
IMPORTANT NOTE: 
The letter and the guidance that follow have been maintained in their entirety in order to keep a 
record of the mutual agreement that Caltrans and the California Division of the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) reached with respect to the implementation of 23 CFR 771.129. 
 
Under NEPA Assignment, Caltrans is now responsible for FHWA's responsibilities under NEPA 
as well as consultation and coordination responsibilities under other federal environmental laws. 
These responsibilities became effective July 1, 2007. Similarly, under the 23 USC 326 CE 
Assignment MOU, Caltrans has assumed responsibility for determining CEs for activities listed 
under 23 CFR 771.117(c), the activities listed as examples under 23 CFR 771.117(d), and the 
actions listed in Appendix A of the MOU. In addition to those projects where Caltrans has 
assumed CE responsibility, Caltrans has also assumed FHWA's responsibilities for 
environmental review and consultation under other federal environmental laws. 
 
Caltrans’ Standard Environmental Reference (SER) has been updated to reflect these 
responsibilities with chapter updates and with a new Chapter 38 dedicated solely to NEPA 
Assignment. For information on reevaluation and consultation, please see Chapter 
33. 
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