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CALTRANS EXTERNAL ADVISORY LIAISON (CEAL) COMMITTEE 
Minutes of 

February 15, 2007 
 

DIRECTOR PEDRO ORSO-DELGADO’S UPDATE: 
 

• The California Transportation Committee (CTC) has approved additional funding 
for the Lake Hodges bicycle and pedestrian bridge.   

• I-5/I-805 - Improvements should be completed  later this year. 
• I-15 - Will expand from four to five lanes southbound at Lake Hodges this year. 
• Middle segment of I-15 (SR-56 to Centre City Parkway) will be open to traffic by  

 mid 2008. 
• Breaking ground @ SR-52, adding auxiliary lanes from Santo Road to Mast Blvd. 
• South Bay Expressway (SR-125) should be open by summer. 
• Go California projects - I-5 and 24th Street, Via de la Valle/Manchester will remove 

bottlenecks.  SR-54, remove HOV, Lomas Santa Fe, extend HOV lane.  Projects 
should be done by 06/07.   

• Proposition 1B - Corridor Mobility Improvement Account (CMIA) – Projects 
submitted to the California Transportation Commission (CTC) January 16, 2007, 
with selections to be made by March 1, 2007.  District 11 will compete statewide with 
other Caltrans Districts. 

• Proposition 1B – Trade Corridor Infrastructure Fund (TCIF) will be the next 
Proposition 1B program to have guidelines developed.  Two projects the District will 
pursue funding for are SR-11 and Otay Mesa East Port of Entry. 

 
BILL FIGGE’S Presentation - Transportation Infrastructure Bond, Corridor Mobility 
Improvement Account (CMIA):  
 

• Proposition 1B passed by California voters in November, 2006 encompassing 
transportation-related issues.  The CMIA program is the first to be implemented. 

• In March, the CTC will adopt $4.5 billion in projects, with applications submitted by 
January 16, 2007. 

• Discretionary Program - 60% funds allocated to south, 40% to north. 
• Main goal of CMIA is to improve mobility and reduce congestion. 
• Corridor Management Plans must show the CTC how congestion improvements will 

work and be sustained. 
• Competitive Regional Projects – I-15, 1-5, and I-805 are located on the highly 

congested interstate system.  (Please reference the CEAL website on page three for 
complete project information including project descriptions and funding.) 
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BILL FIGGE’S Presentation – Goods Movement in California:  Trade Corridor 
Infrastructure Fund (TCIF): 
 

• California is facing a significant transportation infrastructure shortfall. 
• Goods Movement Action Plan – A joint effort of the California Business, 

Transportation and Housing Agency (BTH) and the California Environmental 
Protection Agency (CalEPA). 

• The Action Plan is, in part, a response to severe congestion at the Ports of Los Angeles 
and Long Beach that have occurred in 2004 and continued growth. 

• Project challenges – how do we meet the needs?  September, 2005 Phase I report 
identified 180 projects or groups of projects, totaling $47.3 billion.  January, 2007 
Final Phase II report, in the “Preliminary List of Candidate Projects,” identified 22 
projects totaling $15 billion. 

• Phase II was approved January 10, 2007.  The Phase I and Phase II reports and other 
related materials may be accessed at:  http://www.arb.ca.gov/gmp/gmp.htm 

• Context – Governor’s Strategic Growth Plan is intended for long-term investments in 
the State’s critical infrastructure needs. 

• SGP and Ballot Propositions - Please reference the CEAL website on page three for 
complete project information including project descriptions and funding. 

• Public-Private Partnerships – critical aspect of California’s innovative approach to 
funding-needed infrastructure projects. 

• Conclusion – California has major goods movement challenges, however, the needs 
are being addressed via a State vision, focused planning, diverse joint ventures, and 
other governmental investments and collaborative partnerships. 

 
 
CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION PLAN (CTP) 

The state’s long-range transportation plan, the California Transportation Plan (CTP) 2025, 
is being updated to comply with the Safe, Accountable, Efficient, Transportation Equity Act 
– A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). This new federal transportation law authorizes 
funding through 2009 and establishes new requirements for statewide and metropolitan 
transportation planning.   For more information, please visit the webpage at:  
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/osp/ctp.htm 

 

Action Item:  Kathy Keehan, Executive Director of the San Diego County Bicycle Coalition, 
asked about dollars allocated for the SHOPP project at Kearny Villa Road.   

Response:  The potential SHOPP project, about $1.7 million, to signalize the southbound 
intersection of Kearny Villa Road at SR-163 has not been programmed in the 10-year STIP. 

Kathy Keehan – Regarding the transportation building industry, inquired if prices are going 
up due to receiving large influx of dollars? 

Pedro – Yes, costs have generally been increasing for a number of reasons, but we have 
recently seen that the number of bidders on contracts has increased, which helps control 
costs.  

http://www.arb.ca.gov/gmp/gmp.htm�
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/osp/ctp.htm�
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Mario – Aggregate is becoming less readily available. 

In Imperial Valley a conveyor belt project is ready to load materials.  There is a mechanism 
to move aggregate across the border. 

Mario – What can Caltrans do about arterials? 

Bill – Support SANDAG’s efforts such as North County’s Arterial Plan. 

Mario – SR-163, Friars, and I-8 – Looking at the merge, what is occurring on I-15? 

Pedro – Managed lanes will go from SR-163 to SR-78.  Friars Road interchange has been 
improved, but no work planned for Murphy Canyon in the short term. 

Question regarding the old Caltrans building, what will become of it?  Parks and Recreation 
will purchase the building. 

Discussed future agenda items, possibility of Traffic Management Center (TMC) tour.   

Gary Knight requested to use the TMC for a Board meeting/tour on April 12.  
Meetings/tours have already been scheduled with Everett Townsend of the TMC. 

 

Effective February 28, 2007, the CTC adopted three highway improvement projects.  
Projects were rated on a scale of 1 through 15, with 15 representing the highest score for 
delivery value.  Only four projects statewide earned a high score of 14, and three of those 
were from District 11.  Adopted projects include:  I-15 Managed Lanes Segment, I-5 North 
Coast HOV Lanes Segment, I-805 Corridor, HOV Lanes Segment.  The SR-78 Brawley 
Bypass project has not been programmed at this time.   
 
 
 
Attendees:  Pedro Orso-Delgado, Bill Figge, Chief “Skip” Carter, Armando Freire,  
Mario Ingrasci, Gary Knight, Carmen Sandoval, Kathy Keehan, Dr. Janusz Supernak. 
Alternates: Dirk Mathiasen, Unified Port of San Diego, Mel Hinton, San Diego Audubon 
Society. 
 
Next CEAL Meeting:  Wednesday, April 25, 2007 
 
CEAL Website: 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist11/departments/planning/planningpages/ceal.htm 
 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist11/departments/planning/planningpages/ceal.htm�

