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Chapter 1   Introduction                                    ___________________ 
 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) propose to initiate studies to construct freeway improvements 
to Interstate 5 (I-5) from Interstate 605 (I-605) through the I-5/Interstate 710 (I-710) 
interchange in Los Angeles County.  The proposed project consists of widening the I-5 
to accommodate additional lanes in both directions.  Depending on the alternative 
selected, the project may also include modifications to the I-605 and I-710 
interchanges.  The proposed construction will improve both traffic circulation of the 
mainline and access to the freeway from surrounding cities.  
 
As of July 1, 2007, California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has assumed 
Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) authority and responsibility for the 
compliance with NEPA and other environmental laws. The Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between the Federal Highway Administration and Caltrans 
concerning the State of California’s Participation in the Surface Transportation Project 
Delivery Pilot Program allows Caltrans to serve as the Federal lead agency on this 
project. 
 
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) both allow for and encourage public participation during the 
environmental evaluation phase of any transit project.  Therefore, scoping meetings 
were held for the I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to I-710) followed the 
established federal and state standards.  This Scoping Summary Report documents 
those public information and participation activities. 
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Chapter 2   Notice of Preparation and Notice of Intent________ 
 
Notice of Preparation 
 
Prior to engaging the public, Caltrans submitted a Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the 
project under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) to the State 
Clearinghouse (See Attachment A). During this time, the NOP was also distributed to 
the project master database including federal, tribal, state, regional, county, and local 
agencies; elected officials; special districts, and interested stakeholders and was 
available to the general public notifying them of the project studies being prepared 
along with the scoping meeting location, date, time and where to send comments.  The 
master distribution lists for distribution of all the project scoping materials, are provided 
in Attachment B.  Table 2.1 lists the elected offices who received the NOP.  
 
Table 2.1 NOP Distribution to Elected Offices 
Elected Officials Address 
Assemblymember Bob Huff, 60th District  
 

23355 E. Golden Springs Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 

Assemblymember Tony Mendoza, 56th District 12501 E. Imperial Hyw, Suite 210 
Norwalk, CA 90706 

Assemblymember Hector De La Torre, 50th District 8724 Garfield Avenue Suite 104 
South Gate, CA 90208 

Congressmember, Lucille Roybal-Allard, 34th 
District 

255 Temple Street, Suite 1820 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Congressmember, Linda Sanchez, 39th District 305 N. Harbor Boulevard #300 

Congressmember, Grace Napolitano, 38th District 
11627 East Telegraph Road, #100 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

Mayor Ed Vazquez 
City of Montebello 

1600 W. Beverly Boulevard 
Montebello, CA 90640 

Mayor Jesse M. Luera  
City of Norwalk 

12700 Norwalk Boulevard 
Norwalk, CA 90650 

Mayor Meredith H. Perkins 
City of Downey 

11111 Brookshire Avenue 
Downey, CA 90241 

Mayor Robert C. Fierro 
City of Commerce 

2535 Commerce Way 
Commerce, CA 90040 

Mayor Luis M. Gonzalez 
City of Santa Fe Springs 

11710 E. Telegraph Road 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa 
City of Los Angeles 

200 N. Spring Street, RM 303 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Senator Alan Lowenthal, 27th District 
16401 Paramount Boulevard 
Paramount, CA 90807 

Senator Ron S. Calderon, 30th District 
400 North Montebello Boulevard, Suite 100 
Montebello, CA 90640 

County Supervisor Don Knabe, 4th District 
500 W. Temple Street, RM 822 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

County Supervisor Gloria Molina, 1st District 
500 W. Temple Street, RM 822 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 
The State Clearinghouse (SCH) distributed the NOP on February 11, 2008, 
encouraging recipients to submit comments in a timely manner; a copy of the SCH 
letter is provided in Attachment C.   
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Written comments received in response to the NOP are summarized in Table 2.2.  
Copies of these written comments are provided in Attachment D. 
 
Table 2.2 Written Comments 

NOP Written Responses  
Agency/Interested Party Comment 
Responses from State Agencies 
Native American Heritage 
Commission 

Outlines the process to adequately 
assess the project-related impacts as 
well as the preservation of California’s 
Native American cultural resources.  
Also attached the Native American 
contact list.                                                 

California Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC) 

CPUC requires commission approval for 
the construction or alteration of 
crossings and grants the Commission 
exclusive power on the design, 
alteration, and closure of crossings.  The 
Engineering Section (RCES) 
acknowledged the receipt of the NOP, 
detailed types of modifications to 
crossings and the process to request for 
authorization.  RCES recommended 
Caltrans organize a meeting to discuss 
safety issues and requirements of a 
GO88 – B.   

 
Notice of Intent 
 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) arranged for the publication of the Notice 
of Intent (NOI) for the project on February 21, 2008 under the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA). A copy of the NOI is provided in Attachment E.  
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 Chapter 3   Notice of Scoping/Initiation of Studies Letters___        
 
On February 6, 2008, Caltrans distributed a Notice of Scoping/Initiation of Studies to 
advise recipients of the commencement of studies for constructing freeway 
improvements on I-5 from I-605 to the I-710 interchange in Los Angeles County.   The 
letter also stated Caltrans intentions to prepare an Environmental Impact 
Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) to evaluate the anticipated 
environmental effects and recommend measures to mitigate those effects pursuant to 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).   
 
