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1. Introduction  

 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 7 proposes to improve the 

seismically deficient Alamitos Bay Bridge on Pacific Coast Highway (PCH, or SR-1) in the City of 

Long Beach. Caltrans has initiated environmental studies for this project. A joint Initial 

Study/Environmental Assessment is being prepared pursuant to CEQA (California Environmental 

Quality Act) and NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act). Caltrans is the lead agency under 

CEQA and NEPA. In order to better identify the issues to be addressed for the proposed project, 

Caltrans has solicited comments from public agencies, private entities and interested individuals 

regarding potential social, economic, traffic, safety, environmental issues, and agency permit and 

review requirements related to the project. These public outreach activities were conducted during 

the scoping period of July 22, 2015 through September 5, 2015.  This Scoping Summary Report 

(SSR) has been prepared to document these scoping activities. Public and agency outreach efforts 

will continue throughout the project development process. 

 

2. Project Overview 

 

The Alamitos Bay Bridge crosses over the Alamitos Bay and is located between Loynes Drive and 

2nd Street.  The existing bridge has been identified as having seismic deficiencies.  Improvements 

are needed to ensure safe operation of the bridge, especially during a maximum credible earthquake. 

Three   alternatives were proposed for the project: The No Build Alternative; the Bridge Seismic 

Retrofit Alternative; and the Bridge Replacement Alternative:  

- No Build Alternative: Under this alternative, no improvements will be made to the bridge or roadway. 

The bridge will remain seismically deficient. 
 

- Bridge Seismic Retrofit Alternative: This alternative would mainly include adding new support pile 

extensions; strengthening existing piles; adding new support beams; strengthening joints between 

deck slabs; upgrading guardrails at each end of the bridge; and adding a new sidewalk on the NB side 

at each end of the bridge. 
 

- Bridge Replacement Alternative: Under this alternative, the existing bridge would be replaced with 

a new 5-span or 4-span bridge.  The proposed new bridge would be 23 feet wider than the existing 

bridge to allow for a standard median and shoulders; the adjacent roadway would be widened to 

match the new bridge; the new bridge would be higher than the existing bridge to accommodate new 

navigation requirements and accommodate future sea level rise. Permanent and temporary right of 

way acquisition and utility relocation would be involved in this alternative. 

 

Note: As the result of scoping efforts, a Bridge Replacement with Limited Width Alternative has been added 

to the project for further consideration. 

 

3. Public Outreach Summary 

 

The following public outreach activities were conducted for the project. 

 

General public noticing: 

 

- Newspaper advertisements about the project proposal and scoping meeting were placed in the Long 

Beach Press Telegram and La Opinion (in Spanish) on July 22, 2015. 
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- Postcard notices about the project proposal and public scoping meeting were sent to about 3,500 

addresses on July 22, 2015. The mailing included residents and property owners within a 0.4 mile 

radius of the project site; all affected boat slip users; and local groups and organizations.  Those 

contacts without mailing addresses were emailed the postcard.  About 50 additional contacts were 

emailed. 

 

- A short presentation was provided to the Long Beach Marine Advisory Commission on July 9, 2015 

and coordination with the Long Beach Boat Owners Association was made to place information in 

the organization’s newsletter/website.   

 

- A project website was set up at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/travel/projects/details.php?id=47.  The 

website included the scoping notices and project information. 

 

A copy of the notices, postcards, and scoping materials are included in Appendix A. 

 

Elected officials and agencies noticing: 

 

Scoping letters were sent on July 23, 2015 to appropriate federal, state and local elected officials and 

agencies notifying them about the proposed project and the planned public scoping meeting. The 

scoping notices, sample letters, and a list of agencies and elected officials notified about the project 

and invited to attend the scoping meeting are included in Appendix A. 

 

Scoping Meeting:  

 

The meeting was held adjacent to the project site, on August 5, 2015, from 6:00 PM - 8:30 PM, at 

the Best Western Golden Sails Hotel (Emerald Room), 6285 E. Pacific Coast Highway, Long 

Beach, CA 90803. 33 people attended the meeting, including 2 elected officials/representatives.  

