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June 6, 2013

Rachel Falsetti, Division Chief

Office of Federal Transportation Management Program
Division of Transportation Programming, MS 82
Department of Transportation

P.O. Box 942784

Sacramento, CA 94274-0001

Attention: Abhijit Bagde
Dear Ms. Falsetti:

The Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG), using the authority delegated
to it by Caltrans, approves Administrative Modification #9 to the SACOG 2013/16
Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP). This constitutes an
administrative modification to the Federal Statewide Transportation Improvement
Program (FSTIP). The changes are consistent with the FSTIP Amendment and
Administrative Modification Procedures. The approved changes will not impact
SACOG’s financial constraint or the region’s air quality conformity. Section 2 of
Administrative Modification #9 summarizes the changes to projects and grouped project
listings.

Since administrative modifications do not require the approval of Caltrans, the Federal
Highway Administration, or the Federal Transit Administration, these changes are now
included in California’s 2013 FSTIP.

Any questions that you may have should be directed to José Luis Caceres at
(916) 340-6218.

Sincerely,

Matt Carpenter
Director of Transportation Services

MC:JLC:pm
Enclosures
cc:  Scott Carson, Federal Highway Administration

Jerome Wiggins, Federal Transit Administration
Karina O’Connor, Environmental Protection Agency
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Section 1

Understanding Grouped and Individually
Listed Project Reports

The following MTIP revision contains individually programmed projects and grouped projects.
“Grouped projects” are not called out individually in the MTIP, but are gathered into “grouped
project listings.” In a separate report, SACOG provides project-level detail for those new or
revised projects that are programmed within grouped project listings. According to federal
regulations, some projects must be programmed (i.e., identified) individually, while “Projects
that are not considered to be of appropriate scale for individual identification in a given program
year may be grouped by function, work type, and/or geographic area using the applicable
classifications...” Federal rules also require that grouped projects be exempt for the purposes of
air quality conformity and be not regionally significant. (23 CFR 250.324.f) The Grouped Project
Listing Detail is provided for information and authorization purposes only. According to federal
regulations and guidance, grouped projects are not individually programmed, but are actually
considered “programmed” as part of their corresponding grouped project listing.

In addition to providing a Summary of Changes, SACOG provides complete detail for individually
programmed projects and grouped projects for full disclosure to the public and to project
sponsors, as well as for the purposes of project authorization by Caltrans, FHWA, and FTA.
However, to find a project, one will have to consult two reports: the Individual and Grouped
Project Listing report and the Grouped Project Listing Detail report. Each report sorts projects
differently.

The projects in the Individual and Grouped Project Listing report are sorted alphabetically by
County, Lead Agency, and then Project Title. The projects in the Grouped Project Listing Detail
report are sorted alphabetically by Grouped Project Listing Category, and within each listing
they are sorted alphabetically by County, Lead Agency, and then Project Title.

SACOG groups small-scale, exempt projects in order to emphasize regionally significant projects
and provide administrative flexibility. By grouping smaller exempt projects, the MTIP conveys
that those projects are actually part of larger, overall efforts by the region to maintain and
improve surface transportation through air quality-exempt activities such as transportation
studies, road rehabilitation, transit operations, replacement and minor expansion of the transit
fleet, safety improvement, and so on. It allows SACOG to demonstrate how a change to a
grouped project’s scope, cost, or phasing may actually be considered a minor change to the
grouped project listing as a whole. As a result, FHWA, FTA, and Caltrans afford SACOG greater
administrative flexibility to manage the MTIP using administrative modifications.
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Section 1

MTIP Processes and Amendment Types

fo F e N AL L

For maore d o see SACOHG s P ~ Participation P
hitp://www.sacog.org/mtp/ppp.cfm
There are four processes for the various ways to change/update the MTIP:

1. Adoption

2. Administrative Modification
3. Amendment

4. Technical Revision

SACOG generally adopts a new MTIP every two years, although federal guidelines only require a
new MTTP every four vears. As part of the adoption, SACOG removes the two prior years and adds
two additional years of funding. SACOG also reports projects that were completed from the prior
MTIP. The MTIP is accompanied by either a new air quality conformity determination and analysis
or a determination that relies on a previous analysis,

Regulations describe this action as 2 minor revision to the MTIP which does not require public
review. An Administrative Modification may take one or two weeks to process and may include
minor changes to the cost of a project or phase, and changes to funding sources of previously-
included projects. SACOG has defined the processing of an Administrative Modilication as a 'T'ype |
Action. (Sce below for types of NTIP actions)

Regulations describe this action as a significant change to the MTIP. An Amendment is a revision
that involves a major change to a project included in a metropolitan transportation plan (MN1P) or
MITTP. An Amendment {often referred to as a Formal Amendment) may take several months to
process.

SACOG has ranked Administrative Modifications and Amendments into five different revision
types which require different levels of public review and processing actions:

Type 1: This is an Administrative Modification. The criteria for Administrative Modifications
and Amendments are defined in Title 23, CFR part 450.104. Also, the Federal Highway
Administration, Federal Transit Admmnistration, and Caltrans agreed on California-specific
administrative modification procedures on June 3, 2011. Those procedutes are posted online at
www.dorcagov/hg/transprog/ federal/proc_guide. him. SACOG received delegated approval
authority from Caltrans for Administrative Modifications, such that no other action is required
once SACOG has approved an Administrative Modification. (Approval required by SACOG

management.)

Type 2: This is an Amendment that makes a funding change that is greater than what is allowed
as an Administrative Modification. The projects in a Type 2 revision do not change in design
concept ot scope and the conformity analysis years as assumed for the regional emissions analysis
of the currently conforming MTP and MTIP remain unaltered. (Approval required by SACOG
management, Caltrans and Federal Department of Transportation.)
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Section 1
Type 3: This is an Amendment that significantly revises, or adds, or deletes an exempt or non-
regionally significant project or project phases to/from the MTIP. (Approval required by
SACOG management, Caltrans and Federal Department of Transportation.)

Type 4: This is an Amendment that requires a conformity determination but relies on a previous
regional emissions analysis. This type of amendment is used when adding a regionally significant
project to the MTTP that has already been appropriately accounted for in the regional emissions
analysis. (Approval required by SACOG Board, Caltrans and Federal Department of
Transportation.)

Type 5: This is an Amendment that requires a conformity determination and a new regional
emissions analysis. This type of revision 1s used when adding a non-exempt, regionally significant
project that has not been accounted for in the regional emissions analysis. This type of
amendment is also used when a non-exempt, regionally significant project makes a change to
either the design concept or scope or conformity analysis completion year which is not consistent
with the existing regional emissions analysis. (Approval required by SACOG Board, Caltrans and
Federal Departiment of Transportation.)

No public review is necessary for edits to parts of the MUIP that are shown for informational
purposes only or for fixing obvious tvpographical errors. Similarly, no public review is necessary for
SACOG o use agreed-upon Lixpedited Project Selection Procedures (LPSP). PSP is used to
advance projects from later vears of the MTIP and delay the implementation of other projects from
carlier vears. These changes occur without modification or amendment, based on agreements
between SACOG, Caltrans, local transit operators, and local transportation agencies. Fven so,
SACOG wrpically modities or amends the MTTP at the end of the fiscal vear to reflect advances and
delays.
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