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California	Transportation	Permits	Advisory	Council	(CTPAC)	
Steering	Committee	Meeting	

	
Thursday,	June	11,	2015	
12:00	pm	to	2:00	pm	

California	Trucking	Association	Office	
	

Meeting	Summary	
	

Item	#1	–	Welcome	

Eric	Sauer,	California	Trucking	Association	(CTA),	welcomed	the	group	and	
introductions	were	conducted.		He	acknowledged	increased	participation	from	
members	and	continued	participation	from	the	California	Department	of	
Transportation	(Caltrans)	and	the	California	Highway	Patrol	(CHP).		He	appreciated	
the	regular	attendees	and	the	changes	that	have	occurred,	but	is	concerned	about	
the	continuity	of	operations.		He	will	update	the	contact	list	with	assistance	from	
members.			

The	increased	responsiveness,	follow‐up	and	engagement	from	Brian	Toepfer,	
Caltrans,	and	his	staff	is	greatly	appreciated.		Members	should	continue	using	the	
feedback	form	since	the	form	is	working	well.		He	also	emphasized	the	effectiveness	
of	utilizing	this	group,	but	we	should	also	use	interim	meetings	to	address	issues.	

	

Item	#2	–	Caltrans	Update	

Brian	Toepfer	is	the	Acting	Office	Chief	for	the	Office	of	Commercial	Vehicle	
Operations	(CVO).		Brian	introduced	John	Holzhauser	as	a	new	Branch	Chief,	who	
can	be	reached	at	(916)	708‐0533	for	any	issues.		Brian	also	introduced	Kris	Kuhl,	
who	is	the	Assistant	Division	Chief	of	Traffic	Operations.	

Kris	discussed	changes	to	the	organization	along	with	additional	changes	in	the	
Permit	Issuance	Branch	structure,	and	the	creation	of	the	Office	of	Commercial	
Vehicle	Operations.		He	mentioned	the	work	in	progress	of	filling	vacancies,	and	
commended	Brian	on	doing	a	great	job.		Kien	Le,	Caltrans,	with	his	new	position	
with	another	office,	will	work	with	John	Holzhauser	to	address	the	audit	items	and	
any	outstanding	issues.		ITPS	is	on	the	horizon	but	the	Route	Clearing	Database	and	
STARS	need	to	be	stabilized;	currently,	CalRoutes	is	available	online	and	STARS2	is	
available	to	select	users.		CalRoutes	and	STARS2	provide	more	stability	and	a	better	
production	environment.		He	also	reiterated	the	use	of	the	feedback	form	for	
positive	and	constructive	comments.		Kris	introduced	Tom	Hallenbeck,	who	is	the	
Division	Chief	of	Traffic	Operations.	
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Tom	Hallenbeck	commended	Brian	again.			The	Division	is	in	the	process	of	
permanently	filling	the	CVO	Office	Chief’s	vacancy.		Tom	gave	a	brief	background	of	
his	roles	in	District	9.		He	is	trying	to	get	up	to	speed	with	various	issues	facing	the	
Division	and	the	trucking	industry.		He	stated	that	trucks	are	a	big	piece	of	the	
Division	as	noted	in	the	Strategic	Plan,	Mission,	Vision,	Goals,	and	Values.		Strategic	
Plan	goals	for	the	Transportation	Permits	program	are	to	improve	freight	efficiency	
and	route	restrictions	by	2020.	

A	Caltrans’	audit	team	reviewed	the	Transportation	Permits	program’s	processes	
and	offered	some	basic	observations.		The	audit	noted	some	efficiency	and	security	
issues	along	with	improvements	that	can	be	made	to	the	billing	and	issuance	
procedures.		Internal	audit	details	cannot	be	shared.	

The	roll‐out	of	the	new	online	Route	Clearing	Database	system	is	progressing	with	a	
few	delays,	but	the	system	is	moving	forward	now.		There	is	a	pending	funding	
request	for	additional	resources.	

An	opportunity	to	participate	and	comment	on	the	California	Freight	Mobility	Plan	
process	is	available	to	anyone	who	is	interested.		The	focus	is	changing	on	corridor	
mobility,	but	freight	mobility	and	truck	access	will	still	maintain	a	higher	level	role.			

Strategic	Highway	Safety	Plan	(SHSP)	is	in	the	process,	but	there	is	one	specific	
challenge	area	on	truck	issues.		Eric	Sauer	added	that	he	is	the	SHSP	representative	
on	the	commercial	vehicle	area	and	he	will	provide	progress	reports	to	the	group.		

