INFORMATION SHEET

Amador 49 Bypass

Description: 
The Federal Highway Administration, in cooperation with the California Department of Transportation and Amador, Calaveras, and Alpine Counties proposes to construct a new two-lane State Route 49 expressway to the west of existing Route 49 and the cities of Amador City and Sutter Creek. The project intends to relieve congestion in the communities of Amador City and Sutter Creek by constructing a controlled access two-lane highway to the west of the existing alignment.  Project will include two large structures and a truck-passing lane.

   Purpose: 
Currently, Route 49 is a two-lane conventional highway that varies in width from 7 m to 14.6 m.  Roadway width within the communities of Amador City and Sutter Creek is narrow with parallel parking and no middle left-turn lanes.  During peak hours as well as holidays and tourist season, Route 49 becomes heavily congested.  Construction of the Bypass will relieve the congestion and separate the State highway from being the main street of the two historic communities. 

Background:
Bypass studies date back to the late 1950s to address issues regarding the nonstandard width and alignment of the existing highway.  Since that time, various alternatives have been designed and studied but, due to financial issues, never progressed into full development.  In 1997, the counties of Amador, Alpine, and Calaveras pooled their resources to ensure that this and three other projects were funded so that the next stage of environmental studies could begin.  A preferred alternative has been selected and design has been completed.  The contract has been awarded with construction to begin Spring of 2004.

Funding:  
This project is one of four of the Tri-County MOU agreement between Alpine, Amador, and Calaveras Counties. 

Current Issues:  

Truck traffic through the City of Sutter Creek and Amador City.

Coordinating utility relocation with construction project.

Working around environmentally sensitive areas (Amador Creek & Sutter Creek).

Opportunities:

Work with the Community to minimize the impacts during construction.

 Timeline:
Begin Construction May 2004.  Completion of contruction is targeted for Summer of 2006.
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