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Introduction
One of the simplest types of highway construction is the placement of a seal coat. Generally, some form of bituminous binder is

spread on the existing pavement, followed by a single application of screenings. The screenings are rolled and, after a short curing
period, traffic is again routed over the pavement.

Although it is quite simple to lay a seal coat, many failures result from lack of construction control or improper weather
conditions. The failure of a seal coat, besides presenting an unsightly appearance, may also lead to a serious reduction in skid
resistance. The repair of a failure is a difficult operation.

The Materials and Research Department has been aware of the need for studies on seal coat design and construction, and
investigations have been performed at various times during the past twenty-five years. This final report will summarize studies
performed under Research Project R-34018.
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