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CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION PERMITS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
GROUP MEMORY – OCTOBER 18, 2011 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of the California Transportation Permit Advisory Council (CTPAC) is to 
provide a forum for government and industry viewpoints on State transportation 
permitting policies and procedures. Both the State of California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) and the Transportation industry believe that this is an effective 
way of understanding and improving the permit process. CTPAC representatives use 
council and steering committee meetings to update their members on changes and help 
resolve permit related issues.   

Action Items show the individual(s) responsible for working on the specific Action Item 
and the discussion of the CTPAC members about the path forward for the Item.   
 
Public Comments 
 
None. 
 
Points of Order 
 
The Facilitator for this CTPAC meeting was Suzanne Scheideker-Cook.  Ms. 
Scheideker-Cook reminded the meeting participants of the CTPAC Rules of 
Engagement, which are to remember to turn off cellular telephones, respect others’ 
opinions, and stay on point so that the meeting may finish on time.  The minutes from 
the June 15, 2011 CTPAC meeting were not available for the members to review and 
approve. 
 
Ms. Scheideker-Cook also discussed that she had reviewed the Brown Act and believed 
that CTPAC meetings may be subject to the requirements of the Brown Act.  Ms. 
Scheideker-Cook recommended that the CTPAC members have their legal counsel 
weigh in on this issue since non-compliance may be subject to fines.  Mr. James Brown, 
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), stated that Caltrans did not 
believe that the CTPAC meetings met the provisions of the Brown Act and felt it was not 
necessary to seek legal advice on this issue. 
 
Opening Remarks and Updates 
 
James Anderson, Caltrans, and Eric Sauer, California Trucking Association, (CTA) gave 
the opening comments.  James Anderson announced that this is probably Robert 
Orozco’s last CTPAC meeting because Mr. Orozco plans to retire at the end of this fiscal 
year.  (Mr. Orozco is a Caltrans employee who is also a CTPAC member.)  There is a 
temporary supervisor in the North Region who is Chiu Liu.  The two permit offices have 
now been merged together.   
 
This consolidation is not up for any further discussion.  Effective December 18, 2011, all 
permit inquiries/permit transactions should be sent to the North Region.  James 
Anderson requested that this information be distributed and transmitted widely by 
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Industry to its members.  Additionally, James Anderson stated that Caltrans would send 
a formal notice to the California Highway Patrol (CHP) that this has occurred.  The CHP 
representatives present at the meeting requested new telephone numbers since it only 
has the current numbers for the South Region.   
 
Industry representatives asked “Do you still have to differentiate between North and 
South Region?”  Caltrans stated “No.”  The permits will be processed on a first come, 
first serve basis.  James Anderson continues to be concerned about the inspections.  
James Anderson believes that once things have settled down, Caltrans and Industry will 
get an idea as to how this merge is working/not working. 
 
James Anderson then asked the CTPAC members if they still wanted to continue to 
have meetings in Southern California.  The answer was “Yes.”  The question was also 
asked if the CTPAC meetings should still be held in the San Bernardino Caltrans facility 
or is there another Southern California location/facility that would work better for the 
participants.  The Southern California location for future CTPAC meetings will be 
determined in the next several months. 
 
Eric Sauer discussed that there needs to be more Industry stakeholders involved in 
CTPAC.  In CTA’s last e-mail notification regarding the upcoming CTPAC meeting, Eric 
received a lot of e-mails that bounced due to bad addresses.  Internally, at CTA, staff 
has changed and as a result, the roles and responsibilities have shifted.  CTA will be 
doing a recruiting drive for CTPAC membership.  Any suggestions on how to grow 
CTPAC membership would be welcome by Eric 
 
Charter Review and Upshot Status 
 
Eric Sauer stated that the status for this project remains unchanged. 
 
Crane Work Group – Alvin Mangalindan, Chair (Greg Dineen Reported) 
 
Greg Dineen reported for Mr. Mangalindan on this topic.  The Crane Work Group is 
waiting for the green weight methodology from Caltrans.  Caltrans will send this 
information to the Crane Work Group Chair and Greg Dineen for review and discussion.  
Caltrans is also requesting Industry’s assistance in rewriting this policy. 
 
Annuals Work Group – Matt Klenske, Chair  
 
The status remains the same.  Greg Dineen continues to work on the transponder 
technology with Case Studies based in Irvine, California.  Eric Sauer brought up an issue 
regarding permits being recognized on an I-Pad.  The CHP currently does not accept 
electronic permits and needs a hard copy.  However, this is a change that could be done 
at the State legislative level.  There was a recommendation to have this proposal drafted 
as legislation and introduced as a State Assembly Bill. 
 
Tridem Work Group – Leon Franks and Doug Murry, Co-Chairs 
 
Leon Franks recapped the discussion from the morning’s Tridem Work Group session 
and stated that the end result will be that there will be a proposal from Industry to revise 
the current TPPM 2009-02. 
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Variance Work Group/CHP Escorts – Leon Franks, Chair 
 
Leon Franks stated that at the June 2011 CTPAC meeting that this issue was taken off 
the table for further discussion.  To make it very clear, there will be no further pursuit of 
Pilot Car certification at CTPAC meetings. 
 
