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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

CALTRANS EXPEDITES SAFETY PROJECT 
TO PAVE ROUTE 20 NEAR WALKER RIDGE IN LAKE COUNTY 

 
Eureka – Caltrans announced today that a safety project on Route 20 east of Walker 
Ridge in Lake County has been awarded and will soon begin construction.   The project 
will pave about a half a mile of the highway with high friction asphalt.  The contract has 
been awarded to Argonaut Constructors of Santa Rosa for about $137,000, and 
includes an expeditious construction schedule to insure completion by the end of 
October 2009, before wet winter weather begins. 
 
This project was initiated in response to an increased number of collisions which have 
occurred at a downhill curve.  According to California Highway Patrol reports, in all 
these collisions, speed was the primary cause, and all but one occurred on wet or icy 
pavement. 
 
Earlier this year, Caltrans reduced the advisory speed at the curve from 40 to 35 mph, 
added larger signage, and added rumble strips to raise motorist awareness.  A passing 
lane prior to the curve was also shortened.  This project will now pave with 1-inch 
aggregate open-graded asphalt.  The larger 1-inch aggregate size has a higher 
coefficient of friction and will provide more traction than smaller aggregates more 
commonly used.  Open-graded asphalt also contains open spaces between the 
aggregate which work with the grooves on vehicle tires to help insure against 
hydroplaning in wet weather. 
 
“Providing a safe transportation system is Caltrans’ number one goal,” said Caltrans 
District 1 Director Charlie Fielder.  “This project helps insure a better, safer highway.” 
 
We’re here to get you there 
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