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During early spring snow removal operations for winter close (Class E) roads, Caltrans maintenance crews often have difficulty
in locating the roadway under heavy snow cover. The objective of this research is to develop a system that can be used by snow
removal personnel to easily locate the roadway under snow covers in excess of 40 feet. A buried cable technology option was
selected for evaluation. The Sonora Pass section of State Route 108 was selected as the test site. A Metrotech 850 cable fault
locator was selected as the test instrumentation.

The desired amount of snowfall was not obtained, so conclusions were based on laboratory testing and limited field data. The
field measurements did indicate, however, that the instrumentation was very robust. The investigators are confident that it would
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An additional review of alternative technologies was performed after the buried cable tests were completed. The potential of
using modern surveying techniques to establish centerline appeared a viable alternative.
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