
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions  

North County Corridor—State Route 108 East Route Adoption 
Public Information Meeting 

October 13 and October 22, 2009, 5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 

GENERAL  
1. What are the project description and the current study corridor for the proposed route adoption?  
The proposed Route Adoption extends between State Route 108 at McHenry and State Route 120 east of Oakdale.  
No construction is proposed at this time.  

 
From west to east, the current Study Corridor starting approximately at the intersection of McHenry Avenue and 
Kiernan Ave/Claribel Avenue at State Route 108 is a 4000-foot-wide joined swath, which narrows between 
Riverbank and Modesto, and then splits into two corridors—each 2,000 feet wide. The “red” corridor generally 
follows Claribel Avenue to Crow Road before tending to the north. The “blue” corridor heads to the north and 
generally follows the Hetch Hetchy alignment. The two Study Corridors meet to the south of Oakdale, and then run 
concurrently to the east of Oakdale. 

 
2. Why is there a change in the western limits? Why doesn’t it extend all the way to State Route 99? Will it 
ever extend to State Route 99? 
The portion to the west of McHenry was removed from consideration under this Route Adoption, because it has not 
been identified in Stanislaus County’s general plan or the Regional Transportation Plan.  A separate project, 
sponsored by the local agencies and built as a local road, is being considered in this area but is not part of this Route 
Adoption study.  

 
3. Who is in charge of this project? 
The North County Corridor Transportation Expressway Authority (NCCTEA), in cooperation with Caltrans, is 
proposing the adoption of this route into the State Highway System. Additionally, Caltrans is the lead agency for the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The NCCTEA includes Stanislaus Council of Governments, County 
of Stanislaus, and the Cities of Modesto, Oakdale, and Riverbank. 

 
4. Is the North County Corridor Transportation Expressway Authority (NCCTEA) still involved? 
Yes. The NCCTEA remains the project sponsor and is directing funds for the completion of the studies. 

 
5. What will be the presentation format at the public hearings in October? 
At the public hearings on October 13 and 22, 2009, the format will include an Open House, followed by a 
presentation, questions, and then accepting comments in the formal public hearing portion. 

 
6. I heard that you have made changes to the alignment to avoid impacts to certain individuals based on 
their complaints.  Is this true? 
A purpose of the environmental process is to identify potential impacts on the human and natural environments and 
identify actions that would avoid, reduce, and/or minimize those impacts. Some actions can involve adjusting the 
alignment to reduce the impact. However, before an adjustment is made, many factors are considered. These factors 
include considering findings from field investigations, surveys, traffic analysis, design criteria requirements, local 
land use plan guidance, and economic considerations.  

 
 
 



 
7. How much money will the region be getting to build this project once the route is adopted?  
While there is no guarantee that a certain dollar amount will be awarded by the California Transportation 
Commission to this project should the route be adopted, it is the intent of Caltrans to negotiate for the $91 million in 
the Interregional Transportation Improvement Program (ITIP) funding that was removed from the now-defunct 
Oakdale Bypass project.  The California Transportation Commission and Caltrans will evaluate this project along 
with the needs of the other projects statewide and determine the amount of funding and the time by which that 
funding will be made available to this project.  In addition to this money, the Stanislaus region may choose to 
commit other funds to this project via its share of STIP funding or local development impact fees. 

 
8. I do not like this project. To whom should I call or write about this? 
Please direct your comments to Gail Miller at Caltrans, 2015 East Shields Avenue, Suite 100, Fresno, CA 93726 or 
send e-mail to Gail_Miller@dot.ca.gov. 
 
9. I understand no right-of-way acquisition is associated with the route adoption.  However, showing this 
2000-foot corridor going through my property has reduced my property value considerably, and the 
speculation has made the sale of my property more difficult. What provision is Caltrans making to 
compensate for this? 
One of the outcomes of this environmental document will be the rezoning of the selected corridor as a transportation 
corridor.  Compensation is not allowed for under California law until an actual alignment is selected within the 
corridor and Caltrans approves the construction of the roadway. 

 
10. I hear that the new SR108 bypassing Riverbank and Oakdale ends at McHenry. Are there plans to do 
anything about the SR108 south of Kiernan? 
No.  Currently, there are no plans to perform any major capital improvements to SR108 South of Kiernan. 
 
11. I have a concern about the money that is being spent on this project.  Specifically, who is paying and who 
is benefiting from this?  It appears like we are spending money for the Tuolumne County and Bay Area 
people.  
The project is being jointly funded with StanCOG’s Regional Improvement Program (RIP) share of the STIP and the 
County’s developer impact fees.  The project does provide some interregional benefits to the traveling public.  
Recognizing this information, the NCCTEA portion of the STIP funding is made available to projects at the 
discretion of Caltrans. The project has the interregional designation, and the wording needs to reflect the change. 
 
12. Will taxes be increased to fund the project?  
The current funding for the proposed project does not rely on any additional tax measures.   
 
13. Why was the Oakdale Bypass dropped?  
Several years ago, questions arose in response to recent traffic changes as to whether the Oakdale Bypass was the 
correct project to pursue. Decision-makers realized that the NCC alignment would meet traffic needs more 
efficiently. 

 
14. How does the Route Adoption fit into long-range planning in the area of the Route Adoption?  
The current Draft EIR will be adopted by individual agencies. This local adoption will include action to start the 
process to amend their general plan documents to include the route adoption results. General Plans are long-range 
planning documents. 

