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CONFUSION HILL REALIGNMENT PROJECT
ACHIEVES MAJOR MILESTONE

Eureka — The much anticipated Confusion Hill realignment project, located on Route
101 in Mendocino County, achieved a major milestone today when the two main
sections of the south bridge were joined at the center of the bridge. This represents one
of the final steps necessary to finish this important transportation link for the North
Coast. Representatives from Caltrans and MCM Construction, Incorporated, were on
hand for an informal “Bridging the Gap” ceremony. The ceremony included using gold
painted couplers to tie some of the larger reinforcing steel bars from the two bridge
sections together before concrete was poured to fill the 12.5-foot wide gap.

Achieving this milestone means that the south bridge will be passable by construction
vehicles by the end of November, but it could potentially help the public also. “By the
first of the year [2009] we will be in a position to use the new bridges in the event a
large slide blocks the existing highway,” said Sebastian Cohen, Caltrans Resident
Engineer overseeing MCM’s work. “If there were a slide so large that Route 101 would
be closed for weeks, we could pave the new 1/4-mile section of highway between the
two bridges and divert traffic onto it within a week.”

The project, which broke ground July 2006, is on schedule for completion October 2009.
The north bridge, completed last winter, has provided direct access to the peninsula
between the bridges. This direct access allowed the major excavation work, which
began this spring, to be completed by the end of summer, insuring next summer’s
completion of the new section of highway connecting the two bridges. Currently, a tie-
back retaining wall is being constructed to ensure the new highway will be resistant to
future slip-outs.
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Note to Media: Please contact Phil Frisbie, Jr. at Phil_Frisbie@dot.ca.gov or 707-
441-4678 for accompanying photos and/or video.
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