In an effort to encourage recipient participation, detailed information regarding project 
scoping meetings was included, as well as contact information for the submission of 
comments concerning possible alternatives or potential social, economic and 
environmental impacts as they pertain to the proposed project.  
 
The Notice of Scoping/Initiation of Studies letter was sent to elected and city officials, 
Federal, State, Regional, County and Local Agencies and are provided in Attachment F 
and G.  In addition to the two categories aforementioned, the letter was also mailed 
to the master scoping distribution lists in Attachment B.  
 
In summary, seven agency letters were received in response to the Notice of 
Scoping/Initiation of Studies Letters, two of which felt the proposed project had no 
affect or impact on their facilities and services.  The other letters provided 
recommendations as to dealing with abandoned wells and air quality impacts and 
measurements.   

Agency/Interstate Party Comment 
Responses from Federal Agencies 
Tom Plenys 
Environmental Review Office 
United States Environmental Protection 
Agency 

Recommendations regarding project 
scope and the possibility of additional 
improvements outside of the scope of the 
project; Alternatives Analysis process 
recommendations; DEIS should provide 
detailed discussion and measurements of 
Ambient Air, Mobile Source Air Toxins.  
Also included recommendations for a 
Construction Emissions Mitigation Plan.  
The EPA also commented on its concerns 
regarding the following topics: 
Transportation Conformity, Greenhouse 
Gas Emission, Environmental Justice, 
Cumulative Impact Analysis and Water 
and Wetlands Resources. 



I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to I-710)  Scoping Summary Report 

Arellano Associates - 5 - April 2008 

 

 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Metropolitan Water District (MWD) 
response letters to the Notice of Studies Letters also included their acceptance as 
Participating Agencies.  The EPA and MWD letters are provided in Attachments I.    
 
 

Agency/Interstate Party                               Comment 
Responses from Elected Officials and State Agencies 
Paul Frost 
Associated Oil & Gas Engineer 
State of California, Resources Agency, 
Department of Conservation 

 
Recommendations on the dealing with 
abandoned wells within or in close 
proximity to project area. 

Responses from Regional, County, and Local Agencies 
 
Steve Smith, Ph.D. 
Program Supervisor, CEQA Section 
South Coast Air Quality Management 
District 

 
Recommendations to the analysis of 
potential air quality impacts from the 
proposed project to be included in EIR. 
Recommendations on mitigation measures 
should the project generates significant 
adverse effects. Offered SCQMD data 
sources for project use. 

 
Terri Maguire 
Chief Deputy County Librarian 
County of Los Angeles Public Library 

 
Project will not impact library services. 

 
Clement Lau, AICP 
Park Planner 
County of Los Angeles Department of 
Parks and Recreation 

 
Proposed project will not affect facilities 
under the jurisdiction of Department. 

 
Shari Afshari 
Assistant Deputy Director 
City of Los Angeles Department of Public 
Works 
 

 
Recommendations to address the impacts 
and incorporate recommendations 
presented in the Alternative Analysis for the 
Interstate 5 and Interstate 710 Interchange. 

 
Delaine W. Shane 
Manager, Environmental Planning Team 
Metropolitan Water District  

 
Identified three facilities in close proximity 
to the project; the Middle Feeder, the Lower 
Feeder and the South Coast Feeder.  
Recommended for any plans regarding 
future excavation or activity that may occur 
due to the proposed project must be 
submitted for review and written approval.   
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Chapter 4  Cooperating and Participating Agency Letters 
 
As part of the NEPA requirements, Caltrans transmitted a letter to federal agencies 
where it briefly defined the project goals and asked federal agencies to become a 
Cooperating/ Participating agency on the proposed project.    
 
In addition, Caltrans also complied with Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) which 
requires that Federal and non-Federal agencies that may have an interest in the 
project be asked to be Participating Agencies in the environmental review process for 
the project.  
 
Participating Agencies have the following obligations: 

• To provide meaningful and early input on defining the project purpose and need, 
determining the range of alternatives to be considered, and the methodologies 
and level of detail required in the alternatives analysis.   

• To participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews as appropriate. 
• To provide timely review and comment on the pre-Draft and pre-Final EISs to 

reflect the views and concerns of the participating agency on the adequacy of 
the document, alternatives considered, and the anticipated project impacts and 
mitigation.   

