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California Transportation Permits Advisory Council (CTPAC) 
Steering Committee Meeting 

 
September 24, 2014 
12:00 pm to 2:00 pm 

California Trucking Association Office 
 

Meeting Summary 
 

Item #1 – Welcome 

Eric Sauer, California Trucking Association (CTA), welcomed the group and 
introductions were conducted. 

Eric S. acknowledged the large attendance from agencies, the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) and the California Highway Patrol (CHP), and that more 
attendance from industry was needed.  Eric S. emphasized the need to keep this group 
going and to work together to resolve issues.  In addition, he challenged the industry 
staff present to reach out to their partners and encourage more attendance and 
participation. 

Action #1 – Eric S. committed to seeking additional ways to encourage industry 
support and participation. 

 

Item #2 – Public Comment 

Rick Hill, All CalPermit Services, requested clarification of the organizational structure of 
the Transportation Permit Issuance Branch to better understand the supervision of the 
permit writers.  He stated that there have been inconsistencies in the response to 
industry request for permits.  He feels that it is based on the specific staff person 
responding to the request that dictates the response.  Yin-Ping Li, Caltrans, requested 
specific examples to allow follow up and examine the issues. 

Action #2 – Rick H. to provide specific examples of the inconsistencies to Eric S. 
by November 24, 2014 for follow up with Caltrans. 

 

Item #3 – Caltrans Update 

John Liu, Acting Division Chief for the Caltrans Division of Traffic Operations, shared 
that Tom Hallenbeck has been named as the new Division Chief for the Division of 
Traffic Operations and will be on board as of October 1st.  John also shared that 
Caltrans will be working towards installing more roundabouts and that this is consistent 
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with FHWA direction on the use of roundabouts.  He stated that several State and Local 
projects have already been completed and several more are being pursued in 
California.  However, he wanted o assure industry that Caltrans direction is to ensure 
input from all users and that all needs are being accommodated.  In addition, he shared 
that Caltrans is open to discuss design changes to accommodate oversized loads.  
Further, he shared that Caltrans will be pursuing a webinar with industry to educate, 
explain and outreach on roundabouts and to ensure we have the correct user groups 
being considered at specific project locations. 

Greg Dineen, Transportation Industry Consultant, expressed considerable concern with 
roundabouts.  John L. acknowledged the concerns and emphasized the need for the 
webinar to outreach to industry. 

Bob Sheppard, Transportation Industry Consultant, also questioned the footprint 
needed for roundabout installation, specifically in the tight right-of-way locations that 
exist in California.  John L. stated that the footprint is taken into consideration in 
conjunction with the design vehicle traffic at the site. 

Yin-Ping Li, Chief of the Caltrans Office of Permits, provided updates on organizational 
changes in her office.  Specifically, she identified the three new managers in the 
Transportation Permit Issuance Branch; Justin Unck, Steve Sowers, Raj Chharan.  Hani 
Romani has also transitioned to the Transportation Permit Branch.  In addition, she 
shared that there are several vacancies in the Transportation Permit Issuance Branch.  
Consequently, when the new staff come on board they will need training.  She asked for 
all customers to be patient while these positions were being filled and the training 
progresses.  Yin-Ping L. also provided an update on the STARS Replacement Phase I 
(RCATS) project that has been separated into two parts – one to replace Route 
Clearing Database and one for the online application.  Yin-Ping L. thanked all of the 
external participants on the testing of the new system.  She shared that permit staff are 
working with IT to process the external testers’ feedback as quickly as possible.  In 
addition, she explained that the target for full deployment is dependent on the results of 
the testing that will be on-going until the end of October.  She said that the plan is to roll 
the system out during the slow time of the year to allow for training.  To expedite the 
testing and roll out, she asked the external testers to provide very specific feedback and 
whether an issue is a fatal flaw or simply a cosmetic enhancement. 

Rick H. expressed concern that restrictions are not being removed in a timely fashion 
and are showing up in the system as phantom restrictions.  He questioned if restrictions 
that no longer exist are being removed from the system as quickly as possible.  Steve 
Donnelly, Caltrans, asked for specific examples of these phantom restrictions. 
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Action #3 – Rick H. to provide specific examples of the phantom restrictions to 
Steve D. by November 24, 2014 for follow up. 

Greg D. shared that he is working with another Caltrans committee regarding falsework 
and that they have discussed the potential for quicker removal of falsework.  Greg D. 
stated that he will follow up with that committee as well regarding timely notification of 
falsework removals.  Rick H. asked for clarification of the process for notification when 
new projects are opened that change restrictions, such as a 2-lane to 4-lane expansion.  
Yin-Ping L. responded that the District Truck Services Manager is the lead to notify the 
Office of Permits of changes in restriction such as this. 

 

Item #4 – Presentation from Caltrans Structure Maintenance & Investigation 

Mike Johnson, Caltrans Structure Maintenance & Investigations (SM&I), presented to 
the group on the California Bridge Program and how their program addresses the 
upgrading of bridges for permitted loads.  There was some discussion amongst the 
industry and agency representatives regarding the setting of priorities and the 
communication of issues.  Mike J. identified Kevin Keady and Darren Stauts as the 
points of contact regarding bridges with specific issues or concerns.  In addition, he 
encouraged industry to notify Kevin K. and Darren S. of specific locations that may need 
to be addressed for permit loads.   

