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P a r t n e r i n g  f o r  R e g i o n a l  S o l u t i o n s  

 
May 15, 2015 
 
Mr. Bruce De Terra, Acting Chief 
Caltrans Division of Transportation Programming, MS 82 
Office of Federal Transportation Management Program 
P.O. Box 924874 
Sacramento, CA  92474-0001 
 
Attn: Lilibeth Green 
 
Subject:   Submittal of Merced County Association of Governments Formal Amendment 4 

to the 2015 Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) 
 
Dear Mr. De Terra, 
  
Enclosed for your review and approval is the Merced County Association of Governments (MCAG) 
Formal Amendment 4 (Type No. 3- Exempt Projects) to the 2015 Federal Transportation 
Improvement Program (FTIP). The 2015 FTIP is the programming document that identifies four years 
(FY 14/15, FY 15/16, FY 16/17, and FY 17/18) of federal, state and local funding sources for projects in 
Merced County.   
 
The 2015 FTIP Formal Amendment 4 addresses a programming change to MCAG’s 2015 FTIP. This 
programming change adds a new Section 130 Grade Crossing Project to the Grouped Projects for 
Railroad/Highway Crossing: 
 
 (205-0000-0248): Grouped Projects for Railroad/Highway Crossing:  

 Adds a new $704,000 hazard elimination project (in FFY 14/15) at crossing # 028705X located 
at Shaffer Road & BNSF railway tracks near Atwater. 

 
This 2015 FTIP Formal Amendment 4 also incorporates the Administrative Modifications 2 and 3: 
 
Administrative Modification 2: SHOPP & CMAQ (executed March 16, 2015) 
 
 (305-0000-0000): Grouped Projects for SHOPP Collision Reduction: Per the 2014 SHOPP 

Amendment 14H-328, add new $4.488 million project (EA 1C450) in FFY 15/16. Also, adjusting 
CON cost estimates for two projects. 
Original Grouped Listing Total = $42,318,000; 
Net Change $ = $3,136,000; Net Change % = (3,136,000/42,318,000) = 7%.  

 
 (205-0000-0178): Merced City Bear Creek Bike Path: Merced City’s project to install Class I 

Bike Path along Bear Creek will be delayed, due to still working on environmental clearance. 
Therefore, the construction funding (CMAQ = $1,267,200; City match = $172,800) will be 
reprogrammed to FFY 17/18 (from FFY 14/15). Total project cost = $1,671,450. 
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 (205-0000-0209): Merced County’s Pedestrian Sidewalk Infill Throughout County: Advance the 

construction funding (CMAQ = $472,760; City match = $61,250) to FFY 14/15 (from FFY 15/16). Total 
project cost = $650,010. 

 
 (205-0000-0232): Merced County’s Pedestrian Sidewalk Infill in South Dos Palos: Advance the 

construction funding (CMAQ = $272,450; City match = $35,299) to FFY 14/15 (from FFY 16/17). Total 
project cost = $374,651. 

 
 (205-0000-0233): Merced County’s Pedestrian Sidewalk Infill in Planada: Advance the 

construction funding (CMAQ = $269,113; City match = $34,867) to FFY 14/15 (from FFY 17/18). Total 
project cost = $370,062. 

 
 (205-0000-0227): Merced’s Sidewalk Infill on Buena Vista Drive: Advance the construction funding 

(CMAQ = $203,282; City match = $26,338) to FFY 14/15 (from FFY 17/18). Total project cost = $235,620. 
 
 (205-0000-0230): Merced’s Sidewalk Infill on Alexander Ave: Advance the construction funding 

(CMAQ = $332,076; City match = $43,024) to FFY 15/16 (from FFY 17/18). Total project cost = $441,991. 
 
 (205-0000-0239): Livingston’s Sidewalk Infill: Advance the construction funding (CMAQ = $157,849; 

City match = $20,451) to FFY 15/16 (from FFY 17/18). Total project cost = $234,800. 
 
