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 Agenda topics 

Item Description Time Presenter 

1 Topics/Agenda/Introductions 11:15 R. Falsetti 

2 Ground Rules 11:20 R. Falsetti 

3 Approval of the 04/05/2005 CFPG meeting minutes 11:25 R. Falsetti 

4 Announcements and updates 11:30 All 

5 Two-Tiered Fund Estimate/STIP (15 minutes) 11:35 Greg Pochy 

6 Annual Listing of Projects Task Force (20 min) - (Annual Listing of Projects Handout) 11:50 Raymond Odunlami 

7 CMAQ Program (30 minutes) 12:10 Cathy Gomes 

8 HBRR/SHOPP Quarterly Update inclusion in FTIP (10 minutes) 12:40 Sookyung Kim 

9 State Budget May Revise (5 minutes)  (Trans May Revision Handout) 12:50 Rachel Falsetti 

10 FHWA Air Quality Staff Assignments (5 minutes) (handout to come) 12:55 Wade Hobbs 

11 Update on HBRRP (10 minutes) – (HBRRP Handout)   1:00 Susan Harrington 

12 Follow-Up Items from last meeting:   (10 min) 
 
A. Interested agencies to send E-mail to Bruce Abanathy regarding resolution to 

shorten RFA process. 
B. Jean Mazur, FHWA, will draft language for TIP Amendments – (TIP AMENTBL 

Handout) 

  1:10 
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FHWA 
 

13 Open Forum & Next meeting date and location: 
 
June 28, 2005  MTC 
August 9, 2005  FHWA 
September 20, 2005           SACOG 
November 1, 2005             CT 
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CALIFORNIA FEDERAL PROGRAMMING GROUP (CFPG) 
MEETING MINUTES – May 17, 2005 

 
 
The CFPG meeting was held at the Department of Transportation in Sacramento from 11:15 to 
12:30 p.m. 
 
1. Topics/Agenda/Introduction: 
 

The meeting started with the self-introduction of attendees. 
 
2. Ground Rules: 
 

Rachel Falsetti, Caltrans, Federal Programmikng, went over the ground rules for the meeting: 
 

• Since there are phone participants, everyone who speaks should state his/her name and 
agency. 

• Keep comments as brief as possible. 
• Stick to the current agenda item.  Additional items not in the agenda will be added to the 

end and will be discussed if time permits. 
• Turn off cell phones and limit interruptions. 
• This is a forum to hear everyone’s concerns, comments and suggestions.  Please make 

sure your voice is heard. 
• Facilitator to ask before moving on to the next item if anyone on the phone has any 

additional comments on the item, then pause for a few seconds. 
• Respond to follow-up items and meeting notices by the deadlines. 
• Except for follow-up items, the minutes will include discussions that take place during 

the meeting only.  If you do not want what you say during the meeting included in the 
minutes, state “off the record.” 

• When not speaking, phone participants to keep their phones on mute if possible. 
 
3. Approval of 4/05/05 CFPG meeting minutes: 
 

The meeting minutes for April 5, 2005, were approved with no comments. 
 

4. Announcements and updates: 
 

Leigh Levine, FHWA, announced there are no scheduled dates for the Highway Program 
Finance mini course.  Information will be distributed once received. 
 

5. Two-Tiered Fund Estimate /STIP: 
 

The fund estimate/STIP is required by code every two years and covers a five-year period.  
The California Transportation Commission adopts it August 15th of every odd numbered 
year.  The major assumption with a two-tiered estimate is because past estimates had 
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uncertainties with funding (money given to the State, statutes from TIF).  It can be suspended 
in lean budget years. 
 
Rachel Falsetti will distribute a spreadsheet regarding the two-tiered information. 
 
Workshop information will be coming out from the CTC. 
 