 
Agencies in receipt of the letter were asked to correspond to Caltrans with acceptance 
or the decline to become a Participating Agency.  A copy of the Invitation to Become 
Participating Agency Letter is provided in Attachment H. Table 4.1 lists of the 112 
agencies that Caltrans mailed Participating Agency letters (19 federal agencies, 12 
State and 81 regional, county and local agencies).  Four federal agencies responded to 
the invitation; three of which declined the opportunity.   
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Table 4.1: Agencies Invited to become Participating Agencies  
 
 
 

FEDERAL AGENCIES 

Environmental Clearance Officer 
Dept. Of Housing and Urban Development 
600 Harrison St. 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

Department of Health and Human Services, 
Office of Environmental Affairs 
Ms. Sandra Shewry, Director 
200 Independence Avenue, SW, Room 
537F 
Washington, DC 20201 

Department of the Interior, Office of 
Environmental Affairs 
Mr. Willie R. Taylor, Director 
1849 C 1849 C Street, NW, Main Interior 
Building, MS 2340 
Washington, DC 20590 

U.S. Department of Energy, Office of 
Environmental Comliance 
Mr. Raymond L. Orbach, Director 
1000 Independence Avenue, SW, Room 
4G-064 
Washington, DC 20585 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), Office of Federal Activities (A-104) 
401 M Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20460 

U.S. Federal Railroad Administration, Office 
of Policy and Plans 
400 7th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20590 

Center for Disease Control 
1600 Clifton Road, MS F-29 
Atlanta, GA 30333 

Environmental Protection Agency 
Ms. Felicia Marcus 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
Ms. Felicia Marcus, EIS Coordinator 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105-3901 

Federal Transit Administration 
Mr. Hymie Lunden 
201 Mission Street, Suite 2210 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

FHWA 
Mr. Jeff Kolb, Transportation Engineer 
980 Capitol Mall, Suite 4-100 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

FHWA 
Mr. Glenn Clinton 
980 Capitol Mall, Suite 4-100 
Sacramento, CA 95814-2724 

FHWA 
Ms. Maryann Rondinello 
980 Capitol Mall, Suite 4-100 
Sacramento, CA 95814-2724 

FHWA 
Ms. Stephanie Stoermer, Environmental 
Specialist 
980 Capitol Mall, Suite 4-100 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Ms. Ruth Villa Lobos 
915 Wilshire Blvd. #980 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Col. Alex C. Dornstauder, District 
Commander 
915 Wilshire Blvd. #980 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

U.S. Department of Transportation-FHWA 
Mr. Steve Healow, Transportation Engineer, 
CA Division 
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 4-100 
Sacramento, CA 95814-4708 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Mr. Wayne Nastri 
Region 9 Administrator 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Mr. Steve Thomson 
6010 Hidden Valley Rd. 
Carlsbad, CA 92008 
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STATE AGENCIES  

Air Quality Management District 
Mr. William A. Burke 
Chairman 
21866 E. Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 

California Air Resources Board 
Mr. James Boyd 
9528 Telstar Ave. 
El Monte, CA 91734 

California Air Resources Board 
Mr. Don Drachane 
Chief 
9528 Telstar Ave. 
El Monte, CA 91734 

California Dept. of Transportation 
Mr. David Cohen 
Associate Environmental Planner 
P.O. Box 942873 
Sacramento, CA 942730001 

California Division of State Architect 
Mr. Jack Bruce 
Regional Manager 
311 S. Spring St., #1301 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 

California Environmental Protection Agency 
Mr. Rod Collins 
Environmental Scientist 

   320 W. 4th Street, #200 
    Los Angeles, CA 90013  

California Fish & Game 
Mr. Naeem Siddiqui 
Environmental Specialist 
4665 Lampson Ave. Suite C 
Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

California Highway Patrol 
Sergeant John Lessentine 
10051 Orr & Day Road 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

California Highway Patrol 
Captain R. L. Criner 
10051 Orr and Day Road 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

California Highway Patrol 
E.W. Gomez 
Chief 
411 N. Central Avenue, Suite 410 
Glendale, CA 91203-2020 

California Public Utilities Commission 
Los Angeles Representative 
320 W. 4th Street, Suite 500 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 

California State Lands Commission 
Mr. Paul Thayer 
Executive Officer 
100 Howe Ave., #100 South 
Sacramento, CA 95825-8202 
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  REGIONAL/COUNTY/LOCAL 
  AGENCIES  

City of Santa Fe Springs, Community 
Services Dept. 
Ms. Ana Alvarez, Director 
11710 E. Telegraph Road  

  Santa Fe SpringsCA90670 
 

Southern California Edison, Corporate Real 
Estate 
Mr. Nolan Lam 
14799 Chestnut Street 
Westminster, CA 91683 
 

Office of Historic Preservation, Dept. of 
Parks and Rec. 
Mr. Hans Kreutzberg 
P.O. Box 942896 
Sacramento, CA 95296-0001 

Los Angeles County Dept. of Public Works, 
Flood Maintenance 
Mr. Fred Rupin 
P.O. Box 1460 
Alhambra, CA 91802-1460 

City of Santa Fe Springs, Planning and 
Development Dept. 
Mr. Robert Orpin 
Director 
11710 E. Telegraph Road  
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

City of Downey, Planning Department 
Mr. John Godlewski 
Planning Director 
11111 Brookshire Avenue 
Downey, CA 90241-7016 
 

City of Santa Fe Springs, Police Services 
Dept. 
Mr. Fernando Tarin 
Director 
11576 Telegraph Road  
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-9928

