3. The I-805 South Project has a Hotline for inquiries and your calls will be returned.  888-941-5005 
4. You can also email I-805@keepsandiegomoving.com for update information or log on 
tokeepsandiegomoving.com for the current fact sheets. 
 
Carmen Sandoval said that “she noticed an increase in usage of SR-125 as a result of the lowered toll.”  
 
Nan Valerio  asked for an update in the Cabrillo Bridge retrofit project. Bill Figge answered that we are working to 
get the work started in time for the centennial reopening of the park. The initial work a couple of years ago was 
for short term needs . This current project is for the long term retrofit needs. The historic nature of the bridge will 
not be altered by the work. 
 
Janusz Supernak brought up a recent trip to Vienna Austria where he saw that noise abatement from traffic was 
greatly emphasized through the use of sound walls. He noticed that in Vienna, the effect is one of a tunnel, which 
forces the motorist to sacrifice the visual aspect of the freeway. He also said that roundabouts were widely used 
and that toll freeways are not popular in Vienna. 
 
Nan Valerio commented that planting vegetation on sound walls is very effective in noise abatement. 
 
The next meeting is to be held in January 2013.  
 



Q: How does the feds decide how much each state receives? 
During Map-21 presentation: 

A: Same funding as previous year. – Bill 
 
Q: How long has CA been doing NEPA for FHWA? 
A: ~4-5 years 
 
Briefly discussed NEPA delegation to all states 

• Categorical Exemption changes 
• Muggs said there is a Division/group in MAP-21 looking/studying the issues/impacts if CEQA was the only 

environmental law that needed to be complied with for projects funded by federal dollars; therefore, only 
doing CEQA, rather than both NEPA and CEQA.  Only for those states like California with strong 
environmental law. 

• Most flexible 
• Some formula for distribution to regions – 50% based on population in each region; 50% for anything 

needed in state  
 
Q: Does National Strategic Freight Plan only include highway projects? 
A: The plan includes rail as well 
 
LaVonne – Tribal representative said that the tribes are disappointed in MAP-21 decision to reduce tribal funding 
Q: How large of a cut? 
A: Pacific region being reduced by $7 million  
 
Q: Has Transportation Alternative/transit dollars been reduced for everyone? 
A: Yes, it was cut across the board 
 
Q: Is there funding for bridges? 
A: Yes, there is funding for (National) bridges 
 
Most BRT projects should start in early 2013.  I-15/Mid-City South bay in 2015 
New Starts – FTA $ - funded $1.9 billion total for entire country  will fund Mid Coast trolley 
 
Q: How much is subject to sequestration – besides New Starts? 
A: All funding is subject to sequestration, especially transportation alternative funding 
 
Q: What is a HOT lane?  
A: High Occupancy Toll with different options to pay as SOV, and reduced or free for HOV/carpool  
 
Q: Regarding beginning slides showing the changes between existing and New Programs 
A: National bridges (STP) and local bridges (System bridges) 
 
Next year will be 20 year anniversary of last federal gas tax increase  
 
Q: Has $ actually been allocated 
A: Yes, funding should make it to mid 2013, regardless of sequestration 
 
Q: Is there a federal law similar to AB 32? 
A: No, there are some federal rules/policies; most $ is flexible, up to MPOs on how money should be used 
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