  
ENVIRONMENTAL 
15. Does this project have the same timelines as before? What is the construction schedule? 
Yes. We're performing this route adoption study to determine if a build project is warranted and if so, within what 
corridor it would most logically fit. Once this happens, additional actions are required by both the California 
Transportation Commission to formally adopt the decisions recommended within this document. Then, and only 
then, can we begin studies of the most logical build project along the recommended corridor. The studies for a build 
project would take an additional number of months, or years (depending on the project), and could possibly be 
constructed as soon as 2014. 

 
16. How can we be notified when the Draft EIR is available? 
The availability of the Draft EIR will be widely publicized with news releases, newspaper ads, and direct mail to 
persons who are interested in the project. 
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17. Where can I review copies of the Draft EIR? 

• Caltrans District 10, 1976 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard, Stockton 95206 
• Stanislaus Council of Governments, 1111 I Street, Suite 308, Modesto 95354 
• Salida Regional Library, 4835 Sisk Road,  Salida 95368 
• Stanislaus County Public Works, 1010 10th Street, Modesto  95354 
• Modesto Public Works, 1010 10th Street, Modesto 95354 
• Modesto Library, 1500 I Street, Modesto 95354 
• Oakdale City Hall, 280 North 3rd Avenue, Oakdale 95361 
• Oakdale Library, 151 First Avenue, Oakdale 95361 
• Oakdale Public Works, 455 South 5th Avenue, Oakdale 95361 
• Riverbank City Clerk, 6707 3rd Street, Riverbank 95367 
• Riverbank Community Development Department, 6717 3rd Street, Riverbank 95367 
• Riverbank Public Library, 3442 Santa Fe Street, Riverbank 95367 

 
18. My property values have significantly dropped because of this project.  How can I recover my losses? 
To accommodate future growth and traffic, it is necessary to plan for facilities to handle that growth. This Route 
Adoption study is the first step in a very long process which may, or may not, result in a roadway being built. 
Should the studies show a new road is not warranted, the environmental document includes an option to select a “no 
project” alternative which would halt this process. 

 
19. Why do I have to call the Caltrans office in Fresno to voice my concerns?  Isn’t the NCCTEA responsible 
for answering citizens’ questions/complaints?  Why can’t I call the Caltrans’ Stockton office? 
We value the information that community members can provide to the CEQA process. It is very important that we 
ensure that your input goes directly to Caltrans, which is the CEQA lead agency for the project. Gail Miller, Caltrans 
contact, will make sure that your comments are considered in the CEQA process and that questions that can be 
answered now are addressed.  

 
20. We have been going to the NCCTEA Board meetings.  However, I heard recently that Caltrans is the lead 
agency for the environmental document for the portion east of McHenry.  Should we be attending Caltrans 
meetings?  
Caltrans does not hold regular public meetings to discuss progress on the project.  The meetings that the public 
should attend are scoping meetings, map showings, and ultimately public hearings. 

 
DESIGN 
21. I hear that the NCCTEA is leading the west side of the project from SR99 to McHenry and Caltrans is 
leading the east side of the project from McHenry to Oakdale. How will you ensure that the roadways meet at 
the same place?  
The NCCTEA staff is working in close coordination with Caltrans staff on both projects. 

 
22. What factors will be used to make a decision on which corridor will be selected for the NCC?  Fewer 
curves?  Need to avoid impacting houses? Impact to farmlands?  
The Project Development Team will consider the project impacts as outlined in the Draft Environmental Impact 
Report and the public comments received before selection of the corridor for route adoption. 
 
23. You show Corridor A and Corridor B merging at McHenry Avenue. At the end of the route adoption, 
will you have a 2000-foot or 4000-foot corridor at the McHenry Avenue interface?  
The final corridor width for use in future studies will be determined once public comments on the Draft EIR are 
considered. The objective is to select a corridor with a 2000-foot width; but if needed to address project concerns, 
the study corridor width in this area may vary between 2,000 feet and 4,000 feet. 
 
24. How soon will you have a plan line for the corridor?  How will you provide access control for the plan 
line through the county’s General Plan? 
Once the program-level CEQA Route Adoption has been completed, the engineering alignment alternatives will be 
developed with additional public input for use in the next phase of project level National Environmental Protection 
Act (NEPA)/California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) studies. The new state freeway/expressway is proposed 
as a full-access, controlled facility, and the access locations will be planned by Caltrans in close coordination with 
Stanislaus County and its cities. 

 
 
 



 
25. How are additional alternatives going to be screened? 
Deviations from the adopted corridor are allowable for engineering reasons. The following list includes engineering 
reasons: shifts to avoid slide or unstable areas; curve corrections for safety reasons; modifications to reduce 
earthwork, structure, or drainage costs; shifts to avoid or minimize impacts on archaeological sites or wildlife 
nesting areas; and others.  
 
The degree of freedom in making minor modifications will vary depending on the circumstances. In rural 
undeveloped terrain, an engineering modification may deviate from the “adopted” line by as much as approximately 
1,000 feet, provided the impact on affected property owners is not significantly different. This also assumes that any 
adverse environmental impacts of the highway will not be substantially increased. A shift that affects a property 
owner not previously involved on the adopted route would not be allowable unless the written concurrence of the 
property owner is obtained. 

 
26. The environmental document disclosed a 20-year design period for the SR 219  corridor; the current 
design meets a 10-year design life.  
In the intervening years since the environmental document, traffic volumes have increased to the point that we can 
only accommodate a 10-year span. In fact, in the SR 219 Phase II portion of the project, we already need six lanes at 
Tully Road and Carver Road for those intersections to operate. 
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