
M e m o r a n d u m

To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS CTC Meeting: June 25, 2015 

Reference No.: 2.2c.(2)  
Action 

From:  WILL KEMPTON 
Executive Director 

Subject: APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING
FINAL  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE 6TH STREET VIADUCT 
SEISMIC IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (RESOLUTION E-15-35) 

ISSUE:  
Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final Environmental Impact 
Report (FEIR), Findings of Fact, Statement of Overriding Considerations and Addendum for the 
6th Street Viaduct Seismic Improvement Project in Los Angeles County for future consideration 
of funding? 

RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends the Commission accept the FEIR, Findings of Fact, Statement of Overriding 
Considerations and Addendum and approve the project for future consideration of funding. 

BACKGROUND:   
The City of Los Angeles (City) is the CEQA lead agency for the project.  The proposed project 
will replace the seismically and structurally deficient 6th Street Viaduct over the Los Angeles 
River and the 6th Street Overcrossing which is a portion of the US-101 Hollywood Freeway.  The 
project will also include active transportation improvements that will include sidewalks, bike 
lanes, Americans with Disabilities Act compliant ramps, striping and pedestrian lighting 
improvements.   

On November 18, 2011, the Los Angeles City Council approved and certified the FEIR, Findings 
of Facts, Statement of Overriding Considerations, and a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program for the project.  An addendum to the 2011 FEIR was prepared in April 2015 to address 
the addition of the active transportation elements.  The City certified that the circumstances 
surrounding the project and the area’s social, economic, and environmental setting remain 
essentially the same as they were when the FEIR was approved in 2011.   

The FEIR determined that impacts related to land use, community, traffic and 
transportation/pedestrian facilities, emergency services, visual and aesthetics, cultural resources, 
air quality, biological resources and cumulative effects would be significant and unavoidable.   
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The City found that there were several benefits that outweigh the unavoidable adverse 
environmental effects of the project.  These benefits include, but are not limited to:  a new 
viaduct that meets the current seismic standards; a new structure that meets current design 
standards, including crash-resistant railings, shoulders for bike lanes, a safety median and wider 
sidewalks; and enhanced transportation and connectivity between Boyle Heights and Downtown. 
The County established a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program to ensure that the 
mitigation measures specified for the project are implemented.   
 
On May 13, 2015, the City confirmed that the 2011 FEIR remains valid and there are no new 
identified impacts requiring mitigation since adoption of the FEIR in 2011.  On June 4, 2015, the 
City also confirmed that the active transportation elements added through the Addendum are 
consistent with the project programmed by the Commission.   
 
The total cost of the project is estimated to cost $401,200,000. The Active Transportation 
Program components are estimated to cost $2,552,000 and will be funded entirely with Active 
Transportation Program funds.  Construction is estimated to begin in fiscal year 2015/16.   
 
 
Attachment  
• Resolution E-15-35 
• Project Location 
• Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations 
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Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding  
07– Los Angeles County 

Resolution E-15-35     
 

1.1 WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles has completed a Final Environmental Impact 
Report and Addendum pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
• 6th Street Viaduct Seismic Improvement Project  

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles has certified that the Final Environmental Impact 

Report and Addendum were completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines; 
and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project will replace the seismically and structurally deficient 6th 

Street Viaduct over the Los Angeles River and the 6th Street Overcrossing which is 
a portion of the US-101 Hollywood Freeway.  The project includes active 
transportation improvements that will include sidewalks, bike lanes, Americans 
with Disabilities Act compliant ramps, striping, and pedestrian lighting 
improvements; and  
 

1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 
has considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact Report 
and Addendum; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, Findings of Fact made pursuant to CEQA Guidelines indicate that 

specific unavoidable significant impacts related to land use, community, traffic and 
transportation/pedestrian facilities, emergency services, visual and aesthetics, 
cultural resources, air quality, biological resources, and cumulative effects make it 
infeasible to avoid or fully mitigate to a less than significant level the effects 
associated with the project; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles adopted a Statement of Overriding 

Considerations for the project finding that the project benefits outweigh the 
unavoidable adverse environmental effects; and 

 
1.7 WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles adopted a Mitigation Monitoring and 

Reporting Program for the project; and 
 
1.8  WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the facts 

as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the Final Environmental Impact Report, Findings of 
Fact, Statement of Overriding Considerations, and Addendum and approves the above 
referenced project to allow for future consideration of funding. 
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