City of Santa Fe Springs, Public Works 
Mr. Don Jensen 
Public Works Director/ TAC Member 
11710 E. Telegraph Road 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

City of Santa Fe Springs, Public Works 
Mr. Thomas R. Lopez 
Assistant Director 
11710 E. Telegraph Road 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

City of Santa Fe Springs, Public Works 
Mr. Tom Lopez 
Assistant Director 
11710 E. Telegraph Road 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

City of Downey, Public Works Dept. 
Mr. Desi Alvarez 
Director/ TAC Member 
11111 Brookshire Avenue 
Downey, CA 90241 

City of Norwalk, Redevelopment Department 
Mr. Tom Lynch 
Executive Director 
12700 Norwalk Blvd.  
Norwalk, CA 90650 

City of Commerce 
Mr. Robert Zarrilli 
Public Services Director 
2525 Commerce Way 
Commerce, CA 90040 

City of Commerce 
Ms. Linda K. Olivieri 
Interim City Manager 
2535 Commerce Way 
Commerce, CA 90040 

City of Commerce 
Mr. Robert Sepulveda 
JPA Member 
2535 Commerce Way 
Commerce, CA 90040 

City of Commerce, Public Library - 
Greenwood Branch 
Ms. Martha Urrea 
6139 Greenwood Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90040 
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REGIONAL/COUNTY/LOCAL 
AGENCIES  

City of Commerce, Public Library - Atlantic 
Branch 
Ms. Olivia Audoma 
Branch Supervisor 
2269 South Atlantic Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90040 
 

City of Commerce 
Mr. Victor San Lucas 
City Engineer/ TAC Member 
2535 Commerce Way 
Commerce, CA 90040 
 

City of Downey, Traffic Committee 
Mrs. Doris McArthur 
Member 
9377 Farm Street 
Downey, CA 90241-2953 

City of Downey, Traffic Committee 
Mr. James Pryor 
Member 
7815 Luxor Street 
Downey, CA 90241-4677 

City of Downey, Traffic Committee 
Mr. William Sanchez 
Member 
11523 Adco Avenue, #18 
Downey, CA 90241 

City of Downey, Traffic Committee 
Member 
8734 Prichard St. 
Downey, CA 90242 
 

City of Downey 
Mr. Gerald Caton 
City Manager 
11111 Brookshire Avenue 
Downey, CA 90241 

City of Downey, Planning Commission 
Mr. Jeff McCaughan 
Commissioner 
10342 Wiley Burke Avenue 
Downey, CA 90241 

City of Downey, Planning Commission 
Mr. Jerry Lambros 
Commissioner 
9905 Pangborn Avenue 
Downey, CA 90240 

City of Downey, Traffic Committee 
Mr. Dennis Pagenkopp 
Chair 
9925 Parrot Avenue 
Downey, CA 90240-3821 

City of Downey, Planning Commission 
Mr. Michael Murray 
Commissioner 
12236 Eastbrook Avenue 
Downey, CA 90242 

City of Downey, Planning Commission 
Mr. Roger Brossmer 
Commissioner 
12744 Parrot Avenue 
Downey, CA 90242 

City of Downey, Planning Commission 
Mr. Stephen Allen 
Commissioner 
7539 Quill Drive 
Downey, CA 90241 
 

City of Norwalk, Planning Commission 
Ms. Kim Apodaca 
Chairman 
12700 Norwalk Blvd. 
Norwalk, CA 90651-1030 
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REGIONAL/COUNTY/LOCAL 
AGENCIES  

City of Santa Fe Springs, Planning 
Commission 
Mr. Jane McEntee 
Commissioner 
11710 E. Telegraph Road  
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-3679 
 

City of Santa Fe Springs, Planning 
Commission 
Mr. Lillian Puentes 
Chairperson 
11710 E. Telegraph Road  
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-3679 
 

City of Santa Fe Springs 
Mr. Fred Latham 
City Manager 
11710 E. Telegraph Road 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

City of Santa Fe Springs, Planning 
Commission 
Mr. Bill Rounds, Commissioner 
11710 E. Telegraph Road  
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-3679 

City of Santa Fe Springs, Traffic 
Commission 
Mr. Daniel Canchola 
Chairperson 
11710 Telegraph Road  
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
 

City of Santa Fe Springs, Chamber 
Commission 
Mr. Kathy Fink 
Executive Director 
12016 E. Telegraph Road, Suite 100  
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
 

City of Santa Fe Springs, Planning 
Commission 
Ms. Laurie Rios 
Commissioner 
11710 E. Telegraph Road  
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-3679 
 

City of Santa Fe Springs, Traffic Commission 
Ms. Arcelia Valenzuela 
Commissioner 
11710 Telegraph Road  
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
 

City of Santa Fe Springs, Planning 
Commission 
Mr. Michael Madrigal 
Commissioner 
11710 E. Telegraph Road 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-3679 
 

City of Santa Fe Springs, Traffic Commission 
Mr. Gus Velasco, Jr. 
Commissioner 
11710 Telegraph Road 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
 

