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Anyone having more than a casual knowledge of the behavior and characteristics of asphaltic paving materials is aware that
most of the standard tests do not indicate the actual quality or suitability of asphalts  for road building purposes. Asphalts which
meet all of the usual specification requirements may prove to be more or less unsatisfactory and, conversely, cases have been
known where materials which do not meet orthodox test requirements have given excellent performance.

A vast amount of research work has been done in an endeavor to improve this situation and numerous test methods and
procedures have been tried in search of an answer to the problem of establishing quality tests for asphalt.

Perhaps at this point it will be helpful to trace briefly something of the history of established test procedures. To a large degree
these are either a rationalization of preconceived ideas with mechanically improved means for standardizing rule-of-thumb methods,
or are developments of analytical procedures typical of general laboratory practice.
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