6. Annual Listing of Projects Task Force: 
 

Raymond Odunlami, MTC, stated MPOs struggled to produce an Annual Listing of 
Obligated Projects report.  A committee was put together two years ago to provide a solution.  
They ran into a dead end.  Federal register was distributed from FHWA/FTA regarding 
public comments and how to enforce existing regulations.  The California Federal 
Programming Group decided to write letter regarding public comment to the United States 
Department of Transportation to roll back policy to pre-2002 era.  Raymond will keep 
everyone informed. 
 
Handout:  Annual Listing for Projects (04/02/05 letter) 
 

7. Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Program: 
 
Cathy Gomes, Caltrans, CMAQ, announced a letter was sent to the CMAQ liaisons regarding 
a new tracking system.  There will be two training sessions held (6/16/05 and 6/23/05) for 
this new system.  The training should last approximately two hours or less.  Cathy will be 
available to go over the training with you. 
 
A User ID will be needed to use the tracking system.  Cathy will send out steps on how to 
obtain your ID and what FHWA will go over.  An online guide will also be available.  The 
new database is for current year projects and will be available for use immediately after the 
training sessions. 
 
Cathy provided a CMAQ task force overview of a formal CMAQ program and processes. 
 
An email will be distributed regarding the large and medium MPOs.  Each MPO will have to 
choose one. 
 
Cathy also went over eligibility issues.  Note: Just because a project has been programmed in 
the TIP, it does not mean it has had a CMAQ eligibility determination.  Send an email to 
Cathy if you’re unsure before going to obligation. 
 

8. HBRR/SHOPP Quarterly Update inclusion in FTIP: 
 
This item was deferred until item #11. 
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9. State Budget May Revise: 
 
Rachel Falsetti, Caltrans, Federal Programming, announced the TIF would likely not be 
suspended this year.  She went over the allocation for the Proposition 42 transfer:  $678 
million to the Traffic Congestion Relief Fund; $254 million to the Transportation Investment 
Fund; $127 million to the Public Transportation Account; $254 million for local streets and 
roads. 
 
Handout:  Transportation May Revision 
 

10. FHWA Air Quality Staff Assignments: 
 
Wade Hobbs, FHWA, announced staffing assignment changes (effective June 15, 2005).  He 
will distribute an email with the information. 
 

11. Update on HBRRP: 
 
Susan Harrington, Caltrans, Local Assistance, announced a new bridge list is out, dated 
April 12, 2005.  She would like feedback on it.  The next list will be ready on 
October 15, 2005.  The list will be distributed sooner if feedback indicates so.  If there is a 
problem adopting the list, email Susan at Susan.Harrington@dot.ca.gov.  There may be air 
quality sensitivities.  Wade Hobbs, FHWA, stated non-exempt projects need to be pulled out 
and programmed as individually listed projects. 
 
Item #8 – Every six months HBRR updates will be sent out in Excel format. 
 
It was announced MPOs that have not submitted their Expedited Project Selection 
Procedures need to do so. 
 

12. Follow-up Items from May 17, 2005 Meeting: 
 
A.  Interested agencies to send email to Bruce Abanathie regarding resolution to shorten RFA 

process. 
 

Bruce has received responses from MTC, SBCAG and Caltrans Local Assistance.  He 
would like comments and/or suggestions in regards to the informational email he 
distributed about this subject. 

 
B. TIP Amendments 
 

Jean Mazur, FHWA, distributed a TIP Amendment Table handout.  She asked that you 
review it and provide her with any comments. 
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13. Open Forum: 
 
Wade Hobbs, FHWA, announced financial constraint summary documentation is needed 
when doing federal TIP amendments (not needed for administrative amendments).  FSTIP 
amendments may not be approved if this information is not provided. 
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Follow-up Items: 
 
1.   Rachel Falsetti to distribute spreadsheet regarding Two-Tiered 

Fund Estimate. 
Done

  
2.   Cathy Gomes to distribute information regarding obtaining a 

User ID for the new CMAQ tracking system. 
Done

  
3.   Cathy Gomes to distribute information regarding large and 

medium MPO choices. 
Done

  
4.   FHWA to provide email of staffing assignment changes. Done
  

 



















