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Caltrans Work Zone Safety
2016 Fact Sheet


· The Caltrans Workers Memorial ceremony honors the 184 Caltrans workers killed on the job since 1921. 
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· This year, Caltrans will pay special tribute to Structures Construction Transportation Civil Engineer and Chula Vista resident Oscar Vargas, 54. The 29-year Caltrans veteran died July 15, 2015, after he lost control of his Caltrans truck after leaving a nighttime project along Interstate 8 in Imperial County. 

· In 2014, 63 workers and motorists died in California work zones. 

· Work zones are dynamic places that can change from minute to minute. The presence of large trucks, construction equipment, changing traffic patterns, flaggers, stopped vehicles and reduced speed limits creates an environment where being alert can be the difference between life and death. 

· Highway construction is one of the most dangerous occupations in the United States, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

· On average 1,300 Caltrans vehicles are struck each year. That’s more than three per day.

· There aren’t always cones around a highway work zone.

· Many highway workers do their job outside a barricade entirely – such as landscape work, litter detail, sweeping, or clean up. 

· In 2014, distracted driving was a factor in 16 percent of the nation’s fatal work zones crashes, while speeding was a factor in 29 percent. 

· Caltrans’ highest priority is safety. 

· Caltrans’ 19,000 employees manage 50,000 lane-miles of roadways, ensure the safety of 13,000 bridges, nearly 1,000 airports and aviation facilities, 205,000 culverts, 87 roadside rest areas, and manage 30,000 acres of roadside landscaping and the largest state-supported rail system in the nation.

· In 2014, Caltrans started a new “Be Work Zone Alert” safety campaign, using the children of highway workers as spokespeople. The campaign asks motorists to be alert and slow down, allow extra following room, expect sudden stops, never drive impaired, and avoid distractions, like cell phones in highway work zones. You can see how the campaign commercial was made in this news flash.

· The Move Over Law requires drivers to move over a lane, if safe to do so, or slow down, when passing vehicles with flashing amber lights.

· Fines are doubled in highway work zones and can easily total $1,000 or more for drivers who speed, drive aggressive, talk or text on their phones or drive distracted.
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