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April 30, 2015

Ahron Hakimi

Executive Director

Kern Council of Governments
1401 19" St, Suite 300
Bakersfield, CA 93301

Dear Mr. Hakimi:

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) received Kern Council of
Governments’ (KCOG) request for delegated authority from Caltrans to approve
Administrative Modifications to the Federal Statewide Transportation Improvement Program
(FSTIP). The board action attached to your request indicates that the Executive Director is
delegated the approval of Administrative Modifications for the Federal Transportation
Improvement Program (FTIP) and the FSTIP. With the acknowledgement of your board
action, Caltrans hereby delegates to KCOG the authority to approve Administrative
Modifications to the FSTIP in accordance with the revised FSTIP/FTIP Amendments and
Administrative Modification Procedures dated June 3, 2011.

The following procedures apply to KCOG upon receiving Caltrans’ delegation:

1. Prior to approving the FTIP/FSTIP administrative modifications, KCOG may consult
with Caltrans on proposed changes.

2. KCOG may request Caltrans to provide a cursory review of the administrative
modification prior to approval.

3. KCOG shall send copies of the approved administrative modifications to Caltrans,
Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, and other
stakeholders. Caltrans will post the approved administrative modifications on the
Division of Transportation Programming Website.

4. Caltrans will routinely review KCOG’s approved administrative modifications and will
reject changes that do not comply with the procedures. In such cases, KCOG must
correct all items of noncompliance.

5. Caltrans will withdraw its delegation from KCOG if it is found to be consistently
noncompliant with the revised FSTIP/ FTIP Amendments and Administrative
Modification Procedures.

“Provide a safe. sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system
to enhance California’s economy and livability™
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Thank you for requesting this delegation that will undoubtedly streamline your region’s
programming process and thus expedite projects. My staff is looking forward to working
with your staff to ensure a successful implementation of this delegation. If you have any
questions, please call Muhaned Aljabiry at (916) 654-2983.

Sincerely,

BRUCE DE TERRA
Acting Chief
Division of Transportation Programming

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system
to enhance California’s economy and livability "
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April 30, 2015

Mr. Bruce De Terra

California Department of Transportation
Division of Transportation Programming, MS82
P.O. Box 942874

Sacramento, CA 94274-0001

Attention: Mr. Muhaned Aljabiry

Subject: Submittal of the Kern Council of Governments® Request for State Delegated
Authority of Federal Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (FSTIP)
Administrative Modification Approvals

Dear Mr. De Terra:

Enclosed for your review and approval is Kern Council of Governments’ (Kern COG)
Resolution No. 15-19 requesting Caltrans’ delegation to approve administrative modifications to
the Federal Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (FSTIP). This is in accordance with
the June 7, 2011 revised FSTIP/Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP)
Amendments and Administrative Modification Procedures. On April 16, 2015 the Kern COG
Board took the following action:

A. Approved the revised Kern COG FTIP Amendment Policy;
B. Approved the resolution to allow the Kern COG Executive Director delegated authority
to approve administrative modifications to the FSTIP/FTIP.

Upon receipt of the delegated authority from Caltrans, Kern COG’s Executive Director will
approve all future administrative modifications to the FSTIP/FTIP.

If you should have any questions, please feel free to call Raquel Pacheco at (661) 861-2191.

Sincerely,

AHRON HAKIMI,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
AH/rp

Enclosures

ce: Muhaned Aljabiry, Caltrans, Div. Of Programs

Kern Council of Governments
1401 19th Street, Suite 300, Bakersfield, California 93301 (661) 861-2191 Facsimile (661) 324-8215 TTY (661) 832-7433 www kerncog.org



Federal Transportation Improvement Program Amendment Policy

INTRODUCTION

Administrative Modifications or Amendments to the Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) shall
be submitted to Kern Council of Governments (Kern COG) in writing (on agency letterhead). The request shall
show all recommended changes including a description of the revision. Kern COG staff shall determine if an
Administrative Modification or Amendment is necessary for the requested revision. That determination shall be
made in writing by Kern COG staff prior to presenting the requested revision to the Kern COG governing Board.

The following procedures are applicable for processing modifications to the Federal Statewide Transportation
Improvement Program (FSTIP). In accordance with the provisions of 23 CFR 450, transportation improvement
programs (TIPs) developed by Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) are incorporated into the FSTIP and
as such, these procedures are also applicable to TIP modifications.

Inaccordance with 23 CFR 450.216(n), projects in any of the first four years of the FSTIP may be moved to any
other of the first four years of the FSTIP subject to the project selection requirements of 23 CFR 450.220. Such
revisions do not require approval, provided expedited project selection procedures have been adopted in
accordance with 23 CFR 450.220 and the required interagency consultation or coordination is accomplished and
documented.

1) DEFINITIONS:

A) Administrative Modifications or administrative actions are minor changes to the FSTIP/ TIP that:

1. Revise a project description without changing the project scope or conflicting with the environmental
document;

2. Revise the funding amount listed for a project’s phases. Additional funding is limited to the lesser of 40
percent of the project cost or $10 million, and programming capacity has to be available in the
FSTIP/FTIP prior to programming the modification, and documented in the support materials;

3. Program preliminary engineering (PE) phase, provided the right-of-way and/or construction phase(s) are
already programmed in the current FSTIP/FTIP and additional funding amounts stay within the limits
specified in Section 2 above;

4. Cost decreases have no cap, however, the request to reduce the cost must originate from the project

sponsor and include an explanation for the decrease; the reduction in cost does not result in deletion of a

project or a phase, and the affected project phase is still fully funded;

Change the source of funds;

Change a project lead agency;

Program federal funds for Advance Construction conversion;

Change program year of funds within the 4-year FSTIP/FTIP, provided Expedited Project Selection

Procedures are in place;

9. Splits or combines individually listed projects; as long as cost, schedule, and scope remain unchanged;

10. Change required information for grouped or lump sum project listings; or,

11. Add or delete projects from grouped or lump sum project listings provided the funding amounts stay
within the funding change guidelines above (see Section 2).