 (205-0000-0228): Merced’s Right-Turn Channelization on Southbound SR-59 Approaching 

16th Street: Advance the construction funding (CMAQ = $190,339; City match = $24,661) to FFY 16/17 
(from FFY 17/18). Total project cost = $250,000. 

 
Administrative Modification 3: SHOPP, HBP, & HSIP (executed April 3, 2015) 
 
 (205-0000-0126): Grouped Projects for SHOPP Bridge Rehabilitation & Reconstruction: Per 

the 2014 SHOPP Amendment 14H-384 (via approved Program Change Request (PCR)), increase 
the CON SUP by $266,000 for project (EA 0X610) in FFY 14/15.  
Original Grouped Listing Total = $2,751,000; 
Net Change $ = $266,000; Net Change % = (266,000 / 2,751,000) = 9.7%.  

 
 (205-0000-0037): Grouped Projects for Bridge Rehabilitation & Reconstruction (HBP): 

Program changes per 03/25/2015 updated Highway Bridge Program (HBP) listing. 
Original Grouped Listing Total = $7,195,000; 
Net Change $ = -$600,800; Net Change % = (-600,800 / 7,195,000) = -8.4%.  
 

 (205-0000-0134): Grouped Projects for Safety Improvements (HSIP): Program changes per 
03/25/2015 updated Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) listing. 
 
Per Caltrans' 03/18/15 HSIP Delivery Letter, for Cycle 6 projects, "toll credits" will be used in lieu 
of local match. The federal share for Merced County's Winton Way/Gertrude Ave Project in FFY 
15/16 has been increased to $410,667.  
Net Change $ = $0; Net Change % = 0%.  
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

PROJECT LIST / SUMMARY OF CHANGES 
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(Dollars in Whole)

Merced County Association of Governments - Federal Transportation Improvement Program

Local Highway System

DIST:

PM:ROUTE:

10

Merced County

PPNO: EA:
TITLE (DESCRIPTION):

205-0000-0248

CTIPS ID:

PROJECT MANAGER: PHONE:

Grouped Projects for Railroad/Highway Crossing (Sec 130) (Sec 130 /

Grade Crossings: Eliminate hazards and/or install/upgrade protective

devices at RR grade crossings in Merced County. Projects are consistent w-

40 CFR Part 93.126 Exempt Table 2 category- Railroad/highway crossing.)

CaltransIMPLEMENTING AGENCY:

MPO ID:

SEC130

Railroad/highway crossing.

EPA TABLE II or III EXEMPT CATEGORY:

MPO Aprv:

State Aprv:

Federal Aprv:

COUNTY:

EMAIL:

CT PROJECT ID:

Version Status Updated By Change Reason Amend No. Prog Con Prog RW PE

 1 Amendment - New ProjectActive   4TPHIMMAS04/03/2015

Official Date

        704,000

PROJECT VERSION HISTORY (Printed Version is Shaded) (Dollars in whole)

PRIOR BEYOND

CON

RW

TOTAL14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18

• Fund Type: RAILWAY-HIGHWAY CROSSINGS

• Fund Source 1 of 1

18/19 19/20

TOTAL• Funding Agency: Caltrans

PE

    704,000

    704,000

• Local Rail  -

    704,000

    704,000

******** Version 1 - 04/03/2015 ********Per 04/03/15 noticed Local Section 130 / Grade Crossings projects listing. New project at intersection of Shaffer Road & BNSF Railway Tracks in Atwater.

Comments:

04/03/2015Product of CTIPS Page  1

NEW
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

UPDATED FINANCIAL PLAN 
 



TABLE 1: REVENUE 1/6/2014

Merced County Association of Governments (MCAG)
2014/15-2017/18 Federal Transportation Improvement Program

Amendment No. 4
($'s in 1,000)

RS (FSTIP 4 YEAR (FSTIP Cycle)

