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Several studies have been made and reports prepared on the amount of noise developed on modern highways. Reports of
sound studies employ terms and units which may not be clearly understood by those unfamiliar with acoustical engineering. The
following discussion was originally prepared and issued to the   Districts as an informational memo (FNH/ #9) on August 2, 1955.
This memo revises and brings the original information up to date and with your permission copies are being forwarded to the District
Engineers.

The question of noise or the effect of noise upon people is becoming a matter of concern to many agencies and individuals. With
the spread of industrialization and the more rapid tempo of modern life there is increasing resentment toward unnecessary noise
and a consciousness of need for peace and quiet. Many noise and a consciousness of need for peace and quiet. Many
manufacturing firms are giving serious consideration to the problem of noise reduction in their operations. And as a result the
demand for acoustical engineers far exceeds the supply. Quoting from an article called "Noise and your Nerves" condensed from
the publication "Weekend": "This continuing -- and increasing -- assault on our ears is causing grave concern among those people
who specialize in sound. Occupational deafness is shaping up as a major issue in the compensation claims of disabled workmen. A
report of the American Standards Association discloses that after five years' exposure to 88 decibels of noise there is an
appreciable hearing loss." As will be shown later the figure 88 decibels is less than the noise generated by heavy truck traffic on a
modern industrial highway.
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