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Changes to the Categorical Exemption/Categorical Exclusion Form 
 
To address the provisions of the CE Assignment MOU and NEPA Assignment MOU, the 
Categorical Exemption/Categorical Exclusion form has been revised. On the new form, the 
planner will identify the applicable MOU under which the CE determination has been made.   
If the project is being approved under 23 USC 326, the form requires that the applicable 
Categorical Exclusion activity be identified by number. Based on FHWA's NEPA 
regulations at 23 CFR 771.117 and Appendix A of the CE Assignment MOU, the planner 
will identify the applicable activity number from one of the following:  (1) the "c" list, (2) 
the example activities on the "d" list, (3) Appendix A of the MOU.  Once identified, the 
applicable activity number will then be entered on the CE/CE form. 

 
Completion of the Categorical Exclusion Checklist is required and will aid in making 
these determinations. 

 
Applicability 
Effective immediately for all State Highway System and Local Assistance projects under 
the NEPA Assignment Program, This memorandum supersedes the following Division of 
Environmental Analysis memoranda for environmental document review procedures: 

 
Date    Subject 
July 3, 2007   Categorical Exclusions for Section 6004 and  
     Section 6005 Assignment of Responsibilities 
June 7, 2007    Interim Policy-Assignment of Responsibility  
     for Categorical Exclusion Determinations 

Signature Authority 
 
The Senior Environmental Planner or her/his designee determines if the CE/CE form is 
ready for signature.  The Senior Environmental Planner and the Project Manager or District 
Local Assistance Engineer (DLAE), as appropriate, both sign the CE/CE form. The Senior 
Environmental Planner signature may not be delegated. 

 
If you have any questions regarding this memorandum, please call Dale Jones, NEPA 
Delegation Assignment, at (916) 653-5157 or Wendy Waldron, NEPA Program Statewide 
Coordinator, at (805) 542-4656. 

 
Attachments 

1. Categorical Exclusion Form  
2. Categorical  Exclusion Checklist  
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Cc:   Denix Anbiah, Division Chief of Local Assistance  
   Margaret Buss, Local Assistance 
   Design District Deputy Directors 
   Project Management District Deputy Directors 
   Planning District Deputy Directors 
   Dale Jones, Office Chief, NEPA Assignment and Staff Development 
   Gina Moran, Office Chief, Environmental Management 
   Anmarie Medin, Office Chief, Cultural Studies 
   Amy Bailey, Office Chief, Biology 
   Pete Conn, Office Chief, Hazardous Waste, Air, Noise & Paleontology 
   Joyce Brenner, Office Chief, Stormwater Program Implementation 
   Bhaskar Joshi, Office Chief, Stormwater Program Development 
   John Chisholm, District Environmental Coordinator 
   Jody Brown, District Environmental Coordinator 
   Jeremy Ketchum, District Environmental Coordinator 
  Bob Pavlik, District Environmental Coordinator 
 
 

 

 


