The meeting was held in an open house type forum and a Spanish interpreter was provided by the 

project team. Handouts containing project information and a meeting guide were provided to the 

attendees. The meeting included a time for viewing the project maps and exhibits; a power point 

presentation from Caltrans staff providing an overview and description of project alternatives; and 

an opportunity for verbal comments and questions from the public.  Audio recordation of the 

meeting was made for future reference. Caltrans Project staff members were available to clarify and 

answer questions about the project proposal, and contact information was provided for subsequent 

communication.  Comment cards were also provided for the public to provide written comments.   
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Figure 1: A Caltrans staff member giving a presentation about the project in the meeting. 

 

 

 
Figure 2: A public member giving verbal comments in the meeting. 
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Figure 3: Meeting attendees viewing project exhibits. 

 

 

 

4. Summary of Scoping Comments  

 

The scoping comment period extended from July 22, 2015 through September 5, 2015. Caltrans 

accepted comments on the proposed project throughout the entire scoping period and beyond; all 

comments were accepted regardless of the date they were received. A total of 26 comments were 

received from 12 different government agencies, businesses, local organizations and members of 

the public via letters, comment cards, and individuals’ oral testimony. These comments are 

summarized below. All written comments are also included in their entirety in Appendix B. 

 

Table 1: Summary of comment sources. 

Media type Number of 

commenters 

Note 

 

Speakers at 

scoping meeting 

5 These comments are also included 

in the comment cards 

Comments cards 6  

Comment letters 7 4 of these letters are from 

government agencies, 3 are from 

businesses and organizations 

 

Figure 4 below shows the comments by topics: 
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Figure 4: Number of scoping comments by topic 

 

It can be seen from the graph that although the comments were received on a variety of topics, more 

interest was shown regarding the justification for the wider bridge, consistency with local plan and 

SADIP, as well as potential biological impacts.  Issues of aesthetics, construction impacts and 

others were also raised. Below is a further discussion on general public comments and agencies 

comments.  A copy of the written comments in their original format can be found on Appendix B. 

 

4. 1. General public comment summary 

 

Verbal comments from the scoping meeting include the following: 

 

• Substantial studies have been conducted for the SEADIP so the project should use some of 

this information to save money on environmental Studies.  

• A Traffic study for the overall area should be conducted.  

• The Project team should coordinate with the SEADIP’s representative from Caltrans.  

• Questions about right of way acquisition.  

• A question about the seismic challenges of the bridge. 

• The project environmental document should be an EIR rather than an Initial Study. 

 

Written comments from the general public reiterated the above oral comments.  In addition, the 

following issues were raised in the written comments: 

 

• Concern about water quality during construction and post construction. 

• The environmental document should analyze impacts and mitigation measures for 

wetlands, planned wetlands, waterway and associated aquatic resources. 

• The Project Team needs to coordinate with Termo Oil Company and Verizon Company 

about oil pipeline and other utility facilities on and near the bridge. 

• Traffic impacts and safety during construction should be analyzed.  

• A wider bridge would promote higher traffic speed, would not promote traffic calming and 

walkable community. 
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• An EIR should be prepared because the bridge replacement alternative would involve the 

construction of a wider and taller bridge.  The construction and demolition impacts as well 

as traffic impact would be considered significant to the environment. 

• Concern about justification for the proposed bridge width; the width should be the 

minimum necessary to minimize impact to coastal resources. 

• Should consider complete streets goals of the City of Long Beach. 

• Should be consistent with SEADIP update. 

• The project purpose should be to address seismic safety, not increase capacity; 

• Any potential significant impacts (direct, indirect, and cumulative) must be mitigated.  

Mitigation measures must be concrete and enforceable. 

• Would growth inducement be involved? 

• Should consider good bridge design.  

• Should consider cumulative impacts. 

• Asked to be informed of the alternatives. 

 

4. 2.  Agency comment summary  

 

The following is a summary of agencies’ comments by topic. 

 

• Environmental setting:  

The bridge is in a sensitive environmental setting: It is a locally and regionally important 

road serving commercial and residential destinations but in close proximity to wetland, 

marinas, and open waters and is subject to sea level rise. 

 

• Purpose and Need:  

- Justification of the seismic deficiencies. 