	

Item	#3	–	Public	Comment	

Curt	Weeks,	Cozad	Trailers,	expressed	a	concern	with	the	turnaround	time	for	
permits	processed	on	Fridays	due	to	limited	staff	and	a	large	pending	workload.	

Brian	Toepfer,	Caltrans,	indicated	that	his	staff	is	working	overtime	to	try	to	sustain	
the	workload.	

Eric	Sauer,	CTA,	recommended	to	the	members	to	use	the	permit	feedback	form	for	
a	specific	item	so	Caltrans	can	review.		He	reminded	members	to	include	as	much	
detail	as	possible.	

Lorin	Sabin,	Heavy	Transport,	inquired	about	the	response	procedure	for	the	
feedback	form.	

Eric	Sauer,	CTA,	indicated	that	Caltrans	has	been	providing	a	fairly	quick	turnaround	
time	to	look	into	issues	identified	in	the	feedback	form.		Caltrans	also	has	done	a	
good	job	with	contacting	the	customer	and	discussing	issues	with	them.	
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Tim	McVay,	Marco	Transport,	stated	the	new	online	system	is	working	great.		He	has	
completely	transitioned	to	the	online	system,	and	has	received	quick	responses.	

Kris	Kuhl,	Caltrans,	acknowledged	and	thanked	Tim	for	his	feedback.		Kris	also	
indicated	that	the	fax	machine	will	slowly	be	phased	out	when	the	online	system	is	
completely	rolled	out.	

	

Item	#4	–	Action	Item	Review	

Kevin	Riley,	Caltrans,	went	over	the	action	items	from	the	previous	two	CTPAC	
meetings	(See	attached	lists).	

	

Item	#5	–	Workgroup	Updates	

a) Crane	Group	

Action	–	John	Bray	and	Mike	Vlaming	will	develop	a	new	proposal	requesting	
that	for	all	terrain	cranes,	in	excess	of	overall	80	feet	length,	be	allowed	to	travel	
with	an	annual	permit.		The	new	proposal	will	be	completed	by	the	next	meeting.	

b) Annuals	Group	

See	action	items	from	previous	meeting.	

c) Variance/CHP	Escort	Group	

See	action	items	from	previous	meeting.	

d) Fixed	Loads/Tow	Trucks	Group	

None	
	

Item	#6	–	Status	of	Development	of	Transportation	Permit	Manual	(TPM)	

See	action	items	from	previous	meeting	regarding	posting.	

	
Item	#7	–	New	Business	and	New	Proposals	

Curt	Weeks,	Tim	McVay,	John	Holzhauser,	and	Kien	Le	will	discuss	after	the	meeting	
the	status	of	Action	Items	#10	and	#11	from	the	September	14,	2014	meeting.		The	
action	items	pertain	to	the	issuance	of	an	inspection	report	for	certain	types	of	
vehicle	using	certified	manufacturer’s	drawings	and	weight	tickets	in	lieu	of	having	
a	vehicle	inspector	performing	an	in	person	inspection.	
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Curt	Weeks	inquired	about	the	pilot	car	map	updates	and	when	the	printed	versions	
of	the	maps	will	be	available.		

Kien	Le	indicated	the	pilot	car	map	updates	are	on	the	list	of	things	to	do.	

Kris	Kuhl	indicated	we	cannot	commit	to	an	update	of	the	maps,	but	the	online	
version	is	the	best	resource.			

	

Item	#8	–	Review	Action	Items,	Next	Meeting	

Eric	Sauer	will	look	for	the	next	meeting	date	in	October	2015	in	Fontana	at	the	
Caltrans	Southern	Regional	Lab.	
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Action	Items	from	June	11,	2015	Meeting	
Action	
No.	

Item	 Due	
Date	

Status Notes	 New	Due	
Date	

1	 All	members	to	review	the	
membership	list	and	send	updates	to	
Eric	S.	

8/1/15	 	 	 	

2	 Eric	S.	to	provide	information	on	the	
Caltrans	Freight	Mobility	Plan	to	
members.		

7/15/15	 	 	 	

3	 Tim	M.	to	reach	out	to	all	members	
and	encourage	attendance	and	
participation	at	the	next	meeting.	

10/1/15	 	 	 	

4	 Curt	W.	to	provide	a	feedback	form	
and	Brian	T.	to	review	staffing	and	
permit	issuance	operations	on	
Fridays.	

9/1/15	 	 	 	

5	 Brian	T.	to	explore	additional	
payment	options	for	permit	fees,	
including	online	payments	similar	to	
DMV.	

10/1/15	 	 	 	

6	 John	H.	to	coordinate	introduction	of	
the	Office	of	Commercial	Vehicle	
Operations’	staff,	which	address	
Legal	Truck	issues,	at	the	next	
Northern	California	meeting.	