2012/13 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18

Prior Current Prior Current Prior Current Prior Current TOTAL

No. 1 No. 4 No. 1 No. 4 No. 1 No. 4 No. 1 No. 4

     Sales Tax 
       -- City
       -- County
     Gas Tax $12,800 $12,800 $12,800 $12,800 $12,800 $12,800 $12,800 $12,800 $51,200
       -- Gas Tax (Subventions to Cities) $4,400 $4,400 $4,400 $4,400 $4,400 $4,400 $4,400 $4,400 $17,600
       -- Gas Tax (Subventions to Counties) $8,400 $8,400 $8,400 $8,400 $8,400 $8,400 $8,400 $8,400 $33,600
     Other Local Funds $3,100 $3,100 $3,100 $3,100 $3,100 $3,100 $3,100 $3,100 $12,400
       -- County General Funds
       -- City General Funds
       -- Street Taxes and Developer Fees
       -- RSTP Exchange funds $3,100 $3,100 $3,100 $3,100 $3,100 $3,100 $3,100 $3,100 $12,400
     Transit $1,885 $1,885 $1,885 $1,885 $1,885 $1,885 $1,885 $1,885 $7,540
       -- Transit Fares $1,885 $1,885 $1,885 $1,885 $1,885 $1,885 $1,885 $1,885 $7,540
     Tolls (e.g. non-state owned bridges)
     Other (See Appendix 1) $6,882 $6,882 $6,858 $6,858 $6,858 $6,858 $6,858 $6,858 $27,456
Local Total $24,667 $24,667 $24,643 $24,643 $24,643 $24,643 $24,643 $24,643 $98,596
     Tolls
       -- Bridge
       -- Corridor
      Regional Transit Fares/Measures
      Regional Sales Tax
      Regional Bond Revenue
      Regional Gas Tax
      Vehicle Registration Fees (CARB Fees, SAFE)
      Other (See Appendix 2) $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $2,000
Regional Total $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $2,000
    State Highway Operations and Protection Program $5,797 $6,063 $34,303 $37,439 $42,549 $42,549 $9,447 $9,447 $95,498
      SHOPP 2,3 $5,797 $6,063 $34,303 $37,439 $42,549 $42,549 $9,447 $9,447 $95,498
      SHOPP Prior
      State Minor Program
    State Transportation Improvement Program $3,000 $3,000 $550 $550 $2,463 $2,463 $6,013
      STIP $3,000 $3,000 $550 $550 $2,463 $2,463 $6,013
      STIP Prior
      Transportation Enhancement Prior
      Proposition 1 A
      Proposition 1 B
      GARVEE Bonds (Includes Debt Service Payments)
      Highway Maintenance (HM)
      Traffic Congestion Relief Program (TCRP)
      State Transit Assistance (STA)(e.g., population/revenue based, Prop 42) $1,600 $1,600 $1,600 $1,600 $1,600 $1,600 $1,600 $1,600 $6,400
      Active Transportation Program $236 $236 $2,490 $2,490 $2,726
      Other (See Appendix 3)
State Total $10,634 $10,899 $38,393 $41,529 $44,699 $44,699 $13,510 $13,510 $110,637
      5307 - Urbanized Area Formula Grants $2,898 $2,898 $2,898 $2,898 $2,898 $2,898 $2,898 $2,898 $11,592
      5308 - Clean Fuel Formula Program 
      5309 - Fixed Guideway Capital Investment Grants
      5309b - New and Small Starts (Capital Investment Grants) 
      5309c - Bus and Bus Related Grants 
      5310 - Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities
      5311 - Formula Grants for Rural Areas $632 $632 $632 $632 $632 $632 $632 $632 $2,528
      5311f - Intercity Bus $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $1,200
      5316 - Job Access and Reverse Commute Program 
      5317 - New Freedom 
      5320 - Transit in the Parks 
      5324 - Emergency Relief Program
      5329 - Public Transportation Safety Program
      5337 - State of Good Repair Grants
      5339 - Bus and Bus Facilities Formula Grants
      FTA Transfer from Prior FTIP
      Other (See Appendix 4)
Federal Transit Total $3,830 $3,830 $3,830 $3,830 $3,830 $3,830 $3,830 $3,830 $15,320
      Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality  (CMAQ) Improvement Program $3,016 $3,016 $3,016 $3,016 $3,016 $3,016 $3,016 $3,016 $12,064
      Construction of Ferry Boats and Ferry Terminal Facilities
      Coordinated Border Infrastructure
      Corridor Infrastructure Improvement Program 
      Federal Lands Access Program
      Federal Lands Transportation Program
      High Priority Projects (HPP) and Demo
      Highway Bridge Program (HBP) 3 $1,455 $1,359 $2,155 $4,190 $4,215 $6,370
      Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) 3 $1,028 $1,028 $370 $411 $1,439
      Projects of National/Regional Significance
      Public Lands Highway 
      Railway Highway Crossings 4 $704 $704
      Recreational Trails
      Surface Transportation Program (RSTP)
      Tribal High Priority Projects (THPP)
      Tribal Transportation Program
      Other (see Appendix 5)
Federal Highway Total $5,502 $4,748 $4,745 $5,582 $3,016 $3,016 $7,206 $7,231 $20,577

