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Pedro:  Steve Schmidt, reporter for Union Tribune, wants to discuss the effect on the 
economy of gas prices and the impacts on our commute.  FHWA looking at how 
congestion has been shifted – San Diego area visible trend that hours of congestion has 
fallen below 2 hours per day since 2005, first time in 3 years.  This is due to project 
openings, economy, and increase in fuel prices. 
 
ACTION:  Pedro will make copies of handouts of congestion information for the 
committee.  Info comes from PeMS database.  PeMS is a system of sensors in our 
freeways that track the flow of traffic – only for San Diego county freeways. 
 
ACTION:  Pedro suggested one of the CEAL meetings be held at the Caltrans Traffic 
Management Center in Kearny Mesa to see the computers and info center. 
 
Jim Peugh:  Any modeling change in the RTP based on energy cost affecting future 
potential trends? 
 
Pedro:  Not to that extent.  Caltrans is starting to work with SANDAG to look at future 
trends, including military interests.  This is a golden opportunity to use transit, but budget 
cuts have affected services.  
 
Our expectations are for conditional approval of the Presidential Permit for Otay Mesa 
East (OME) is for September.  About 2 months ago, San Diego got a share of TCIF funds 
for some very good projects:  OME, completion of 905, some Port projects and rail 
improvements.  The MOU with SANDAG and the Port will be at the SANDAG Board 
meeting on July 18.  Caltrans is going to enter into agreement for reimbursement of our 
costs of the projects. 
 
Senator Ducheny’s toll legislation for OME is moving along nicely.  SANDAG expects, 
by January 2009, to solicit investments (RFP), under a not-for-profit, public toll 
authority, similar to state toll bridges. 
 
Bill Figge:  Border Congestion Application – FHWA, Inquiry about improvements for 
Border:  efforts made by SANDAG, Caltrans, IVAG – 4 POE projects:  1) 905/125 
interchange  2) OME  3) San Ysidro  4) Calexico East.  No money yet, but we’ve put it 
on FHWA’s radar for projects to be considered at the federal level. 
 
Pedro:  Looking at innovative financing or methods to get the projects rolling.  Next 
month, a preliminary findings on the projects.  There were 2 other submittals for southern 
Border; it looks good for us. 
 
Gary Knight:  Status update on SR-76? 
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ACTION:  Give Gary Knight fact sheets on SR-76 
 
Pedro:  Ruling on Minute Men:  We’re halfway through the time to comply with the 
judge’s order.  We don’t know if we’ll appeal.  Our Legal team is looking at our options 
and submitting alternatives to the Governor’s Office.  The decision is at the Governor’s 
level.  The sign needs to go up while we continue the lawsuit.  (Question asked how long 
was the program)  It’s a 5-year program; however, Caltrans is not accepting new 
applications, and any pending applications have been stopped, since we are reviewing 
and establishing new guidelines and procedures.  We need a better system for approving 
or denying applications.  We had very few complaints.  This is the first one to yield this 
kind of controversy in the entire state program.  The Director is working on the policy 
revisions, and changes will affect the entire Adopt-A-Highway program statewide. 
 
Three ways our highways are kept clean:  1)  Community service 2) Our Maintenance 
division, and 3) Adopt-A-Highway.  We do about 50% of the work and the other 
programs do about 25% each. 
 
Pedro:  I-5 work – Environmental issue:  We will do a lot of coastal access improvements 
and lagoon restoration.  Big debate on whether or not the Coastal Commission (CC) can 
work with us.  I’m meeting with SANDAG and CC.  We want to be working with CC 
since they can guide us on the improvements need for the route. 
 
Jim Peugh:  Interested in having a presentation on the I-5 work – Environmental issue. 
 
Craig Scott:  TCIF – is everything moving along ok? 
 
Pedro:  Yes, baseline agreements have been submitted.  Only generic comments back.  
We’ve been working with other agencies on Corridor concepts.  CMIA bids ended up 
with savings.  We want to move the cost savings to other projects in the corridor and to 
pay for transit centers.  Moving some of the Transnet money to help improvements on 15, 
78, and Nordahl in preparation for the hospital. 
 
Craig Scott:  How’s the budget? 
 
Pedro:  No word yet so far.  We have enough to carry us to around September/October.  
After that, we will not be able to pay our contractors.  This happened about 5 years ago 
and we had SANDAG loan us the money.  We’ll need to assess if we ask SANDAG 
again or do we shut down the projects.  We have to pay overhead costs if we choose to 
shut down.   
 
Steve Alvarez gives CEAL ppt on Water Conservation and CT landscaping. 
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Bruce April gives CEAL ppt on Wildlife and the San Diego Wildfires 2007 
 
Bill Figge:  Passed out info on I-15 Managed Lanes, 76, 15, 5, and Transnet poster 
 
Bill Figge:  Requested agenda items for future CEAL meetings.  Let us know. 
 
Jim Peugh:  Suggested topic on Economic Impact for Energy Costs 
 
 
List of Action Items: 
ACTION:  Pedro will make copies of handouts of congestion information for the 
committee.  Info comes from PeMS database.  PeMS is a system of sensors in our 
freeways that track the flow of traffic – only for San Diego county freeways. 
 
ACTION:  Pedro suggested one of the CEAL meetings be held at the Caltrans Traffic 
Management Center in Kearny Mesa to see the computers and info center. 
 
Possible future agenda items:  
SBDC’s Contract responses/committee 
Natural BMP’s – effects of existing on ?? 
I-5 Enviromental issue 
Economic Impact for Energy Costs – AB 32 
 


