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The FAST Act made two major policy changes related to the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP).
These changes are as follows:

e Under MAP-21, HSIP funds were to be used for safety projects that are consistent with the State’s
strategic highway safety plan (SHSP) and that correct or improve a hazardous road location or feature or
address a highway safety problem. A State could use HSIP funds on any safety project (infrastructure-
related or non-infrastructure) that met those conditions. In contrast, the FAST Act limits HSIP eligibility
to only those listed in statute—most of which are infrastructure-safety related.

e MAP-21 required U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) to establish a subset of the model
inventory of roadway elements (MIRE) that are useful for the inventory of roadway safety, and to ensure
that States adopted and used the subset to improve data collection. The FAST Act—

0 allows States to opt out of collecting fundamental data elements for MIRE for gravel or other
unpaved roads (but not to opt out of collecting data on serious injuries or fatalities); but

0 prohibits the use of HSIP funds on projects on such roads unless or until data is collected; and

O requires States opting out to demonstrate that they consulted with affected Indian tribes before
ceasing to collect data on roads included in the National Tribal Transportation Facility Inventory.

After reviewing these changes, the subgroup determined that the new restriction on the use of HSIP funds for
infrastructure projects is the only one of these policy changes that has an impact to the State. Furthermore, the
subgroup determined that Caltrans is the only entity affected by this change, since local agencies use their share
of HSIP funds only for infrastructure projects (Local agencies can fund non-infrastructure projects through the
Office of Traffic Safety or from the State’s Active Transportation Program).

Caltrans’ Division of Traffic Operations recently identified several projects it wished to fund through its share of
HSIP funds. With the new eligibility restrictions, there is some question as to whether some of those projects
can be funded through the HSIP. The Division has requested direction and guidance from the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) on the new restrictions. If the proposed projects are not eligible for HSIP funding, then
the Division will need to pursue alternative sources of funding for these projects.

Additional Resources:

FHWA Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) Eligibility Guidance,
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/legislationandpolicy/fast/guidance.cfm

FHWA Highway Safety Improvement Program Eligibility FAST Act Questions and Answers,

http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/legislationandpolicy/fast/ganda.cfm

FHWA Highway Safety Improvement Program Implementation Guidance,
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/rulemaking/docs/hsip ig42216 final.pdf

Recommendation:

Caltrans should explore the use of other funding sources to cover the costs of projects that it wished to fund
out of HSIP, which may now not be eligible for HSIP funding under the FAST Act.

The Division of Traffic Operations at Caltrans should continue to pursue guidance from FHWA on the new
restrictions on the use of HSIP funds in order to address questions on project eligibility.