2/1/16	 	 	 	

7	 John	B.	and	Mike	V.	to	develop	a	new	
proposal	for	all	terrain	cranes,	in	
excess	of	80	feet	long,	to	travel	with	
an	annual	permit	by	the	next	
meeting.	

10/1/15	 	 	 	

8	 Eric	S.	to	send	out	confirmation	and	
details	for	October	2015	meeting	in	
Fontana	at	Caltrans	offices.	

9/10/15	 	 	 	

	

Action	Items	from	February	11,	2015	Meeting	
Action	
No.	

Item	 Due	
Date	

Status Notes	 New	Due	
Date	

1	 Eric	S.	will	review	the	permit	
feedback	form	and	current	process	
for	possible	improvement	and	will	
provide	a	response	by	Feb.	27,	2015.	

2/27/15	 Done	 	 	

2	 Bob,	Loren	and	Matt	to	provide	a	
feedback	form	along	with	supporting	
document	on	when	a	vehicle	
inspector	would	reissue	a	new	
inspection	report	to	Eric	S.	by	Feb.	
27,	2015.		

2/27/15	 On‐going	 Form	will	be	forthcoming	but	
conclusion	is	that	the	owner	of	the	
interchangeable	vehicles	(ie.	jeep,	
trailer,	and	dolly)	are	irrelevant	for	
the	purpose	of	the	hauler	requesting	
permit.		Change	of	ownership	for	
fixed‐load	vehicles	currently	require	
a	re‐inspection.		Eric	S.	will	
document	and	respond	accordingly.	

One	
Week	
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3	 Yin‐ping	L.	‐	will	look	into	the	
possibility	of	having	a	credit	card	on	
file	for	debtor	account	and	respond	
to	Eric	S.	by	March	20,	2015.	

3/20/15	 Done	 Per	Brian	T.	not	able	to	
accommodate	the	credit	card	on	
file.	

	

4	 Greg	D.	will	provide	curfew	travel	for	
cranes	and	boom	truck	travel	issues	
to	Kien	L.	by	Feb.	27,	2015.	

2/27/15	 In	
Progress	

Policy	for	boom	truck	completed	
and	cranes	is	still	in	process.	

Done	by	
next	
meeting	

5	 Greg	D.	will	provide	revised	
transponder	proposal	and	revised	7,	
8	&	9‐axle	un‐laden	inventory	as	
previously	discussed	by	two	weeks	
prior	to	the	next	meeting.	

5/28/15	 In	
Progress	

Transponder	proposal	still	in	
progress	–	possible	smart	phone	
solution	versus	transponder.		
Conference	call	pending	but	still	
need	Greg	D	to	work	with	John	H.	
on	the	inventory.	

Pending	
inventory	

6	 Greg	D.	to	follow	up	with	local	
agencies	regarding	the	need	to	have	
Caltrans	permit	prior	to	issue	their	
permits	and	discuss	possible	process	
changes	or	other	options	and	update	
the	group	at	the	next	meeting.	

6/11/15	 In	
Progress	

Greg	D.	Eric	S.	to	schedule	a	
meeting	with	League	of	
California	Cities	&	Counties	and	
Caltrans	to	address	the	issue.	

Before	
next	
meeting	

7	 Greg	D.	to	work	with	workgroup	on	
curfew	restrictions	with	regards	to	
all	groups	and	submit	a	proposal	for	
discussion	at	next	meeting.	

6/11/15	 Done	 Repeat	of	Item	#4	 	

8	 Greg	D.	–	to	submit	proposal	on	
multi‐axle	12	foot	wide	by	120	foot	
long	un‐laden	annual	permits	for	
discussion	at	next	meeting	and	move	
to	item	to	annual	workgroup.	

6/11/15	 In	
Progress	

Greg	D.	will	follow	up	on	this	
issue	

Two	
Weeks	
before	
next	
meeting	

9	 Yin‐Ping	L.	–	will	format	and	post	the	
manual	when	all	chapters	are	
finalized.	

TBD	 In	
Progress	

Kelly	M.	‐	Working	on	final	
comments	and	formatting.	

Before	
next	
meeting	

10	 Eric	S.	will	send	out	confirmation	and	
details	for	June	2015	meeting	at	CTA.	

5/10/15	 Done	 	 	

Action	Items	from	September	24,	2014	Meeting	
Action	
No.	

