


"Ryan Smith" 
crsmithlaw@worldnet. 

att.net> 

04/27/2006 07:55 PM 

To: "'Mark Vilcheck"' <mark-vilcheck 0 dot.ca.gov> 
cc: "'Rafael Bolon"' <rafael-bolon @ dot.ca.gov>, "'Tom S himada"' 

<tom-sh i mada @ dot.ca.gov>, " 'S FOBB- E2-TI Contract DistO4"' 
cSFOBB-E2-T1 -Contract_DistO4 @dot.ca.gov>, "Reba Torres" 
<re ba-torres 42 dot.ca.gov>, "'Robert Mertz"' 
<rmertzlaw @ worldnet.att.net>, "'Michael Foerder"' 
<mi ke2dj @ s bcg lo bal. net> 

Subject: E2/T1 NCR 080 - TBS Unapproved QC Inspector 

Mark, 

As discussed today, please find the attached NCR documenting TBS' use of an unapproved QC inspector. 
Please contact me if you have any questions. 

RYAN T. SMITH 
Structural Materials Representative 
Caltrans Office of Structural Materials 
Mobile: 858-232-6799 
Fax: 707-552-7758/ 91 6-227-71 17 
rsmithlaw@,worldnet.att.com 

04-01 20E4-15-B31-04-27-06-TBS-UT technician issue (NCR 8( 

mailto:rsmithlaw@,worldnet.att.com


FNCY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTAYON 
DIVISION OF ENGINEERING SERVICES 
MATERIALS ENGINEERING AND TESTING SERVICES 
Office of Structural Materials 
Quality Assurance and Source inspection 
Bay Area Branch 
690 Walnut Ave., St. 150 
Vallejo, CA 94592-1 133 
(707) 649-5453 

Contract # : 04-012034 
Cty SF Rte 80 PM 13.4,13.8 

File # 20 .25 B 
FAX: (707) 649-5493 

QUALITY ASSUIIANCE - NONCONFORMANCE REPORT 

Location: Trans Bay Steel, Napa, CA. 

Prime Contractor: Kiewit, FCI, Manson, (KFM) Joint Venture 

Submitting Contractor: Trans Bay Steel 

Date: 04-27-2006 Thursday 

NCR #OS0 NCR # 072 

Type of problem: 

Welding: 0 Curing: Procedural: Bridge No.: 34-0006 
Joint fit-up: Coating: c] Other: Component: K I S S  Pile E2-16 bottom, GS-40 
Procedural: Procedural: Non Destructive Testing (UT) 

Welding Concrete c] Other KI 

Description of Non-Conformance: The Quality Assurance inspector observed the Quality Control inspector 
Berchel White performing ultrasonic testing (UT) of pile segment to segment complete joint penetration weld 
number GS-40. Mr. White was previously approved as a Level I1 UT Technician for this project as an employee of 
La Force Inspection Enterprises and is now employed by Trans Bay Steel. Trans Bay Steel has not certified Mr. 
White to perform ultrasonic testing (UT) on this project at this time. 

Applicable reference: Contract Special Provisions, Section 8-3 .O 1 Welding and AWS D 1.1-2002, Section 6.1 1, NDT 
Other Than Visual Procedures 
V. 
W. 
X. 
certifications and expiration date. 

Who discovered the problem: Joe Lanz (QA) 

Name of individual from Contractor notified: Bill Kroplin, TBS QCM 

Time and method of notification: Verbally on this date in the morning at approximately 1100 hours. 

Name of Caltrans Engineer notified: Mark Vilcheck, Structure Representative 

Time and method of notification: April 27,2006 at approximately 1950 hours via verbal notification 

QC Inspector's Name: Bill Kroplin, TBS QCM 

Was the QC Inspector aware of problem: Yes 

Written Practice of the NDT inspection personnel or firin. 
Name of certifying authority and outside Level 111, if applicable. 
Names, qualifications, and documentation of certifications of NDT personnel to be used to include level of 

Contractor's proposal to correct the problem: Mr. Kroplin stated "He is here and we are going to use him." 

Comments: This report is for the purpose of determining general conformance with the contract documents and is not for 
the purpose of making repair or fit for purpose recommendations. Should you require recommendations concerning repairs 
or remedial efforts please contact Ryan Smith, (858) 232-6799,, who represents the Office of Structural Materials for your 
project. 

Inspected By: Joe Lanz Quality Assurance Inspector 

TL-15, Nonconformance Report (3128106) Page 1 of 2 
Hardcopy Routing Instructions: 

I .  Resident Engineer 2. Inspecting Brunch Contruct File 3. Re.sponsih1e Brunch Contruct File (with supporting documentution) 



QUALITY ASSURANCE - NONCONFORMANCE REPORT 
(Continued, Page 2 of2) 

Page 2 of 2 TL-15, Nonconfonnance Report (3/28/06) 

I .  Resident Engineer 
Hurdcopy Routing Instructions: 

2. Inspecting Brunch Contruct File 3. Resymwihle Brunch Contruct File (with supporting docummtution) 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA-BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION - District 4 Toll Bridge Program 
333 Burma Rd. 
Oakland, CA 94607 
(510) 286-0538, (510) 286-0550 fax 

 
 

Kiewit-FCI-Manson, JV June 28, 2006 
220 Burma Rd. 
Oakland, CA 94607 Contract No. 04-0120E4 

04-SF-80-13.4, 13.8 
Attn: Mr. Chris Webb SAS T1 & E2 Foundations 

Welding Quality Control Manager SFOBB-ESSSP 
 

Letter No. 05.003.01-001457 

Subject: NCR - Trans Bay Steel, 04/27/06 (UT Performed by Unapproved Technician) 

Dear Chris, 
 
The Department issued a Non-conformance Report (NCR) at Trans Bay Steel (TBS) in Napa, California, on 
April 27, 2006, pertaining to Mr. Berchel White performing ultrasonic testing without approval. 

 
The NDT certification records for Mr. White were submitted to the Department in KFM Submittal No. 521, 
Revision No. 00, dated April 28, 2006, which was approved by the Department’s Letter No. 1169 dated May 12, 
2006. This NCR is considered by the Department to be resolved. 

 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mark Vilcheck at (510) 286-0526. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Vilcheck 
Structure Representative 

 
For: Pedro J. Sanchez 

Resident Engineer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: P. Sanchez 

M. Woods 
R. Smith 

 
file: 05.003.01, 09.006.03 

 
 
 
 

“Caltrans improves mobility across California” 
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