Action #4 – Eric S. to share presentation with attendees as part of the Action Item 
follow up from the meeting. 

Action #5 – Mike J. to share webpage links for listings of upcoming projects with 
Eric S. for distribution to attendees. 

 

Item #5 – Action Item Review 

Eric S. updated the committee on the publication of the Transportation Permit Manual 
and stated that industry needs to be more responsive on this item and engaged in the 
review.  He requested an extension of 30 days to complete the review and provide 
comment on the standing version of the manual.  Eric S. and others clarified that this is 
not a review and comment on the established Caltrans policies but only a revision of the 
manual to incorporate the Transportation Permit Policy Memorandums (TPPM). 

Action #6 – Greg D. and Eric S. to coordinate a meeting for industry to review and 
provide comments on the Transportation Permit Manual to Caltrans by October 
24, 2014. 
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Action #7 – Yin-Ping L. to invite and introduce staff from the Office of Traffic 
Engineering that address Legal Truck issues. 

 

Item #6 – Crane Workgroup 

Alvin Mangalindan deferred to Greg D. on the outstanding issue regarding curfew 
restrictions. 

Action #8 – Greg D. to provide specific examples of the issues with curfew 
restrictions to Hani R. by November 24, 2014. 

 

Item #7 – Annuals Workgroup 

Tim McVay, Marco Transport, reported that their proposal regarding a 9-axle vehicle 
hauling items that did not require a permit versus the standard unladen on their return 
trip was denied.  He stated that the workgroup is seeking an increase in the items that 
can be hauled on the return trip such as (pilot cars, passenger vehicle, etc.) beyond 
what is currently stated. 

Action #9 – Tim M. and Greg D. will revise their proposal for a 9-axle vehicle to 
haul non-permitted items on their return trip and resubmit to Caltrans for 
reconsideration. 

Curt Weeks, Industry, requested a status on the turnaround time for processing of 
annual permits and Hani R. stated that it is currently at 14 days. 

 

Item #8 – Variance Workgroup 

Leon Franks, Contractors Cargo, stated that the CHP escort issue has been addressed 
and should be removed from future agendas.  In addition, he stated that Caltrans is 
considering the acceptance of a certified manufacturers drawings, report and weight 
ticket as part of the inspection process in lieu of physically inspecting the vehicle.  Eric 
S. questioned what would be the impact of this approach on CHP and their enforcement 
role. 

Action #10 – Leon F. to coordinate specific examples of certified drawings, 
reports and weight ticket and work with Hani R. on approaches that may be 
considered and to develop a target case by the next meeting. 

Action #11 – Hani R. to follow up with CHP on consideration of the certified 
manufacturers’ drawings, report and weight ticket as part of the inspection 
process in lieu of physically inspecting the vehicle as a pilot project. 
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Item #9 – Status of Development of Transportation Permit Manual 

See Action Item #6 under Item #5 above 

 

Item #10 – New Business and New Proposals 

Tim M. stated that in cases where a toll booth has been removed and manual toll 
collection has been ceased in lieu of a gantry being installed and automated toll 
collection occurring, the original width restrictions are still showing up in the system.  He 
stated that this had been previously tasked to Caltrans for follow up. 

Action #12 – Eric S. to provide background information in width restrictions at toll 
booths to Yin-Ping L. for follow up. 

Curt W. inquired about the previous discussions with CHP on the State Route 299 from 
I-5 to US 101 that is currently shown as a red route and is currently under various 
construction projects.  He stated that he provided comments to CHP as agreed at a 
previous meeting but no response had been received.  Rob Sanchez, CHP, stated that 
he will follow up with CHP staff on a response to the comments. 

Action #13 – Rob S. to follow up with CHP staff on a response to comments from 
Curt W. on the SR-299 corridor. 

Eric S. provided an update on the use of mobile devices for permit documents.  He 
stated that there had been a productive meeting in early September with Caltrans, CHP 
and CTA staff and that the specifics of the permit documents to be shared had been 
clarified.  CHP will be examining the specifications of the appropriate/adequate device 
to show the permit documents as well as an indemnification of CHP for any damage to 
the device.  Eric S. will be pursuing this under an upcoming omnibus bill. 

Action #14 – Eric S. to pursue the use of the mobile device for permit documents 
for inclusion in the Transportation Omnibus bill. 

Eric S. stated that there was no update on the overweight corridor beyond a future 
meeting with the Port of Los Angeles. 

Action #15 – Eric S. to coordinate a meeting with the Executive Director of the 
Port of Los Angeles and will invite Caltrans and CHP accordingly. 

Greg D. requested background information regarding the internal bridge requirement, 
TPPM 2009-02 “Tridem Bonus Weight”, that requires that there be a minimum spacing 
of 25'-0" or greater, measured from center of last axle to center of first axle of the next 
tridem group, between qualifying tridem groups. 
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Action #16 - Joe Burns, Office of Permits, will coordinate the response from the 
Office of Permits and SM&I and provide it to Greg D. by October 24, 2014. 

 

Item #11 – Next Meeting 

Action #17 – Hani R. to identify the date, time and location of the next meeting to 
be held in the south part of the state in approximately January or February. 