City of Santa Fe Springs, Traffic 
Commission 
Ms. Kim Zollman 
Commissioner 
11710 Telegraph Road 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

City of Santa Fe Springs, Traffic Commission 
Ms. Sarah Garcia 
Commissioner 
11710 Telegraph Road 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
 

Coalition for Clean Air 
Mr. Kevin Finney 
Climate Change Program Director 
10780 W. Santa Monica Blvd., #210 
Los Angeles, CA 90025 

Coalition for Clean Air 
Mr. Tim Carmichael 
Executive Director 
10780 W. Santa Monica Blvd., #210 
Los Angeles, CA 90025 
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REGIONAL/COUNTY/LOCAL 
AGENCIES  

County of Los Angeles Department of 
Children and Family Services 
Mr. Philip Browning 
Director 
5770 S. Eastern Avenue 
Commerce, CA 90040 
 

County of Los Angeles Department of Health 
Services 
Dr. Thomas Garthwaite 
M.D. Director and Chief Medical Officer 
313 N. Figueroa Street, Rm. 912 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

County of Los Angeles 
Mr. David Janssen 
Chief Administrative Officer 
500 W. Temple Street, Rm. 713 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

County of Los Angeles 
Ms. Lari Sheehan 
Chief Deputy for Unincorporated Areas 
Services 
500 W. Temple St., Room 727 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

County of Los Angeles 
Mr. Alex Garcia 
Department of Regional Planning 
320 W. Temple Street, Rm. 1360 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

County of Los Angeles Arts Commission 
Ms. Laura Zucker 
Program Director 
500 W. Temple Street, Rm. 374 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

County of Los Angeles Department of Parks 
and Recreation 
Mr. Timothy Gallagher, Director 
433 S. Vernon Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90020 

County of Los Angeles Department of Parks 
and Recreation 
Pat Sobrepena 
433 S. Vernon Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90020 

County of Los Angeles Department of Public 
Works 
Mr. Jim Noyes, Director 
900 S. Fremont Avenue 
Alhambra, CA 91803 

Downey Chamber of Commerce 
Ms. Sue Nordin 
Executive Director 
11131 Brookshire 
Downey,  CA 90241 

County of Los Angeles Department of 
Regional Planning 
Mr. James Hartl, Director 
320 W. Temple Street, Rm. 1390 
Los Angeles CA, 90012 

Downey City Library 
11121 Brookshire Avenue 
Downey, CA 90241-7015 
 

County of Los Angeles Flood Control District 
500 W. Temple Street, #754 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

Downey Police Department 
Mr. Roy C. Campos 
Chief of Police 
10911 Brookshire Avenue 
Downey, CA 90241 

County of Los Angeles Public Library 
Ms. Margaret Donnellan-Todd 
County Librarian 
7400 E. Imperial Highway 
Downey, CA 90241 

Gateway Cities Council of Governments 
Mrs. Elba Guerrero 
President, Board of Directors 
16401 Paramount Blvd. 
Paramount, CA 90723 
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REGIONAL/COUNTY/LOCAL 
AGENCIES  

Los Angeles County Community 
Development Commission (LACDC) 
Ms. Teresa Wesson, Analyst 
2 Coral Circle 
Monterey Park, CA 91755 

Los Angeles County Community Development 
Commission (LACDC) 
Mr. Carlos Jackson, Executive Director 
2 Coral Circle 
Monterey Park, CA 91755 

Los Angeles County Community 
Development Commission (LACDC) 
Mr. Michael Popwill, Consultant 
2 Coral Circle 
Monterey Park, CA 91755 

Los Angeles County Department Public Works 
Mr. Mike Long, Supervisor 
160 E. Longden Ave. 
Irwindale, CA 91706 
 

Los Angeles County Fire Department 
Fire Chief P. Michael Freeman 
1320 N. Eastern Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90063 
 

Native American Heritage Commission 
Mr. Larry Meyers 
Executive Secretary 
915 Capitol Mall, Room 288 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
Mr. Jimmy Chen 
Southeast Area Team Member 
Los Angeles, CA 90053-0194 

Norwalk Chamber of Commerce 
Ms. Vivian Hansen 
Executive Director 
12040 Foster Road 
Norwalk, CA 90650 

Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
Mr. Warren Whiteaker 
Planning Manager 
1 Gateway Plaza 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Public Utilities Commission 
Mr. Steve Larson 
Executive Director 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 

Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
Mr. Ray Maekawa 
Transportation Manager, Southeast Area 
P.O. Box 194 
Los Angeles, CA 90053-0194 
 

Redevelopment Agency 
11710 Telegraph Road 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
 

Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transporttion Authority 
Mr. Ken Cude 

   Project Manager 
1 Gateway Plaza 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-2952 
 

Santa Fe Springs City Library 
Ms. Monica Penninger 
Director of Library Services 
11700 Telegraph Road 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
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REGIONAL/COUNTY/LOCAL 
AGENCIES  

South Coast Air Quality Management 
District 
Mr. Oscar Abarca 
Executive Officer 
21865 E. Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 

South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Mr. Steve Smith 
21865 E. Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar,CA 91765 
 

