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 AB 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, was passed to reduce carbon 

emissions to 1990 levels by the year 2020, a roughly 25% reduction. 
 
 On September 27, 2006, the Governor signed the bill into law. 

 
 AB 32 requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to develop regulations and market 

mechanisms achieve this goal. 
 
 Timeline of upcoming deadlines: 

• January 1, 2011  
o CARB to adopt GHG emissions limits and emission reduction measures based on January 2009 

scoping plan, effective in one year.  
o CARB may adopt a market-based cap & trade system with associated limits on state’s GHG 

sources applicable from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2020.  

• January 1, 2012  
o Regulations based on January 2009 scoping plan to become effective.  
o Market-based cap & trade regulations may become effective.  

• January 1, 2020  
o Deadline for state to achieve 1990 levels of GHG emissions.  

 AB 32 is currently being challenged with Proposition 23 on the November 2010 ballot, which aims 
to suspend AB 32 until state unemployment stays below 5.5% for four consecutive quarters. 

 
 
 On October 17, 2008 SB 375 was signed into law. 
 
 SB 375 enhances California's ability to reach its AB 32 goals by promoting good planning with the 

goal of more sustainable communities.  Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) are required to 
prepare a sustainable communities strategy (SCS) as part of their Regional Transportation Plan 
(RTP).   

 
 SANDAG is the first MPO to incorporate SB 375 guidelines into their 2050 RTP.  
 
 On July 23, SANDAG established the following Per Capita reduction targets, 2020 7%, 2035 13%. 
 
 On September 23, 2010 CARB accepted SANDAG’s targets and conditionally accepted SCAG’s 

targets pending re-evaluation in February 2011. 
 
 Caltrans Planning and SANDAG are working closely to meet these goals. 
 
 
 


