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CALTRANS PROBLEM STATEMENT 
FOR  

POTENTIAL NATIONAL INTEREST 
 

 
I. PROBLEM TITLE 
 

Rural Work Zone Travel Time 
 
II. RESEARCH PROBLEM STATEMENT 
 

Work zones are a necessary and relatively common occurrence on rural highways in order 
to preserve and improve the transportation system. Though they are necessary, work zones 
can impose an inconvenience on travelers through unexpected delays. These delays can be 
long in rural areas on two-lane highways where traffic flow alternate directions.  These 
delays can increase driver stress and frustration, potentially affecting driver behavior within 
and after the work zone, which could impact the safety of workers and other motorists. 
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IV. RESEARCH OBJECTIVE 
 

The objective of this research is to demonstrate ability to display real-time travel time 
information in rural work zones to increase safety and minimize traveler frustration.  
Develop and demonstrate the rural ITS application. 

 
V. ESTIMATE OF PROBLEM FUNDING AND RESEARCH PERIOD 
 

Recommended Funding: 
 
$500,000 

 
VI. URGENCY, PAYOFF POTENTIAL, AND IMPLEMENTATION 
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No travel times are being provided in many urban areas to enhance mobility and assist 
drivers in making decisions to get to their destinations.  A rural application to help drivers 
to be better informed and to make travel decisions will be needed in the future. 

  
 
Please contact the Caltrans member of your committee, sub committee, or task force to express 
interest or contact Wes Lum at Caltrans (wes.lum@dot.ca.gov). 