Southeast Recreation & Park District 
13000 Clarkdale Avenue 
Norwalk, CA 90650 
 

Southern California Transportation and Land 
Use Coalition 
Ms. Katherine PerezExecutive Director 
623 N. Azusa Avenue 
Azusa, CA 917022910 

Southern California Transit Advocates 
Mr. Dana Gabbard 
Executive Secretary 
3010 Wilshire Blvd.#362 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 
 

Savanna School District 
Dr. Sue Johnson 
Superintendent 
1330 Knott Avenue 
Anaheim, CA 92804 
 

Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California 
Mr. Peter Carpenter 
Manager, Asset Management 
700 N. Alameda Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

Los Angeles County Supervisor’s Office, 1st 
District 
Ms. Nicole Englund 
Sr. Transportation and Planning Deputy 
856 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
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Table 4.2 summarizes the agencies that replied to the invitation to become a 
Participating Agency. The letters are provided in Attachments I. 
 

 

 

AGENCY NAMES COMMENT 

 
Mr. Tom Plenys, Environmental 
Review Office 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
Region 6 
 

EPA accepts invitation to become 
Participating Agency 
 

 
James F. Devine, Sr. Advisor for 
Science and Applications               
United States Department of the 
Interior 
U.S. Geology Survey 

Declines the  invitation to become a 
Participating Agency 

 

 
Carol Borgstrom, Director 
Department of Energy 
Office of NEPA Policy and 
Compliance 

Declines the invitation to become a 
Participating Agency 
 

Jonathan Snyder 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 

Declines the invitation to become a 
Participating Agency 
 

Lari Sheehan, Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer 
County of Los Angeles 
Chief Executive Office 
Community and Municipal Services 

County of Los Angeles accepts the 
invitation to become a Participating Agency  
 

UPRR 
Freddy C. Chung, Senior Manager 
Industry & Public Projects 

UPRR accepts the invitation to become a 
Participating Agency 

 
Delaine W. Shane, Manager, 
Environmental Planning Team 
Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California 

MWD would like to participate as a 
Responsible Agency 
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Chapter 5        Scoping Meeting_____________________________                        
 
Caltrans hosted two public scoping meetings for the proposed project at City of 
Commerce, Council Chambers, 2535 Commerce Way, Commerce, on February 27, 
2008.   
 
Publicity 

To further expand the reach of the scoping meeting notice, an advertisement was 
placed in the newspapers covering the potentially affected areas (Appendix J).   Each 
publication’s print schedule dictated when each advertisement was published; 
however, the advertisements ran the week of February 11th and then again on  
February 21, 2008,.  Caltrans staff was responsible for the placement of the 
advertisements in the following newspapers: 
 

• Press Telegram 
• San Gabriel Valley Tribune 
• Mundo LA 
• Commerce Comet 

 
The advertisement was created in a clear, easy-to-read format.  The advertisement 
featured the tag line:  “Environmental Scoping Notice Seeking Public Comment on 
Plans for Constructing Improvements on Interstate 5 between Interstate 605 and 
Interstate 710.”  The advertisement provided a brief synopsis of the project and 
encouraged attendance at the meeting.  The advertisement also encouraged the public 
to submit written comments.  
 
Scoping Meetings  
 
Two scoping meetings were held on February 27, 2008 at the City of Commerce 
Council Chamber. 

• The first meeting was held for agencies and elected officials from 2:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. 

• A second scoping meeting was held for the general public from 6:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. 
 
A total of 47 participants signed in for both meetings; 15 attendees at the agency 
meeting and 32 at the evening meeting as verified by the sign in sheets, (Attachment 
K).   Upon arrival, members of the public and agency representatives received two 
meeting handouts: 
 

• Meeting Agenda (Attachment L) 
• Question-Comment Card (Attachment L) 

 
Meeting attendees were then directed to the map viewing where they were greeted by 
a team of Caltrans staff.  The map viewing area provided the public with an opportunity 
to view the project area and boundaries, as well as an opportunity to have their 
questions and concerns addressed one-on-one by Caltrans staff and project 
consultants.  The public was then asked to find a comfortable area to listen to the 
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project presentation.  The formal portion of the scoping meeting consisted of a 
presentation by the California Department of Transportation followed by the public 
comment period.    
 
Following is a list including the Public Meeting Officer and Caltrans panel.  

 
Public Meeting Officer 
• Laura Muna-Landa, the Public Meeting Officer’s script is included in  Attachment 

M.   
 

Caltrans Panel Member 
• Ron Kosinski, Environmental Planning 

  
Comments 
 
After the project presentation, the public was encouraged to provide comments verbally 
without a time limit.  Table 5.1 summarizes the verbal comments received during the 
agency and public scoping meeting and table 5.2 summarizes the comment cards 
collected. The copies of the comment cards are provided in Attachment N. 
 
Table 5.1: Summary of Comments Received During Scoping Meeting 
 
Agency Meeting – 2:00 p.m. 
 
