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Transportation research – cruising 
along on a superhighway?



…or stumbling down a rutted road?



“I looked all over the ’net…”

Enormous amount of information on the web 
≠

 
all information on a topic

≠
 

useful information
≠

 
the information you need



Toolbox
TRIS
TRT (Transportation Research Thesaurus)
TRB Publications Index
Google Meta Transportation search
Expert assistance



DRI – Research Topics



Culverts and environmental protection



TRIS – http://ntlsearch.bts.gov/tris
Produced by TRB, 
hosted by NTL
600,000 records
Interdisciplinary
Full-text – 10%



TRIS – Advanced Search
Allows more search 
terms
Field searching, such 
as by title or author
Limits – date, full-text
Can combine search 
terms



TRIS Keyword Search
Search for 
culverts and 
environment*



TRIS Keyword Search Results

Yields 220 hits
environment* = 
environment, 
environmental, 
environments, etc.



Search Using TRT Terms
Modify search 
TRT Terms
instead of 
Keywords



TRIS – TRT Search Results
TRT terms focus 
search
64 hits – subset of 220 
hits from Keyword
search
Records can be marked 
and downloaded
Email not integrated



Finding TRT Terms
Transportation 
Research Thesaurus
TRT tab on search 
screen
Hierarchical structure



Finding TRT Terms
Browse tab on search 
screen
Choose “TRT Term”
from dropdown menu



Browse for TRT Terms
All terms in the 
thesaurus that begin 
with “environment” are 
displayed
Click on any term and 
search will be done for 
that TRT term



TRIS Full Record 
Abstract
URL near bottom
Other links generate 
new searches – they  
do NOT take you to 
full text!



Getting to the Source, Part 1
URL in record
Full text article –
access very direct



Getting to the Source, Part 2
First item easy to find –
full text link
But what about second 
one, from AASHTO?



Getting to the Source, Part 2
No link to full text?

Caltrans Library – if 
the item isn’t in the 
collection, librarians 
will obtain it for you
TLCat



Limit to Full-text
Advanced search screen 

gives option to search 
Full Text links only



Full Text Records Only
Links display in search 

results – easy access



TRIS – Search History
Takes you to previous 
searches
Click on number of hits 
to retrieve search 
results
Can combine searches



TRB Publications Index
http://pubsindex.trb.org
All TRB series
Many full text links



TRB Index Search Results
Titles and dates
Can mark records and 
email results



TRB Index Full Record Display
Abstract
Full text link



Google Meta Transportation Search
Google Custom Search
Transportation 
librarians wanted better 
search engine 
State DOT and public 
transit agency searches



A Different Google Search
Quality sources
Focused results



State DOT Search
Limit to state DOT 
sites only
Add “California”
Note that Caltrans isn’t 
only source



Scholarly Sources 



Expert Assistance – Your Library

“Information wants to 
be free.”

– Stewart Brand

“There’s no such thing 
as a free lunch.”

– Anonymous



Finding Transportation Information
TRIS
TRT
TRB Publications Index
Google Meta Transportation Search
Caltrans Library



Thank you!
Institute of Transportation Studies Library 
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/ITSL/
510-642-3604
itslib@berkeley.edu or 
revans@library.berkeley.edu

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/ITSL/
mailto:itslib@berkeley.edu
mailto:revans@library.berkeley.edu
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