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SUBJECT: Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Improvement Program under Fixing 

American’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act) 
 
  
 
PROBLEM STATEMENT: 
 
Identify changes to the CMAQ program under the FAST Act. 
  
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
The FAST Act does not significantly alter the requirements under Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century 
(MAP-21).   
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Program Purpose  
 
The purpose of the CMAQ program remains unchanged.  The purpose is to fund transportation projects or 
programs that will contribute to attainment or maintenance of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for 
ozone, carbon monoxide, and particulate matter.  The two program goals of improving air quality and relieving 
congestion continue under the FAST Act. 
 
Project Eligibility  
 
Project eligibility provisions under the FAST Act remain in large part unchanged, but expanded to include 
vehicle-to-infrastructure communication equipment and projects that reduce emissions from port-related freight 
operations. 
 
Apportionment  
 
California’s CMAQ apportionment formula, which is guided by the California Streets and Highways Code 
Section 182.7, is not affected by the FAST Act.  However, under MAP-21 FHWA stopped providing the 
weighted population that they used to apportion CMAQ funds to the states under the previous acts.  Prior to 
MAP-21, Caltrans used the weighted population to distribute the apportionments to the eligible regions.  Under 
MAP-21 Caltrans used the 2010 census to come up with the population data to estimate the apportionments.  To 
implement the FAST Act, Caltrans recommends using the Department of Finance (DOF) population data rather 
than the 2010 census data. The DOF population data is updated more frequently and, therefore, it is more in line 
with the methodology that FHWA used to calculate the weighted population.    
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Performance Plan 
 
The FAST Act does not add new requirements beyond MAP-21, other than adding language specifying that the 
CMAQ performance plans for metropolitan planning organizations over one million in population must include 
a description of progress made in achieving the targets for air quality and traffic congestion. 
 
Priority for Use of Funds in PM2.5 Areas 
 
The FAST Act does not add new requirements beyond MAP-21, other than the following: 1) new language that 
affects PM2.5 nonattainment and maintenance in low population density states and 2) eligibility of port-related 
equipment and vehicles.  The new language does not significantly affect California.   
 
Tahoe Metropolitan Planning Organization (TMPO) 
 
Under the FAST Act, TMPO is now a Bi-State Metropolitan Planning Organization.  Caltrans will sub-allocate 
CMAQ apportionments directly to the TMPO. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Continue using CMAQ apportionment formula in accordance with the California Streets and Highways Code 
Section 182.7. Use the DOF population data to calculate the weighted population. 
 
Additional Resources: 
 
FHWA Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program FAST Act Fact Sheet, 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/factsheets/cmaqfs.cfm 
 
 
 


