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Imp ;

ving preliminary ‘mapping for
Lanes Project and the Purisima
Road Safety Improvement Project.

There will be a brief presentation at 6:30 p.m. to
further inform you on the potential projects.

® To collect written feedback from the community
on proposed improvements along the corridor.

There are comment cards designed to obtain your
suggestions or opinions on the project.

® To allow residents and property owners the
opportunity to determine whether there may be
any temporary or long-term impacts to their
properties if proposef projects are undertaken.

There is a map indicating right of way lines and
assessor parcel numbers. A representative from
Caltrans Right of Way is available to assist you with
determining where your property is located on the map.
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. urisima Road is experiencing a pattern of
bro. e accidents. There have been twenty-five traffic collisions at the
intersection in the five-year period between April 1, 2001 and March 31,
2006. (This is approximately four times the statewide average collision rate
for similar intersections in California.) Of these collisions, twenty-one were
broadside accidents involving vehicles turning left from Purisima Road onto
Route 246. Of the twenty-one broadside collisions, eleven resulted in
injuries.
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This nine-mile segment of Route 246 is a two-lane conventional highway with
numerous intersections and private access points. The terrain is essentially
flat except for the area near Tularosa Road, which is near the top of a ridge.
Short uphill grades on Route 246 approach the intersection from both
directions. The primary land use along this highway segment is agriculture.
Many farm implements, (tractors, plows, etc.), use the highway to access

isolated fields.

Traffic studies for this highway segment show that vehicles spend 65% of the
time behind slower moving traffic during peak hour. Although there are
several locations along this highway segment where passing is permitted
when safe, during periods of peak use, safe passing is limited by oncoming
traffic. This causes queuing or platooning. This situation is exacerbated at
Tularosa Road when heavy trucks and farm vehicles are slowed by the steep
approach grades. Through traffic is further delayed when left-turning
vehicles slow or stop in the through lane to wait for oncoming traffic to clear
before they can safely complete their turn.

The passing lanes will reduce the possibility of unsafe passing by impatient
motorists. The improved sight distance at Tularosa Road will allow
motorists to more safely enter the stream of traffic on the highwa.y. The
left-turn channelizations will segregate left-turning vehicles, which currently
slow and stop in the through lanes, thus reducing the possibility of rear-end
type accidents.




Project Description

Two sets of passing lanes in each direction, varying between 1.4 and 2.2 miles
in length, will be constructed at 1.7 to 3.2 mile intervals to provide passing
opportunities during peak periods. Lowering the highway profile through
the intersection will reduce the length of the uphill grades approaching
Tularosa Road. This will reduce the speed loss of heavy trucks and farm
equipment at this location. The profile correction will also improve sight
distance for vehicles entering the highway from Tularosa Road. Left-turn
channelizations at Hapgood Road, Campbell Road, Big Ranch Road and
Drum Canyon/Mail Road intersections will also impl‘ove the flow of traffic
by removing turning vehicles from the through lanes, thus reducing delay. A

two-way left-turn lane will be constructed between Hapgood Road and Big
Ranch Road.

East Bound Passing Lane
.17 miles
Two-Way Left Turn Lane
West Bound Passing Lane
1.50 miles

East Bound and West Bound
Passing Lane

Proposed Santa Rosa Creek Bridge Widening
Bridge Number 51-0139 To The South Side To

Accommodate Left Turn Movements
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JUSTIFICATION OF
ROUNDABOUT
Numerous reports from data
collected across the nation have
identified roundabouts as viable
alternatives to reduce the number
and severity of broadside collisions.
The modern roundabout is now
recognized nationally as an

' intersection type and traffic control
treatment capable of providing unique and significant operational and safety
benefits over a wide range of traffic volumes and conditions. A roundabout
at the project's intersection will have fewer conflict points and eliminate
broadside conflicts. The severity of the collisions will decrease due to low
speeds, 15 to 20 mph, within the circular roadway. High-speed broadside
conflicts will be replaced with low speed merging conflicts, resulting in
potentially fewer and less severe collisions.
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Visual Impact Assessn&enﬁ“ G
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Floodplam ﬂlnfpacts
- - Gultural Resources Evaluation
Biological Studies
Hazardous Waste Investigation
Air and Water Quality Study
Noise Studies
Farmland Analysis
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miamdalegged‘ frog (Rana

Southwestern pond turtle @ictfnemyJ marmorata pallida) - California Special
‘ Concern Species

- Western spadefoot (Spea hammondi) - California Special Concern Species

Coast horned lizard (Phrynosoma coronatum) - California Special Concern
Species

Black-flowered figwort (Serophularia atrata) - California Native Plant Society
1B.2
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’ gs feed on zooplankton and older larvae feed
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California tiger salamander lifespan is approximately 10 years and reaches sexual
maturity in approximately 3-5 years.

California tiger salamander is reliant on both aquatic and terrestrial habitats.
Aquatic habitat essential for CA tiger salamander reproduction.

3 Males arrive first to breeding ponds and stay longer (6-8 weeks)

& Females arrive later and stay F- A S

3 Single female may lay 400 - 1300 eggs

& Salamanders return to uplands for tie rest of the year and may not return to

breed again for many years

| 3 Aquatic breeding haﬁitat can be natural ephemeral pools and ponds, enhanced
natural pools and ponds or man made pools such as agricultural and stock ponds

California tiger salamanders spend most of every year in uplands
3 First 3-5 years juveniles never go to ponds
& Adults on{y at ponds for few weeks

3 Use the burrows of small mammals in the uplands surrounding breeding ponds
& Juveniles disperse from ponds in all directions

3 Move up to 2,200 feet from breeding ponds to find suitable refugia

The decline of the California tiger salamander is attributed to the loss,
degradation, and fragmentation of habitat. The competition and predation from
introduced species likely has a negative effect on the species as well.
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Written comments may ep ace ]_n%the
comment box, or m%y be d}:reétly maﬂéd to:

CALTRANS DISTRICT 5
Attention: Cathy Stettler
50 Higuera Street

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

or
E-mail: cathy_stettler@dot.ca.gov
Contact Cathy Stettler at (805) 549-3797

Please submit your comments by August 15, 2008



~ eWe WI]I reﬁne ‘the proposed bmld a.lternatlves
~ based on your comments and the study results.

- e What is there for the public to review?

| Public input is important to our study process. Additional
‘ | opportunity will be made available for comment when the

draft environmental document has been approved for
public circulation.
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