12. Program emergency repair projects on the state highway as a result of a natural disaster or catastrophic
failure from an external cause, and that are not covered by the Emergency Relief Program, provided that
these projects are exempt from Air Quality Conformity requirements;

13. Re-program projects for which FHWA funds were transferred to FTA in the prior FSTIP/FTIP and the
FTA had not approved the grant yet. The project can be programmed in the current FSTIP/FTIP via
administrative modification as long as there is no change in the original scope or cost, and the project
needs to be programmed with “FTA 5307 (FHWA Transfer Funds)” in the FSTIP/FTIP.

14. Program FTA projects from the prior FSTIP/FTIP into the current FSTIP/FTIP via administrative
modification as long as there is no change in the original scope or cost. Prior year funding must be
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Federal Transportation Improvement Program Amendment Policy

differentiated from the current year funding by including narrative in the project description (or in
“CTIPS MPO Comments” section) stating the year, amount and type of the prior year funds.

15. Make minor changes to the FTA funded grouped project listings. Minor changes include changing the
number of transit vehicles purchased by 20% or less and changes to the fuel type of transit vehicles.
Kern COG needs to take the change through its interagency consultation procedures to confirm that the
change in scope is minor.
Administrative modifications can be processed in accordance with these procedures provided that:

1. It does not affect the air quality conformity determination, including timely implementation of
Transportation Control Measures (TCMs), and

2. It does not impact financial constraint.

B) Amendments are all other modifications to FSTIP/TIP that are not Administrative Actions. Examples
include:

1. Introduction of a new project;
2. Scope changes that affect the approved air quality conformity analysis;
3. Funding changes that exceed 40% or impact the financial constraint of the funding program.

2) PROCEDURES:

A) Administrative Modifications (Administrative Actions)

Kern COG’s Executive Director has delegated authority to approve Administrative Modifications to the
FSTIP/FTIP. Once approved by the Kern COG Executive Director, the Administrative Modification will be
deemed part of the California FSTIP. No State or Federal action will be required. Each Kern COG approved
administrative action will be forwarded to Caltrans Headquarters, Division of Transportation Programming,
FHWA, and FTA. If needed, Kern COG will demonstrate in a subsequent amendment that the net financial
change from each modification has been accounted.

B) Amendments

Amendments to the FSTIP must be developed in accordance with the provisions of 23 CFR 450.326 and/or 23
CFR 450.216, and approved by the Federal agencies in accordance with 23 CFR 450.218 and 23 CFR 450.328.
Kern COG’s Executive Director has been delegated to approve Amendment Types* 2 and 3 at the Executive
Director’s discretion. Each Kern COG approved TIP amendment will be forwarded to Caltrans Headquarters,
Division of Transportation Programming for approval on behalf of the Governor. To expedite processing, Kern
COG will also forward a copy of the amendment to FHWA and FTA at the same time the amendment is sent to
Caltrans. Once approved by Caltrans, on behalf of the Governor, Caltrans will forward the amendment to FHWA
and/or FTA for Federal approval. Once approved by FHWA and/or FTA the amendment will be incorporated
into California's FSTIP. The FHWA and/or FTA approval will be addressed to Caltrans, with copies to Kern
COG.

*Transportation Conformity Types 2 & 3 —amendments not requiring conformity or regional transportation plan revisions.

3) DISPUTE RESOLUTION

If a question arises on the interpretation of the definition of an administrative action (modification), Caltrans,
Kern COG, FHWA and FTA (the parties) will consult with each other to resolve the question. If after
consultation, the parties disagree on the definition of what constitutes an administrative action (modification), the
final decision rests with the FTA for transit projects and FHWA for highway projects.
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BEFORE THE KERN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF KERN
Resolution No. 15-19
In the matter of:

REVISED FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AMENDMENT POLICY

WHEREAS, the Kern Council of Governments (Kern COG) is a Regional Transportation Planning
Agency (RTPA) and a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO); and

WHEREAS, the MPO is required to develop, maintain and endorse the Federal Transportation
Improvement Program (FTIP) with a Biannual Program of Projects for federal funding assistance; and

WHEREAS, the FTIP for the Kern region is a four-year schedule of multi modal transportation project
improvements of major freeways, expressways, arterials, urban collectors, bikeways, transit, rail and aviation
facilities; and

WHEREAS, in cooperation with federal, state, and local agencies, FTIP amendments must be
reviewed for project content, financial constraint and air quality conformity; and

WHEREAS, revisions are made to the FTIP Amendment Policy to update language consistent with
Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration administrative modification procedures
allowing the Kern COG Executive Director delegated authority to approve Administrative Modifications to the
FSTIP/FTIP.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

Kern Council of Governments adopts the revised Federal Transportation Improvement Program
Amendment Policy attached and made a part of Resolution No. 15-19 by this reference.

AUTHORIZED AND SIGNED THIS 16TH DAY OF APRIL 2015.

AYES: Flores, B. Smith, Wood, Hill, McFarland, Prout, Krier,
P. Smith, Wegman, Couch, Miller, Parra

NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: Wilke, Scrivner &
’ il e
Jennifer Wgd, Chair

Kern Council of Governments

ATTEST:

| hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a resolution of the Kern Council of Governments duly
authorized at a regularly scheduled meeting held on the 16th day of April 2015.

il M APR 17 2015

Ahron Hakimi, Executive Director Date
Kern Council of Governments