      Other Federal Railroad Administration (see Appendix 6)

Federal Railroad Administration Total $1
Federal Total $9,333 $8,578 $8,575 $9,412 $6,846 $6,846 $11,036 $11,061 $35,897
     TIFIA (Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act) $1
     Other (See Appendix 7)
Innovative Financing Total $1

$45,135 $44,644 $72,111 $76,084 $76,688 $76,688 $49,689 $49,714 $247,130

MPO Financial Summary Notes:
2 Admin. Mod. 2 makes CMAQ programming changes & addresses SHOPP updates.
3 Admin. Mod. 3 addresses updates to SHOPP (14H-384), HBP (03/25/15), and HSIP (03/25/15).
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TABLE 2: PROGRAMMED 1/6/2014

Merced County Association of Governments (MCAG)
2014/15-2017/18 Federal Transportation Improvement Program

Amendment No. 4
($'s in 1,000)

ARS (FSTIP C 4 YEAR (FSTIP Cycle)

2012/13 2014/15 2013/14 2015/16 2014/15 2016/17 2017/18

Prior Current Prior Current Prior Current Prior Current TOTAL

No. 1 No. 4 No. 1 No. 4 No. 1 No. 4 No. 1 No. 4

Local Total 2,3 $7,790 $7,586 $7,559 $7,639 $7,623 $7,612 $7,637 $7,763 $30,600

     Tolls
       -- Bridge
       -- Corridor
      Regional Transit Fares/Measures
      Regional Sales Tax
      Regional Bond Revenue
      Regional Gas Tax
      Vehicle Registration Fees (CARB Fees, SAFE)
      Other (See Appendix A)
Regional Total
    State Highway Operations and Protection Program $5,797 $6,063 $34,303 $37,439 $42,549 $42,549 $9,447 $9,447 $95,498
      SHOPP 2,3 $5,797 $6,063 $34,303 $37,439 $42,549 $42,549 $9,447 $9,447 $95,498
      SHOPP Prior
      State Minor Program
    State Transportation Improvement Program $3,000 $3,000 $550 $550 $2,463 $2,463 $6,013
      STIP $3,000 $3,000 $550 $550 $2,463 $2,463 $6,013
      STIP Prior
      Transportation Enhancement Prior
      Proposition 1 A
      Proposition 1 B
      GARVEE Bonds (Includes Debt Service Payments)
      Highway Maintenance (HM)
      Traffic Congestion Relief Program (TCRP)
      State Transit Assistance (STA)(e.g., population/revenue based, Prop 42) $1,600 $1,600 $1,600 $1,600 $1,600 $1,600 $1,600 $1,600 $6,400
      Active Transportation Program $236 $236 $2,490 $2,490 $2,726
      Other (See Appendix B)
State Total $10,634 $10,899 $38,393 $41,529 $44,699 $44,699 $13,510 $13,510 $110,637
      5307 - Urbanized Area Formula Grants $2,898 $2,898 $2,898 $2,898 $2,898 $2,898 $2,898 $2,898 $11,592
      5308 - Clean Fuel Formula Program 
      5309 - Fixed Guideway Capital Investment Grants
      5309b - New and Small Starts (Capital Investment Grants) 
      5309c - Bus and Bus Related Grants 
      5310 - Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities
      5311 - Formula Grants for Rural Areas $632 $632 $632 $632 $632 $632 $632 $632 $2,528
      5311f - Intercity Bus $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $1,200
      5316 - Job Access and Reverse Commute Program 
      5317 - New Freedom 
      5320 - Transit in the Parks 
      5324 - Emergency Relief Program
      5329 - Public Transportation Safety Program
      5337 - State of Good Repair Grants
      5339 - Bus and Bus Facilities Formula Grants
      FTA Transfer from Prior FTIP
      Other (See Appendix C)
Federal Transit Total $3,830 $3,830 $3,830 $3,830 $3,830 $3,830 $3,830 $3,830 $15,320
      Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Improvement Program 2 $2,940 $2,890 $2,992 $3,009 $2,959 $2,877 $2,831 $2,946 $11,722
      Construction of Ferry Boats and Ferry Terminal Facilities
      Coordinated Border Infrastructure 
      Corridor Infrastructure Improvement Program 
      Federal Lands Access Program
      Federal Lands Transportation Program
      High Priority Projects (HPP) and Demo
      Highway Bridge Program (HBP) 3 $1,455 $1,359 $2,155 $4,190 $4,215 $6,370
      Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) 3 $1,028 $1,028 $370 $411 $1,439
      Projects of National/Regional Significance
      Public Lands Highway 
      Railway Highway Crossings 4 $704 $704
      Recreational Trails
      Surface Transportation Program (RSTP)
      Tribal High Priority Projects (THPP)
      Tribal Transportation Program
      Other (see Appendix D)
Federal Highway Total $5,426 $4,622 $4,721 $5,575 $2,959 $2,877 $7,021 $7,161 $20,235