- Need to justify the bridge width. 

- Need to focus on seismic improvement, not capacity increase. 

 

• Alternatives: 

- Should include a replacement bridge that has similar profile as the existing one. 

 

• Design: 

- Should limit the number of piles, columns, size of abutments and retaining 

structure. 

- Design should accommodate the navigation of vessels. 

- Bridge width design should be minimum necessary to minimize impacts on the 

environment. 

- Design should accommodate sea level rise.  

- Lane width should be 11 feet instead of 12 feet and Shoulder/Bike lane should be 5 

feet instead of 8 feet to avoid misunderstanding with travel lane. 

 

• Biological impacts:  

- Impacts to wetlands, eel grass and aquatic resources should be analyzed and 

mitigated as appropriate. 

- Noise impacts to birds, bats, and other wildlife resources should be studied. 
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- Wildlife diversion poles, if needed, should be carefully studied and justified. 

- Should limit lighting to minimize impacts on habitats. 

 

• Local Plan consistency: 

- Mobility Element of the City’s General Plan recommends that ROW for road at this 

location is 100ft. A wide bridge would be inconsistent with this Element. 

- Should be consistent with SEADIP. 

- Should be consistent with Traffic calming goal of SEADIP.   

- The City’s Complete Street Goal: balance safety, mobility, context sensitive, 

sustainability, community, bikers and pedestrians, environmental goals, thoughtful 

integration between build and natural environment. 

 

• Aesthetics: 

- Coastal views should be analyzed and maintained, railing should be low and open, 

concern about visual effect of retaining walls. 

 

• Sea level rise:  

- Should incorporate latest scientific information/predictions. 

 

• Construction impacts: 

- Concern about traffic impact during construction on nearby local streets, and access 

for marinas in the channel.  Channel access must be maintained. 
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1/ Sample Elected Official letter: 
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2/ Sample Agency letter: 
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3/ Newspaper Ad. 
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4/Postcard notice: 
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5/ Fact Sheet: 
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6/ List of notified elected officials and agencies: 

Elected officials: 
 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
U.S. Senate 
112 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
U.S. Senate 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Alan Lowenthal 
U.S. House of Representatives–  
Congressional District 47 
100 W Broadway 
West Tower, Suite 600 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 
The Honorable Dana Rohrabacher 
U.S. Representative –  
Congressional District 48 
101 Main St 
Suite 380 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 
 
The Honorable Patrick O'Donnell 
State Assembly - District 70 
110 Pine Ave 
Suite 804 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 
The Honorable Travis Allen 
State Assembly - District 72 
17011 Beach Blvd 
Suite 1120 
Huntington Beach, CA 92647 
 
The Honorable Janet Nguyen 
State Senate - District 34 
2323 N Broadway 
Suite 245 
Santa Ana, CA 92706 
 
The Honorable Don Knabe 
Los Angeles County Supervisor, 4th District 
500 W Temple St 
Room 822 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
The Honorable Robert Garcia 
City of Long Beach 
333 W Ocean Blvd 
14th Floor 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 
 
 

The Honorable Suzie Price 
City of Long Beach 
3rd District Council Office 
333 W Ocean Blvd 
14th Floor 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 
The Honorable Mike Varipapa 
City of Seal Beach 
District Three Council Office 
211 8th St 
Seal Beach, CA 90740 
 
The Honorable Ellery Deaton 
Mayor  
City of Seal Beach 
211 8th St 
Seal Beach, CA 90740 
 
The Honorable David Sloan 
Mayor Pro Tem  
City of Seal Beach 
211 8th St 
Seal Beach, CA 90740 

 
Government Agencies: 
 

Federal: 

Mr. Jared Blumenfeld 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
600 Wilshire Blvd.; Ste. 1460Los Angeles, CA 
90017 
 
Connell Dunning 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
USEPA Region 9, Pacific Southwest, Environmental 
Review Section 
75 Hawthorne St, (ENF-4-2) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
Patricia Port 
US Department of the Interior 
333 Bush St., Ste. 515 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
 
NOAA Fisheries West Coast Region 
501 W Ocean Blvd.; Ste. 4200 
Long Beach, CA 90802-4213 
 