Agency/Interested Party Comments 
Comments from Regional, County, and Local Agencies 
Dave Randall, 
Montebello Unified School District 

Rosewood School playfield backs up to 
the freeway, are you planning to widen 
the freeway to 10 or 12 lanes? 
Not much land to expand on when you 
look into the future.  District is 
considering the rehab of old school 
facilitates, would like to coordinate and 
avoid interference with Caltrans. 

Agency/Interested Party Comments 
Gerardo Alvarez, 
Metro 

Modeling numbers- would like to see 
consistence with the I-710 numbers. 
Did you run the model to identify 
numbers with and with out the truck 
traffic?  We’d like to integrate the 
outreach schedule with the I-710.  
We’d also like to do exactly what the 
previously released report said to do. 
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Agency/Interested Party Comments 
Ed Norris, 
City of Downey, Director of Public 
Works 
 

What are the right-of-way impacts?  
Will Caltrans contact the property 
owners?  When will we know? 
Concerned regarding the traffic spill 
over effect during the construction and 
the impacts caused to local and arterial 
streets, specifically Lakewood and 
Rosemead.  Will the environmental 
document address the impacts? 
Who will fund the repairs/mitigation?  
Also, concerned about what the traffic 
bottlenecks construction will create in 
Downey.  I will also submit my 
comments in writing.  

Alex Hamilton, 
City of Commerce 
 

My comments are not all inclusive and I 
will submit my comments in writing.  I’d 
like to see full communication with the 
Advisory Committee, from the initial 
stages to construction, regular updates 
at all phases and action plan that 
identifies the issues that need 
community consensus when a decision 
needs to be made.  At a previous I-710 
meeting we realized the need for the 
connector between the I-5 and the 1-
710 interchange is not significant, 
where do you stand?  Are the 
connectors part of this project?  
Improve all arterial interchanges within 
this project.  Identify all of the right-of-
way for this project.  Air Quality Plan, 
EIR will need extensive outreach.  
Details regarding HOV lanes, where 
they start and end.  Geometry? 
Persons per car, access points, all 
connectors and arterials need to be 
improved.  What impacts to private and 
public property will this project have?  
Including Telegraph Road where their 
currently is a revitalization project? 
Will Caltrans improve the impacts 
caused by the proposed project?  
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Comments from Utilities, Business, and Institutions 
Marissa Castro-Salvati, 
Southern California Edison 
 

Minimize impacts to the SCE facilities. 
SCE planners will work in coordination with 
your department. Impact to five of SCE 
cities.  

 
 
Public Scoping Meeting – 6:00 p.m. 
 
Agency/Interested Party 

 
Comments 

Comments from Federal and State Elected Officials 
Gerardo Montano, 
Field representative for District 46, 
Assemblyman Fabian Nunez 

Is there a filtering element that can be 
used on all machines working on the 
freeways?  Emissions control devices 

Comments from Regional, County, and Local Agencies 
Alex Hamilton, 
City of Commerce 
 

710 Advisory Committee monitored the 
I-710 study you previously mentioned.  
Make sure you have complete 
communication with the City and the 
Advisory Committee as you initiate the 
environmental review.  Commerce will 
bear the brunt of the impacts, let us 
know when you need consensus.  
Connector 1-5 to 1-710 interchange’s 
previous study didn’t warrant the 
connector or significant right of way, 
where do you stand?  
The Air Quality Plan EIR requires 
extensive outreach.  Need details on 
HOV lanes such as where, geometry, 
persons per car and access points. All 
connectors and arterials need to be 
improved.  What are the impacts to 
public and private properties? 
What are the impacts to Washington 
Boulevard and Telegraph? 
What arterials would require closures? 
How are future Caltrans improvements, 
as well as other yellow areas in this 
map factored in to the analysis?  

Roger Bagne, 
City of Commerce Planning 
Commissioner 

Have you given up on double decking? 
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Agency/Interested Party Comments 
Lucy Ramirez, 
Planning Commission Chair  
City of Commerce 

Widening on Telegraph Road vs. 
residential streets approach should be 
used. 

Fernando Mendoza,  
City of Commerce 

Communication is important.  I’m 
concerned with impacts to residents.  
We saw work on the I-5 freeway, 
residents think this is coming.  Please 
send newsletters.  Work with Brian 
Wolfson, PIO for the City of Commerce. 

Comments from Interested Groups and Organizations 
Robert Eula,  
710 Advisory Committee Chair 
 

Concerned about the pollution that is 
affecting our communities.  Find an 
alternate to the connection to the I-5 at 
Bandini.  Connection at Bandini would 
cross one of our largest parks and take 
homes. 

Arturo Gonzalez,  
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy 
 

I’d like to speak about the following 
issues: (1) If you widen the freeway, 
make the use multi modal; (2) consider 
mitigation for green space; and (3) I 
encourage you to work with metro and 
Metrolink. 

Robert Eula, 
710 Advisory Committee 
 

Commerce already suffers from serious 
pollution.  Both BNSF and UP house 
railyards in Commerce.  We have 7,000 
trucks come into our neighborhood every 
day, according to CARB; we have 140% 
chance of producing cancer, specifically 
in my neighborhood.  Between the rail 
yards and the I-710, you have sufficient 
studies to review. 