      Other Federal Railroad Administration (see Appendix E)

Federal Railroad Administration Total
Federal Total $9,256 $8,452 $8,551 $9,405 $6,789 $6,707 $10,851 $10,991 $35,555
     TIFIA (Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act)
     Other (See Appendix F)
Innovative Financing Total

$27,680 $26,937 $54,503 $58,573 $59,111 $59,018 $31,998 $32,264 $176,792

MPO Financial Summary Notes:
2 Admin. Mod. 2 makes CMAQ programming changes & addresses SHOPP updates.

3 Admin. Mod. 3 addresses updates to SHOPP (14H-384), HBP (03/25/15), and HSIP (03/25/15).
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TABLE 3: REVENUE-PROGRAMMED 1/6/2014

Merced County Association of Governments (MCAG)
2014/15-2017/18 Federal Transportation Improvement Program

($'s in 1,000)

4 YEARS ( 4 YEAR (FSTIP Cycle)
2012/13 2014/15 2013/14 2015/16 2014/15 2016/17 2015/16 2017/18

Prior Current Prior Current Prior Current Prior Current TOTAL

No. 1 No. 4 No. 1 No. 4 No. 1 No. 4 No. 1 No. 4

Local Total $16,877 $17,081 $17,084 $17,004 $17,020 $17,031 $17,006 $16,880 $67,996

