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WASTE TIRE AMNESTY DAY A BIG SUCCESS

The Humboldt County Department of Health and Human Services Division of
Environmental Health (DEH), in partnership with the Humboldt Waste Management
Authority (HWMA) and Caltrans, held the second waste tire amnesty event on June 2,
2007 at the Caltrans Maintenance Yard in Garberville.

Approximately 4000 passenger tires were collected, saving the public approximately
$29,000 in disposal fees. About one-third of the tires were on rims, oversized, or in
pieces, disposal of which costs much more.

“Compared to an earlier event in Eureka, participants in the Garberville tire amnesty
event brought twice as many tires per load. Groups like Sanctuary Forest and the
Mattole Restoration Council brought some of the largest loads. Their tires came from
years of watershed clean-up projects,” said event organizer Harriet Hill, a DEH
Registered Environmental Health Specialist.

Every tire collected will be put to good use. Most will be burned to fuel the kiln at the
Lehigh cement plant in Redding. The burning of waste tires offsets coal use at the plant
by 20%. After burning, the tires are incorporated into the cement and their steel belts
provide the necessary iron for the final product. The oversized tires and tire pieces will
be processed into playground and racetrack mats.

The removal of waste tires eliminates the heavy mosquito production and serious fire
hazard associated with tire piles.
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DEH and HWMA just obtained another grant from the California Integrated Waste
Management Board, partial sponsor of this year’s events, for $46,000 to hold two events
next year. Since over 85% of participants said they would come to another event, more
waste tire amnesty days will take place next year.

Caltrans greatly assisted efforts with the Garberville amnesty day. Garberville
Maintenance Yard staff helped with planning and assisted during the event. In addition,
the overflow of 1,000 tires was stored for over a week at the yard. Caltrans staff also
assisted with the loading of the tires. Fortuna Maintenance Yard staff provided a
temporary storage area for 350 waste tires hauled in by a landowner from a remote
location until a hauler could pick them up.

Finally, kudos to Ray’s Market in Garberville and Dazey’s Coffee Shop in Redway for
donations of food and coffee that the crews very much appreciated. City Garbage of
Eureka provided a free dumpster. The California Conservation Corps of Fortuna and a
prison crew organized by Caltrans enthusiastically unloaded the tires and surveyed
participants. We also are grateful for the traffic directing services of the Humboldt
County Sheriff SCOPE group.

NOTE TO MEDIA:
Accompanying photo can be obtained by contacting Julie East at 707-441-3998.
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