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I. Introduction

The District VIII Maintenance and Shop Plant at San Bernardino was completed in June 1954. Subsequently a serious corrosion
problem developed in the underground utility lines. By September 1955 there were 12 leaks in the water lines. The hose bib water
service line at Building 3 was disconnected and is not at present in service because of the corrosion of the line.

After numerous repairs of the water lines, preliminary corrosion tests were made by the Division of Architecture. These tests
indicated that the corrosion of the water lines was not "normal" soil corrosion.

On August 31, 1955, Mr. F.M. Reynolds, Principal Highway Engineer, requested by letter that the Materials and Research
Department perform a corrosion investigation at the site and forward the findings and recommendations to him.

During the week of September 12, 1955, representatives of the Materials and Research Department carried out the requested
corrosion survey of the utility piping, the purpose being to determine the probable cause of the corrosion, and to determine an
effective and economical method of dealing with the problem.

This report covers the findings of the survey and includes recommendations for inhibiting the corrosion.
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