     Tolls
       -- Bridge
       -- Corridor
      Regional Transit Fares/Measures
      Regional Sales Tax
      Regional Bond Revenue
      Regional Gas Tax
      Vehicle Registration Fees (CARB Fees, SAFE)
      Other $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $2,000
Regional Total $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $2,000
    State Highway Operations and Protection Program
      SHOPP
      SHOPP Prior
      State Minor Program
    State Transportation Improvement Program
      STIP 
      STIP Prior
      Transportation Enhancement Prior
      Proposition 1 A
      Proposition 1 B
      GARVEE Bonds (Includes Debt Service Payments)
      Highway Maintenance (HM)
      Traffic Congestion Relief Program (TCRP)
      State Transit Assistance (STA)(e.g., population/revenue based, Prop 42)
      Active Transportation Program
      Other 
State Total 
      5307 - Urbanized Area Formula Grants 
      5308 - Clean Fuel Formula Program 
      5309 - Fixed Guideway Capital Investment Grants 
      5309b - New and Small Starts (Capital Investment Grants) 
      5309c - Bus and Bus Related Grants 
      5310 - Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities
      5311 - Formula Grants for Rural Areas 
      5311f - Intercity Bus 
      5316 - Job Access and Reverse Commute Program 
      5317 - New Freedom 
      5320 - Transit in the Parks 
      5324 - Emergency Relief Program
      5329 - Public Transportation Safety Program
      5337 - State of Good Repair Grants
      5339 - Bus and Bus Facilities Formula Grants
      FTA Transfer from Prior FTIP
      Other
Federal Transit Total
      Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Improvement Program $76 $126 $24 $7 $57 $139 $185 $70 $342
      Construction of Ferry Boats and Ferry Terminal Facilities
      Coordinated Border Infrastructure
      Corridor Infrastructure Improvement Program
      Federal Lands Access Program
      Federal Lands Transportation Program
      High Priority Projects (HPP) and Demo
      Highway Bridge Program (HBP)
      Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP)
      Projects of National/Regional Significance
      Public Lands Highway 
      Railway Highway Crossings
      Recreational Trails
      Surface Transportation Program (RSTP)
      Tribal High Priority Projects (THPP)
      Tribal Transportation Program
      Other
Federal Highway Total $76 $126 $24 $7 $57 $139 $185 $70 $342

      Other Federal Railroad Administration

Federal Railroad Administration Total $1
Federal Total $77 $126 $24 $7 $57 $139 $185 $70 $342
     TIFIA (Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act) $1
     Other
Innovative Financing Total $1

$17,455 $17,707 $17,608 $17,511 $17,577 $17,670 $17,691 $17,450 $70,338REVENUE - PROGRAM TOTAL
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ATTACHMENT 3 

 
MCAG BOARD ADOPTION RESOLUTION 

 



  
  

 

 
BEFORE THE 

 MERCED COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 
RESOLUTION NO.  2015/05-14-0# 

 
 
 

In the Matter of: RESOLUTION ADOPTING the Merced County 
Association of Governments 2015 Federal 
Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) 
Amendment 4 

 
WHEREAS, the Merced County Association of Governments (MCAG) is a Regional Transportation 

Planning Agency and a Metropolitan Planning Organization, pursuant to State and Federal designation; and 
 

WHEREAS, federal planning regulations require Metropolitan Planning Organizations to prepare and 
adopt a long range Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) for their region; and 

 
WHEREAS, federal planning regulations require that Metropolitan Planning Organizations prepare and 

adopt a Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) for their region; and 
 

WHEREAS, the 2015 Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) Amendment 4 has been 
prepared to comply with Federal and State requirements for local projects and through a cooperative process 
between the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the State 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans), principal elected officials of general purpose local governments 
and their staffs, and public owner operators of mass transportation services acting through the Merced 
County Association of Governments forum and general public involvement; and 

 
WHEREAS, the 2015 FTIP Amendment 4 listing is consistent with: 1) the 2014 Regional 

Transportation Plan; 2) the 2014 State Transportation Improvement Program; and 3) the Corresponding 
Conformity Analysis; and   

 
WHEREAS, the 2015 FTIP Amendment 4 contains the MPO’s certification of the transportation 

planning process assuring that all federal requirements have been fulfilled; and 
 

WHEREAS, the 2015 FTIP Amendment 4 meets all applicable transportation planning requirements 
per 23 CFR Part 450; and 

 
WHEREAS, projects submitted in the 2015 FTIP Amendment 4 must be financially constrained and 

the financial plan affirms that funding is available; and 
 

WHEREAS, the 2015 FTIP Amendment 4 is consistent with the adopted Conformity Analysis for the 
2015 FTIP and the 2014 RTP; and 
 

WHEREAS, the 2015 FTIP Amendment 4 does not interfere with the timely implementation of the 
Transportation Control Measures; and 

 
WHEREAS, the 2015 FTIP Amendment 4 conforms to the applicable SIPs; and 

 
WHEREAS, the documents have been widely circulated and reviewed by MCAG advisory 

committees representing the technical and management staffs of the member agencies; representatives of 






