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The following discussion was the subject of a talk prepared for a laboratory luncheon group meeting in April 1938. It seemed that
the material might be of interest to those who are not acquainted with the early history of the oil mix type of pavement. It is also
believed that it is worth describing some of the steps by which a laboratory test procedure is developed to fit a new type of
construction.

The oil mix surfacing is the youngest member of the pavement family, and had its effective beginning in California in 1926. This,
however, was not the first use of oil for highway purposes. In a cooperative report issued in 1929, McKesson and Frickstad gave a
brief historical sketch which relates that asphaltic base oil and light residues had been applied to dirt roads in California over 40
years ago. In fact the first recorded use was the oiling of the road on Ortega Hill near Summer-land in 1876. In 1902, according to a
report by James Abbott in the U.S. Department of Agriculture Year Book, 750 miles of county roads and city streets had been oiled
in California.

There was no organized maintenance, however, and when an oil treated Earth road became rough it was very rough indeed and
much worse than if no oiling had been done at all. As a result, the use of oil was largely discontinued, and it was not until 20 years
later that it was again given serious attention.
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