
State of California • Department of Transportation 
 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

                      

 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s Date:  April 22, 2010  

District: 7--Los Angeles/Ventura   

Contact:   Patrick Chandler    

Phone:   (213) 897-3630   

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

CALTRANS & PARTNERS ARE FIGHTING LITTER 

LOS ANGELES – The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) announced 
today during District 7’s Spring Clean Up Day that everyone has to take a part in 
keeping California clean.  Showcased were couchs, sinks, monitors, televisions and 
truck bumpers, grocery carts, futons, food wrappers and many other trash items – all 
found on the freeway. 
 
Representatives from the California Highway Patrol, Los Angeles Regional Water 
Quality Control Board, Waste Management, a Keep California Beautiful member, and 
the California Conservation Corps were partners in today’s effort. 
 
Every year Caltrans spends millions of dollars to fight litter and vandalism on Los 
Angeles freeways and highways.  “So far Caltrans has spent $13 million this fiscal year 
picking up enough litter and debris to fill 10,000 garbage trucks,” said Deputy District 
Director of Maintenance Dan Freeman. 
 
“If you smoke, use your car’s ashtray to dispose of cigarette butts. Discarded by the 
millions, they get into storm drains and end up polluting our lakes and rivers,” said 
Freeman. ”  Drivers need to tarp, tie down and secure their loads. California’s highways 
are littered with things like mattresses, refrigerators and ladders that present a safety 
hazard for motorists.” 
 
This year District 7 has spent $1.9 million cleaning up 2.9 million square feet of graffiti.  
“This is not the best use of tax dollars, these are funds that should be used to improve 
the freeway system,” said Freeman. 
 
Through the Caltrans Adopt-a-Highway program businesses, organizations and 
individuals can take responsibility for keeping a two-mile stretch of road free from litter.   
 
Currently, in District 7 there are 190 active adoption groups in Los Angeles and Ventura 
Counties and more than 2,693 statewide. They are making considerable inroads in 
roadside litter control and saving California taxpayers hundreds of thousands of dollars  
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a year.  Throughout the State, these volunteers picked up nearly 16,741 cubic yards of 
trash in by the end of last year. 
 
Caltrans also partners with adjacent cities to maximize clean-up efforts, and work with 
community groups such as schools, churches and charitable organizations.  
 
“We need all the help we can get. So please get the word out—trash and litter have no 
place on our freeways.  Don’t trash California,” said Freeman.  
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