Industry stakeholders asked the CHP representatives if there was an existing CHP 
policy that determined how many CHP officers get assigned to a specific load or if there 
was a designated person/unit within the CHP that made this decision.  Per the CHP, it is 
the decision of the CHP Sergeants assigned to the Commercial Unit and the CHP 
Coordinator.  The number of officers assigned to a specific load can vary depending on 
weather issues, visibility, road conditions, etc.  Industry would like to know if there is any 
discussion or flexibility regarding this issue.  The CHP representatives suggested that 
this item of concern should be discussed with the CHP Coordinator.  Ultimately, it is the 
CHP Coordinator’s decision as to how many officers will be assigned.  Normally, the 
minimum is 3 officers. 
 
Fixed Loads Work Group – Greg Dineen, Chair 
 
Greg Dineen recapped the current items from the morning’s earlier Fixed Loads Work 
Group session.  Tow Trucks were also discussed during the Fixed Loads Work Group 
session.  In the Working Group, the question was posed as to why each vehicle may 
only have one annual permit.  Industry also wanted to know if this rule was a Caltrans 
written policy.  Caltrans representatives stated that the two core principles of the 
Caltrans Permit Program are 1) single-function use of equipment and 2) reducibility. 
 
The verbiage that was agreed upon by the CTPAC members for a description when it is 
a single generator encased for protection is: 
 
“Serial Number or Identification Number must be on the permit.” 
 
Industry stakeholders asked Caltrans if a vehicle might get multiple annual permits.  
Caltrans stated, “Yes, if it is the same described vehicle.”  Per Caltrans, it will not issue 
an annual permit for a different configuration on the same vehicle.  Caltrans is looking for 
“truth in trucking” on this issue. 
 
Status of Transportation Permits Manual – Bob Shepard and Robert Orozco, Co-
Chairs 
 
Chapters continue to be updated with the comments that Caltrans has received from 
Industry.  The Chapters that Caltrans has reviewed are 2 (Permit Types), 4 (Variances), 
6 (Emergency Moves), 7 (Compliance), and 8 (Glossary).  These Chapters have also 
been sent out to Industry for review and comment. 
 
Separately, Caltrans met with Industry in July 2011 to discuss the changes in Chapter 4.  
The next steps are that Caltrans will finalize these Chapters once it receives input from 
Industry on Chapters 2, 6, 7, and 8.  At the last CTPAC meeting, Caltrans sent copies to 
Bob Shepard to be distributed to Industry for review and comment.  Caltrans has sent 
two requests to Industry for feedback but has not received any input yet from Industry 
stakeholders. 
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Caltrans will send out Chapters 1, 3, and 5 in the next several weeks.  Greg Dineen will 
work with Bob Shepard to get the Industry comments back to Caltrans by mid-November 
2011.  The Industry stakeholders suggested that the crane industry should be kept 
separate as before with regards to enforcement from the rest of the Industry. 
 
Industry asked if the new Transportation Permits Manual has been released to other 
Caltrans permitting staff since there was an incident in the Northern Region where a 
Caltrans permit writer was taking information out of this Manual.  According to Caltrans, 
this should not be happening. 
 
New Business and New Proposals  
 
Industry would like to have bonus weights added without having an Inspector involved.  
Caltrans wants to have the Inspector involved for consistency because he/she was 
originally in the loop on the permit.  Per Caltrans, Industry needs a new inspection when 
it changes the weights on a 9-axle or above. 
 
An update was also requested regarding the new Caltrans permit system.  The new 
permit system has just been approved. 
 
Caltrans will be increasing its fees.  The range of the new fees is shown in the table 
below. 
 
Type of Permit Price Range Comments 
Single Trip $ 25 to $26  
Annual Permit $120 to $125  
Hourly Rate $ 75 per hour The hourly rate will be assessed 

for engineering review and CHP 
coordination. 

 
Review Action Items/Next Meeting 
 
Action Item Assigned 

to: 
Target Date: Comments 

#1/Suggestions for 
potential new 
locations for future 
South Region 
CTPAC meetings 

All March 2012 None. 

#2/Caltrans will 
distribute list with 
new telephone/fax 
numbers for 
consolidated 
Permits Office for 
Industry and CHP. 

Kien Le, 
Caltrans 

Mid-November 2011. None. 

#3/The Crane 
Work Group will be 
assisting Caltrans 
in drafting 

Caltrans 
and Greg 
Dineen  

To be determined. None. 
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language 
regarding the 
close-coupled load 
transfer. 
#4/Greg Dineen 
will arrange a 
presentation from 
Case Studies for 
the next CTPAC 
meeting. 

Greg 
Dineen 

February 22, 2012 The 
presentation will 
be on the 
transponder 
technology that 
has been 
discussed in the 
Annuals Work 
Group. 

#5/Develop Tridem 
proposal for 
current TPPM 
2009-02. 

Eric Sauer, 
Greg 
Dineen, and 
Leon Franks 

February 22, 2012  

#6/Industry 
comments 
regarding 
Chapters 2, 4, 6, 7, 
and 8. 

Bob 
Shepard 

December 1, 2011 The Industry’s 
comments will 
be submitted to 
Robert Orozco, 
Caltrans. 

 
What Went Well? 
 

• The location is convenient. 
• Lunch was affordable. 
• The facility, as always, was nice. 
• Good input/active dialogue/animated. 
• CHP involvement at this CTPAC meeting was great. 

 
What Could Have Been Improved? 
 

• More participants. 
 
The next CTPAC meeting will be February 22, 2012, with the Work Groups starting at 
9:00 a.m. at the CTA Offices in Sacramento, California. 
 
Eric Sauer made the adjournment at 2:00 p.m. 
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