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San Diego Freeway (I-405) Improvement Project
Notice of Intent to Adopt a De Minimis 4(f) Findings
Study Results Available

California Department of Transportation
(CALTRANS) is proposing to improve the
San Diego Freeway (I-405) by adding a
tolled Express lane in each direction to be
managed with the existing HOV lanes as a
tolled Express facility between State Route
73 (SR-73) and Interstate 605 (I-605). The
proposed action would improve the
operations on 1-405 primarily in the County of
Orange for approximately 16 miles between
0.2-mile south of Bristol Street and 1.4 miles
north of 1-605, as well as portions of State
Route 22 (SR-22), SR-73, and 1-605 to
reduce congestion and improve lane
continuity through the corridor. The Record
of Decision (ROD) (May 15, 2015) was
developed pursuant to 40 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) 1505.2 and 23 CFR
771.127. The ROD approved the Preferred
Alternative  (Alternative 3) identified and
analyzed in the Final Environmental Impact
Report / Environmental Impact Statement
(EIR/EIS) (March 2015).
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A previously prepared Preliminary Section 4(f) De Minimis Finding for the project was issued on October 13, 2011 and
included in the ROD. Per Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966 and related requirements,
when a Section 4(f) resource is discovered after circulation of the environmental document, a separate Section 4(f)
Evaluation must be prepared. The Evaluation is reviewed and approved following the same procedures as if it was
discovered during the initial environmental process.

The project is design-build and is currently in preliminary design. As part of on-going project refinements, the proposed
improvements were determined to extend into Moon Park and the Sunflower Avenue Multi-purpose Trail (SAMPT) which
are recreational resources and are subject to protection under Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act
of 1966. Caltrans has studied the project’s impacts on these 4(f) resources. Our study indicates the resources will not be
adversely affected. The report that explains why is called a preliminary De Minimis 4(f) Findings. This notice is to inform
you of the preparation of the preliminary De Minimis Findings and of its availability for you to review.

The preliminary De Minimis Findings are available for review and copying (for a fee) at the Caltrans District 12 Office, at
3347 Michelson Dr., Suite 100, Irvine, CA 92612 on weekdays (except public holidays) from 8:00am to 5:00 pm. The
findings will also be available for review during regular business hours at the following locations:

Mesa Verde Branch Library (2969 Mesa Verde Drive, Costa Mesa, CA 92626)

Fountain Valley Library (17635 Los Alamos, Fountain Valley, CA 92708)

Huntington Beach Central Library (7111 Talbert Avenue, Huntington Beach, CA 92648-1296)
Website: http://www.dot.ca.gov/d12/DEA/405/0H100/DM4F/

Do you have any comments about the preliminary De Minimis Findings? Would you care to make any other comments
on the project? If you have comments or concerns on the proposed De Minimis Findings, please submit them in
writing no later than July 21, 2016 at 5:00 pm to Caltrans District 12 Office, 3347 Michelson Dr., Suite 100, Irvine,
CA 92612-8894 (Attn: Smita Deshpande) or via email D12.405proj@dot.ca.gov.

For more information about this study or any transportation matter, call David Richardson, Public Information Officer,
Caltrans District 12, (949) 724-2000.

Individuals, who require special documentation in alternate formats, etc., are requested to contact Caltrans District 12,
Attn: Iffat Qamar (949) 724-2000 at least 14 days prior to the closure of the 30 day review period. TDD users may
contact the California Relay Service TTY line at either 711 or (800) 735-2929 or contact the voice line at (800) 735-
2922.
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