NOAA 
Office of Ecology and Conservation, US Dept. of 
Commerce, 
1401 Constitution Ave NW.; Rm 6800 
Washington, DC 20230 
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Mark Cohen 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
915 Wilshire Blvd.; Ste. 980 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
 
Stephanie Hall 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
915 Wilshire Blvd.; Ste. 980 
Los Angeles, CA 90017-3409 
 
Richard Leifield 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
915 Wilshire Blvd.; Ste. 980 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
 
Lyndell Luster 
United States Coast Guard 
1001 S Seaside Ave, Bldg. 20 
San Pedro, CA 90731 
 
Scott Sobiech 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
2177 Salk Ave.; Ste. 250 
Carlsbad, CA 92008 
 
Mr. Ren Lohoefener 
U.S. Department of Fish and Wildlife 
2800 Cottage Way 
Sacramento, CA 95825 
 
Adam Obaza 
National Marine Fisheries Services 
501 W Ocean Blvd. 
Long Beach, CA 90802-4213 
 
Mark Whitney 
US Department of Energy 
Office of Environmental Management 
1000 Independence Ave SW 
Washington, DC 20585 
 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
1111 Broadway; Ste. 1200 
Oakland, CA 94607-4052 
 
FHWA California Division 
888 S Figueroa St.; Ste 750 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
 
Dave Singleton 
Native American Heritage Commission 
915 Capitol Mall; Rm 364, Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Reid Nelson 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
401 F Street NW.; Ste. 308  

Washington, DC 20001-2637 

Department of the Navy, Western Division 
900 Commodore Dr, San Bruno, CA 94066 

State:  
 
Jack Ainsworth 
Coastal Commission, South Coast District 
200 Ocean Gate, 10th Floor 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 
Teresa Henry 
Coastal Commission, South Coast District 
200 Ocean Gate, 10th Floor 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 
Mr. Ed Pert 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
3883 Ruffin Road 
San Diego, CA 92123 
 
Mr. Mark Nechodom 
California Department of Conservation 
801 K. Street, MS 24-01 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Ms. Joan Cardellino 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway. 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Mr. Ryan Chamberlain 
California Department of Transportation, District 12 
3347 Michelson Drive; Ste. 100 
Irvine, CA 92612 
 
Ms. Chona Sarte 
California Environmental Protection Agency 
1001 I Street 
P.O. Box 2815 
Sacramento, CA 95812 
 
Ms. Lisa Mangat 
California Department of Parks and Recreation 
1416 9th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Mr. John Ainsworth 
CA Coastal Commission 
200 Oceangate 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 
Colonel Christopher Conlin 
California Department of Parks and Recreation 
One Capitol Mall; Ste. 500 
Division of Boating and Waterways 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Rosa Munoz 
California Public Utilities Commission 
320 West 4th St.; Ste. 500 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
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Valerie Carrillo Zara 
Regional Water Quality Control Board 
320 W 4th St.; Ste. 200Los Angeles, CA 90013 
 
Captain Robert Knowles 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
75 Hawthorne St 
Suite 100, M/S:HHS-1 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
P.O. Box 806 
Sacramento, CA 95812-0806 
 
Laura Pennebaker 
California Transportation Commission 
1120 N Street 
Room 2221 (MS-52) 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Chris Flynn 
California Department of Transportation 
Division of Environmental Analysis, MS-27 
P.O. Box 942874 
Sacramento, CA 94274-0001 
 
Naresh Amatya 
California Highway Patrol 
13200 Goldenwest St 
Westminster, CA 92683 
 
Julianne Polanco 
California State Historic Preservation Officer 
1725 23rd St.; Ste. 100 
Sacramento, CA 95816 
 
Jamie Jackson 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
P.O. Box 1179, Ventura, CA 93012 
 

Kevin Gilhooley 
SCAG - Orange County Regional Office 
600 S. Main St.; Ste. 906 
Orange, CA 92868 
 
SCAG  
818 W 7th St.; 12th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
 
Karen Magliano 
California Air Resources Board 
Air Quality Planning and Science Division 
P.O. Box 2815 
Sacramento, CA 95812 
 
Local: 

Patrick DeChellis 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Works 
900 S Fremont Ave, Alhambra, CA 91803 