California Federal Programming Group 
May 17, 2005 

Meeting  
 
 

Highway Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation Program (HBRRP) 
1:00 P.M. Handout 

 
 
The Caltrans Division of Local Assistance HBRRP staff/advisory committee would like 
your feedback on the following items: 
 
To MPO representatives: 

• Caltrans proposes to produce new HBRRP lists (for line-item and grouped bridge 
projects) twice during the federal fiscal year:  October 15 and March 1st.  Will 
these dates allow you to adopt the list into your Federal Transportation 
Improvement Program (FTIP) within a month or two?  In other words, will you 
have a council or board (your decision-making authority) meeting shortly these 
two dates to you allowing adoption of the list quickly?  Please let us know if there 
are better dates for us to publish the lists to make your regularly scheduled 
meetings (within or close to October and March). 

 
• Are any problems hindering you from adopting the April 2005 HBRRP listing 

Caltrans sent out on April 12?  Website for the current list is:  
http://www2.dot.ca.gov/hq/LocalPrograms/hbrr99/FSTIP.html 

 
 
To City and County Representatives: 

• Is there an easy way you could note which line-item HBRRP projects have air 
quality impacts and/or crossover "milestone" years when you send your projects 
to your District Local Assistance Engineer (DLAE)?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE EMAIL RESPONSE BY MAY 20 TO:  susan_harrington@dot.ca.gov 
THANK YOU. 

DLA:sh 
5/16/05 
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DRAFT 
Transportation Conformity Information for TIP Amendments 

5/12/05 1

Type of Amendment 
New TIP 

Conformity 
Determination? 

 
New 

Regional 
Emissions 
Analysis? 

Conformity Information 

 
1. Minor Changes  

• e.g. changes consistent with Caltrans’ 
administrative amendment procedures  

 
No 

 
No  Transmittal Information:

o A statement describing the change being made. 
o A statement that the change is consistent with the 

administrative amendment procedures. 
o If the project is a non-exempt, regionally significant 

project, a statement that the change does not reflect a 
change in the design concept and scope of the project or 
the conformity analysis years as assumed for the regional 
emissions analysis of the currently conforming RTP and 
TIP. 

o If applicable, a statement that the change for this project 
do not interfere the timely implementation of any approved 
TCMs.   

 
Conformity Procedures/Documentation: 

o No additional documentation required. 
 

 
2. Formal Amendment - Funding Changes > allowed 
as a Minor Change -  

• e.g. funding changes greater than allowed 
per Caltrans’ administrative procedures  

 
No 

 
No 

 
Transmittal Information: 

o A statement describing the change being made.  
o If the project is a non-exempt, regionally significant 

project, a statement that the change does not reflect a 
change in the design concept and scope of the project or 
the conformity analysis years as assumed for the regional 
emissions analysis of the currently conforming RTP and 
TIP. 

o If applicable, a statement that the cost changes for this 
project do not interfere the timely implementation of any 
approved TCMs.   

o A statement that the TIP as amended meets all applicable   
transportation planning requirements per 23 CFR Part 450 
(e.g. financial constraint, public involvement and 
consistency with the RTP). 

 
 
Conformity Procedures/Documentation: 

o No additional documentation required. 
 



DRAFT 
Transportation Conformity Information for TIP Amendments 

5/12/05 2

Type of Amendment 
New TIP 

Conformity 
Determination? 

 
New 

Regional 
Emissions 
Analysis? 

Conformity Information 

 
3. Formal Amendment - Exempt Projects (2) - 

• e.g. add/delete exempt project or project 
phases to/from the TIP  

• e.g. add environmental studies for a non-
exempt project to the TIP (environmental 
document cannot be approved) 

 
No 

 
No 

 
Transmittal Information: 

o A statement describing the change being made. 
o A statement that the project was determined to be exempt 

from the requirement that a conformity determination 
and/or regional emissions analysis be performed per 40 
CFR 93.126, 93.127 or 93.128.   

o A statement that because the projects are exempt, no 
further conformity determination is required. 

o If applicable, a statement that the changes do not interfere 
the timely implementation of any approved TCMs.   

o A statement that the amendment was circulated for the 
appropriate public and interagency comment period per 
the MPOs public involvement procedures and the 
conformity SIP, respectively. 

o A statement that the TIP as amended meets all applicable  
transportation planning requirements per 23 CFR Part 450 
(e.g. financial constraint, public involvement and 
consistency with the RTP). 