Comments from Interested Parties  
 
Art Navarro, 
Resident 

 
I live in the impacted area.  How many 
homes are you planning to purchase?  I 
may be one of them; I live near the wall 
along the Village Drive. 

David Evis 
 

I live near the interchange.  I’m 
concerned about the right-of-way.  I 
suggest you take all of Telegraph to the 
I-710 to Slauson and relocate 
businesses versus residential properties. 
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Comments from Interested Parties  

Julie Duncan,  
Resident 
 

I live two blocks away from the 
freeway.  I am concerned with the 
additional pollution and dirt.  My 
mother is on an HP system and her 
asthma is getting worse.  I am 
concerned about the freeway coming 
closer, due to health deteriorations.  
Will my property value decrease?  
Does Caltrans cover the difference? 
I’m so concerned, I’m sick of it.  The 
freeway is always crowded; can you 
fund 7 mile train system instead? 
Increase train ridership rather than 
increasing lanes on the freeway.  This 
is ridiculous; please don’t construct 
any of the freeway widening 
alternatives. 

Angelo Logan 
 

I’m concerned about the pollution 
generated by the traffic, widening 
impacts and health impacts to 
residents.  Look at other alternatives, 
such as investing in public transit.  
The more you widen the freeways the 
more traffic you create.  Compare cost 
analysis (benefits vs. costs), loss of 
property value, and cost to public.  I 
encourage you to work with the I-710 
Advisory Committee to explore public 
impacts such as health, noise, 
congestion, economic development, 
community resources, parks and 
environmental justice issues. 

Resident  
(did not provide a name) 

Not only do we have the railroads, but 
we also have the proposed power 
plant in Vernon, please include them 
in your analysis.  

Tony Gonzales, 
Resident 
 
 
 

Consider rail pollution impacts.  Rain 
on freeways creates large holes.  
Debris collects on the street.  We are 
breathing the emissions.  Divert to an 
underground system for pollution run 
off, before 2015. 

 
 

 
 



I-5 Corridor Improvement Project (I-605 to I-710)  Scoping Summary Report 

Arellano Associates - 22 - April 2008 

       Table 5.2 Summary of Comment Cards Received at Scoping Meeting 

Agency Meeting – 2:00 p.m. 
 
Agency/Interested Party Comment 
Alfredo Olmos Have a park/area for commuter stations 
Donna Lee Please send each of us a copy of the I-5 Corridor 

Major Investment Study and the Alternatives 
Analysis for the I-5/710 Interchange draft report. 

S.P Olmos  Zone fares per peak hours. Longer stops and 
street legal drivers.  Money refund for people 
who take public transportation 

 
Public Scoping Meeting – 6:00 p.m. 
Robert Eula  Missing Connector 

 
Arturo Gonzalez That Caltrans design, the I-5 widening with the 

recreational/trail connections and amenities in 
line.  That further mitigation be made for nearby 
residential communities 

Connie Blacker I live on north side of 5 freeway, between 
Lakewood and Paramount Boulevard in Downey.  
When will we know if it’s going to be on north 
side or south?  Please keep me informed.  
Please send me the scoping report late Summer. 

Valerio Poliuto We live by the one off ramp of the 710 (going 
south, check map) 40 -50% of the USA imports 
pass to the two main railroads from Long Beach 
and L.A Harbor, any information would be 
appreciated. 

George Rifx All communication documents in Spanish 
Nancy Barragan I would like to get a copy of the 1998 engineering 

report. Thanks. 
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A total of five letters and one comment card were received after the scoping meetings, 
see Attachment O.  The following table, 5.3 summarizes the documents received.  

 
Meeting Record 
 
In an effort to capture the scoping meeting participants comments, both meetings were 
digitally recorded, Attachment P.  
 
Translation services 
 
Based on the demographic composition of the community, the consultant team 
provided bilingual Spanish staff.  A certified interpreter was also available for the 
duration of the public scoping meeting.  Those community members requiring Spanish 
interpretation were provided with a headset with which to listen to the simultaneous 
interpretation of the scoping meeting.    
 
 
 

Agency/Interstate Party Comments 
Responses from Regional, County, and Local Agencies 
Gerardo Alvarez 
Metro 

Recommendations for Caltrans to coordinate with 
Metro on traffic modeling and public outreach efforts 
between this project and Metro’s I-710 Interchange 
project.  

Tina Baca Del Rio 
City of Commerce 

Recommendations to maintain full and complete 
communication process, a complete analysis of 
potential environmental impacts air quality impacts 
from the proposed project to be included in EIR.  

Responses from Interested Parties 
Erick. R. Gordillo Concerned with geometric alignment, lack of 

available project designs, potential lack of 
environmental justice, environmental impact to area 
residents and businesses.  

Virginia Morris Supports project: I-5 must be widened on both sides 
to a 12 lane highway in the cities of Norwalk, 
Downey and Commerce. 

Eva R. Long Add contact information to project mailing list. 

Comment Card  
Mario Sotelo Need copy of 1997 (MIS) RPT, Please send hard 

copy. 