Item	 Due	
Date	

Status Notes	 New	Due	
Date	

2	 Rick	H.	to	provide	specific	examples	
of	inconsistencies	in	permits	to	Eric	
S.	by	November	24,	2014	to	be	
follow‐up	with	Caltrans.			

	 On	going	 Per	Rick	H.	on	February	11,	
2015,	he	will	follow	up	with	a	
feedback	form.	

6/01/15	

3	

	

Rick	H.	to	provide	specific	examples	
of	phantom	restrictions	to	Steve	D.	
by	November	24,	2014	for	follow‐up.		

11/24/15 	 Per	Rick	H.	information	was	
provided	on	February	11,	2015.		
Rick	H.	to	follow	up	with	
information	as	to	whom	it	was	
provided	and	provide	a	feedback	
form	by	March	2,	2015.	

3/2/15	

8	

	

Greg	D.	to	provide	specific	examples	
of	the	issues	with	cranes	traveling	
through	curfew	restrictions	to	Hani	
R.	by	November	24,	2014.			

11/24/14 	 Completed	and	additional	policy	
information	to	be	provided	to	
Kien	L.	by	March	2,	2015	per	
February	11,	2015	notes	and	
actions.	

3/2/15	



Page 7 of 7 
 

9	 Tim	M.	and	Greg	D.	will	revise	their	
proposal	for	a	9‐axle	vehicle	to	haul	
non‐permitted	items	on	their	return	
trip	and	resubmit	to	Caltrans	for	
reconsideration.			

	 On‐going	 Proposal	was	revised	and	Greg	D.	
will	follow	up	on	resubmitting	
this	proposal.	

Three	
weeks	
prior	to	
meeting	

10	 Leon	F.	to	coordinate	specific	
examples	of	certified	drawings,	
reports	and	weight	ticket	and	work	
with	Hani	R.	on	approaches	that	may	
be	considered	in	lieu	of	physically	
inspected	the	vehicle	and	to	develop	
a	target	case	by	the	next	meeting.	

	 Pending	 Received	and	John	H.	will	follow	
up	with	Tim	M.	

7/1/15	

11	 Hani	R.	to	follow	up	with	CHP	on	
consideration	of	the	certified	
manufacturers’	drawings,	report	and	
weight	ticket	as	part	of	the	
inspection	process	in	lieu	of	
physically	inspecting	the	vehicle	as	a	
pilot	project.	

	 Pending	 John	H.	will	follow	up	with	Rob	
Sanchez	based	on	the	results	of	
Action	Item	#10.	

8/1/15	

12	 Eric	S.	to	provide	background	
information	on	width	restrictions	at	
SR	241	toll	booths	to	Yin‐Ping	L.	for	
following	up.	

	 Done*	 Item	was	discussed	at	the	CTPAC	
meeting.		Joe	B.	followed	up	with	
District	12	on	2/10/15.		Issue	
remains	in	process	with	Kien	L.	
and	Yin‐Ping	L.		Joe	Burns	will	
continue	to	wrap	this	up.	

7/1/15	

13	

	

Rob	S.	to	follow	up	with	CHP	staff	on	
a	response	to	comments	from	Curt	
W.	on	the	SR‐299	corridor.	

	 On‐going	 Prompt	response	provided	by	
Rob	S.	to	Eric	S.	which	Eric	S.	will	
forward	to	the	committee.	

6/12/15	

14	 Eric	S.	to	pursue	the	inclusion	in	the	
Transportation	Omnibus	bill	the	
topic	of	transportation	permits	on	
mobile	devices	instead	of	paper	
permits.			

	 On‐going	 Industry	met	with	Caltrans	and	
CHP.		Industry	drafted	language	
for	the	Omnibus	Bill	but	
Transportation	Committee	did	
not	allow	it	in	Omnibus	bill	for	
unknown	reasons.		Eric	S.	to	
follow	up	on	this	issue	and	
update	the	group	by	March	11,	
2015.	

3/11/15	

15	 Eric	S.	to	coordinate	a	meeting	with	
the	Executive	Director	of	the	Port	of	
Los	Angeles	(POLA)	on	the	
overweight	corridor	and	will	invite	
Caltrans	and	CHP	accordingly.	

None	 On	going	 Eric	S.	stated	that	this	is	still	in	
process.		Discussion	held	and	
POLA/Long	Beach	are	willing	to	
meet.		Eric	S.	to	follow	up.	

	

On	going	

	
	

	


