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PROBLEM STATEMENT/BACKGROUND:

The FAST Act creates a new SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM that continues to
fund eligible project types previously funded under the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) in
MAP-21.

ACTION ITEM FOR IMPLEMENTATION/RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

1. The SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM creates a new eligible entity defined as
“a nonprofit entity responsible for the administration of local transportation safety programs”.

There is no additional guidance contained in the bill language to clarify this new entity type or what they
may or may not be eligible to receive program funds for. The California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans) will need to request further guidance from FHWA to help identify this new eligible entity type.

The California Transportation Commission (CTC) may need to revise ATP program guidance to allow the
new “nonprofit entity” to apply directly for ATP program funds.

2. Under FAST Act the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) is folded into the STBG program as
two set asides called the STBG Set Aside and the STBG Recreational Trails Set Aside. Under the FAST
Act the current 50 percent sub allocation would apply to the new TAP STBG Set Asides.

Additionally, up to 50 percent of the sub allocated TAP STBG Set Asides can be transferred to the
STBG.

IMPACT OF THE FAST ACT (Pros/Cons):

CON:

1. Caltrans Division of Local Assistance has not historically dealt with non-government agencies.
Allowing non-profit agencies to be eligible to directly receive federal funds will require Local
Assistance to develop new/additional procedures, processes and training methods.



Additional Resources:

FHWA Transportation Alternatives Fact Sheet,
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/factsheets/transportationalternativesfs.cfm

FHWA Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Implementation Guidance,
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation alternatives/guidance/guidance 2016.cfm




