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From: RYAN T. SMITH 
Structural Materials Representative 
Quality Assurance and Source Inspection Branch 
Office of Structural Materials 
 
KFM LETTER 273 – RESPONSE TO METS NCR’S 168 
 
 
The Materials Engineering and Testing Service (METS) has reviewed KFM Letter 273 
dated June 25, 2007.  This letter is requesting to close METS NCR’s 168 which was 
issued to the Contractor by State Letter 05.03.01-0003151. 
 
In May 2007, METS documented that the Contractor’s Quality Control Inspector allowed 
a welder to perform a repair weld to the overhead Nelson studs on the Southeast 
transition girder without an approved welding procedure specification (WPS).  In 
addition the Quality Control (QC) Inspector was not notified prior to or during the 
welding in order to properly verify the electrical parameters of the weld.   
 
As stated in the Contractor’s response letter, the Contractor did not continue to weld with 
the WPS, instead used a WPS approved in KFM-SUB-1452.  Additionally, the 
Contractor began tracking the stud welding on their 5-week schedule in order to provide 
adequate notice of welding and to assure proper QC coverage.  METS inspectors have 
noted no further instances of the issue since that time and consider NCR 168 to be 
resolved at this time. 
 
If you have any questions, or would like to discuss the issues, please call me at (858) 
232-6799. 
 
cc:  Rafael Bolon 
 Tom Shimada 
 Albert Carreon 
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