Los Angeles County Department of Regional 
Planning 
320 W Temple St.; 13th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Mr. Shane Silsby 
Orange County  
Department of Public Works 
300 N. Flower Street 
Santa Ana, CA 92703 
 
Ms. Gail Farber 
County of Los Angeles 
900 S. Fremont Avenue 
Alhambra, CA 91803 
 
Mr. Ken Cruz 
Orange County Fire Authority 
8081 Western Avenue 
Buena Park, CA 90620 
 
Patrick West 
City of Long Beach 
333 W. Ocean Blvd.; 13th Floor 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 
Ara Maloyan 
City of Long Beach 
Department of Public Works 
333 W. Ocean Blvd 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 
Amy Bodek 
City of Long Beach 
Department of City Planning 
333 W. Ocean Blvd.; 4th Floor 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 
Ms. Anneke vanGelder 
City of Long Beach 
333 W. Ocean Boulevard 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 
Jon Slangerup 
Port of Long Beach 
4801 Airport Plaza Dr 
Long Beach, CA 90815 
 
Jill Ingram 
City of Seal Beach 
211 8th St 
Seal Beach, CA 90740 
 
Charles Moore 
Algalita Marine Research and Education 
148 N Marina Dr. 
Long Beach, CA 90803-4601 
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Local (Cont.): 
 
Ms. Kimarie Vestre 
City of Long Beach 
205 N. Marina Drive 
Long Beach, CA 90803 
 
Mr. Russell Craveness 
City of Long Beach 
333 W. Ocean Boulevard 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 
Ms. Vivian Crook 
City of Long Beach 
Alamitos Bay Marina 
205 N. Marina Drive 
Long Beach, CA 90803 
 
Chief Joe Stilinovich 
City of Seal Beach  
Police Department 
911 Seal Beach Boulevard 
Seal Beach, CA 90740 
 
Chief Robert Luna 
City of Long Beach  
Police Department 
400 W Broadway 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 
Chief Mike DuRee 
City of Long Beach, Fire Department 
3205 Lakewood Boulevard 
Long Beach, CA 90808 
 
Gene Seroka 
Port of Los Angeles 
425 S. Palos Verdes St 
San Pedro, CA 90731 
 
Sean Crumby 
City of Seal Beach 
Department of Public Works 
211 8th St 
Seal Beach, CA 90740 
 
Mr. Rick DuRee 
City of Long Beach  
Marine Advisory Commission 
6201 E. Appian Way 
Long Beach, CA 90803 
 
Daryl May 
Long Beach Marine Institute 
6475 E Pacific Coast Hwy 
P.O. Box 281, Long Beach, CA 90803 
 
 

Christopher Garner 
City of Long Beach  
Gas & Oil Department 
333 W Ocean Blvd 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 
Harry Saltzgaver 
City of Long Beach  
Water Department 
1800 E Wardlow Rd 
Long Beach, CA 90807 
 
 
Mr. Christopher Steinhauser 
Long Beach Unified School District 
1515 Hughes Way 
Long Beach, CA 90810 
 
Ms. Sherry Kropp 
Los Alamitos Unified School District 
10293 Bloomfield St. 
Los Alamitos , CA 90720 
 
Mr. Jim Basham 
City of Seal Beach 
211 Eighth Street 
Seal Beach, CA 90740 
 
Chief Joe Bailey 
Marine Safety Department 
888 Ocean Avenue 
Seal Beach, CA 90740 
 
Mr. Phil Hester 
City of Long Beach 
2760 Studebaker Road 
Long Beach, CA 90815 
 
Ms. Elvira Hallinan 
City of Long Beach  
Marine Bureau 
205 N. Marina Drive 
Long Beach, CA 90803 
 
Karen Cadavona 
Southern California Edison 
2244 Walnut Grove Ave 
GO 1 Quad 4C 
Rosemead, CA 91770 
 
Mark Stanley 
Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority 
100 N. Old San Gabriel Canyon Rd 
Azusa, CA 91702 
 
Keith Simmons 
Los Cerritos Wetlands Land Trust 
P.O. Box 30165 
Long Beach, CA 90853 
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