 
Conformity Procedures/Documentation: 

o No additional documentation required.   
o The amendment should be circulated through interagency 

consultation consistent with the procedures contained in 
the nonattainment area conformity SIP. 

 



DRAFT 
Transportation Conformity Information for TIP Amendments 

5/12/05 3

Type of Amendment 
New TIP 

Conformity 
Determination? 

 
New 

Regional 
Emissions 
Analysis? 

Conformity Information 

 
4. Formal Amendment - Conformity Determinations 
and Relies on a Previous Regional Emissions 
Analysis -  

• e.g. adding a regionally significant project to 
the TIP when it has already been 
appropriately accounted for in the regional 
emissions analysis  

• e.g. adding a non-regionally significant 
project to the TIP 

 
Yes 

 
No 

 
Transmittal Information: 

o A statement describing the change being made (e.g. the 
project is a non-regionally significant, non-exempt project 
or the project is a regionally significant project). 

o TIP as amended meets the following transportation 
conformity provisions 40 CFR 93.122(g). 

o A statement that the conformity determination was based 
on the previous regional emissions analysis.  Include the 
name of the RTP and the date of the MPO and USDOT 
conformity determinations. 

o A statement that the TIP as amended meets all applicable 
transportation planning requirements per 23 CFR Part 450 
(e.g. financial constraint, public involvement and 
consistency with the RTP). 

o If applicable, a statement that the changes do not interfere 
the timely implementation of any approved TCMs.   

o A statement that the TIP as amended was found to 
conform to the applicable SIP.   

 
Conformity Procedures/Documentation: 

o Document interagency consultation per conformity SIP. 
o Document public involvement per public involvement 

procedures. 
o Document conditions of 40 CFR 93.122(g) including 

reference to documentation of currently conforming RTP 
and TIP and the dates of the MPO and USDOT conformity 
determination. 

o Document financial constraint. 
o Document timely implementation of approved TCMs. 
o Include MPO conformity determination (resolution). 
o Include summary of emissions budget test or interim 

emissions test from currently conforming RTP and TIP. 
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Type of Amendment 
New TIP 

Conformity 
Determination? 

 
New 

Regional 
Emissions 
Analysis? 

Conformity Information 

 
5. Formal Amendment, Conformity Determination 
and New Regional Emissions Analysis - 

• e.g. add non-exempt, regionally significant 
project that has not been accounted for in 
the regional emissions analysis 

• e.g. change in non-exempt, regionally 
significant project that is not consistent with 
the design concept and scope or the 
conformity analysis years  

 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
Transmittal Information: 

o A statement describing the change being made (e.g. a 
new regional emissions analysis because a non-exempt 
project was: 1) added; 2) deleted; 3) there was a 
significant in the design concept and scope of a regionally 
significant non-exempt project; or 4) conformity analysis 
year changed for a regionally significant, nonexempt 
project).  

o A statement that the TIP as amended meets all applicable 
transportation planning requirements per 23 CFR Part 450 
(e.g. financial constraint, public involvement and 
consistency with the RTP). 

o A statement that a new regional emissions analysis was 
performed.  

o If applicable, a statement that the changes do not interfere 
the timely implementation of any approved TCMs.   

o A statement that the TIP as amended conforms to the 
applicable SIP.   

 
Conformity Procedures/Documentation: 

o Most MPOs have standard documentation and 
procedures they use for a conformity determination that 
includes a new regional emissions analysis.  To date, the 
documentation and procedures have been adequate.  
FHWA/FTA will work with MPOs on an individual basis to 
address any concerns relating to this type of amendment. 
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