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STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

ISSUE:

State Legislation: The Legislature concluded the first year of a two-year legislative session on
September 9, 2011. Bills passed by both houses were forwarded to the Governor for signature. The
attachment to this staff report provides a list of bills that were forwarded to the Governor. The
Governor has until October 9, 2011 to sign or veto these bills.

Of the 24 bills included in the August meeting staff report, ten were passed by both houses and
forwarded to the Governor for signature including Senate Bill 325 (Rubio — Central California
Railroad Authority) that was signed by the Governor on September 6, 2011. The remaining nine
bills are awaiting Governor’s action as of September 12, 2011. Staff will report on the Governor’s
actions at the Commission’s October meeting.

Federal Reauthorization Legislation: The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient
Transportation Equity Act — A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), which is the existing surface
transportation authorization legislation, which was extended, and expires on September 30™, 2011.

On September 8, 2011, the Environment and Public Works Committee (EPW) unanimously
approved the Surface Transportation Extension Act of 2012, which would fund highway programs at
current levels through January 31, 2012. The Senate is continuing to work on a bipartisan proposal,
Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21), that will reauthorize transportation
programs at current funding levels for two years.

Over the September 10-11 weekend, the House and Senate decided to combine the long-overdue
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) reauthorization with the pending surface transportation bill,
considering them together as one uniform transportation extension (Surface and Air Transportation
Programs Extension Act of 2011). The FAA bill will be extended for four months, while SAFETEA-
LU will be extended for six months, with an expiration date of March 31, 2012. The extension will
stick to current funding levels, authorizing $24.78 billion in spending from the Highway Trust Fund
for the first half of fiscal year 2012 (which begins October 1). At the time of writing this staff report,
the bill was still in draft form. The House is expected to take up the Surface and Air Transportation
Programs Extension Act of 2011 during the week of September 12, 2011.
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RECOMMENDATION:

No action by the Commission is required.

BACKGROUND:

The Commission approved criteria to guide Commission staff in monitoring legislation and selecting
bills that should be brought forward for Commission consideration. An over-arching criterion is that
a bill must directly affect transportation on a statewide basis. Bills meeting one or more of the
criteria, provided below, will be brought forward to the Commission for consideration.

e Funding/Financing - funding or a funding mechanism for transportation (capital and operations)
Environmental Mitigation - implementation of green house gas emissions reduction and
transportation (e.g., AB 32), and/or involve the environmental process and transportation (e.g.,
CEQA)

Planning - implementation of transportation and land use and planning (e.g., SB 375)

e Project Delivery - changes to the way transportation projects are delivered

Additional criteria for bringing a bill forward include:

e Direct Impact to Commission - changes in Commission responsibility, policy impact or
operations

¢ Commissioner Request - recommended by a Commissioner for consideration by the Commission
at its next regularly scheduled meeting

The Commission adopted policy to consider legislation in relation to its overall policy by topic area,
prior to taking a position on legislation addressing that topic; and remain selective in its use of
watch, support or opposition on a bill. The rationale for a policy by topic area is it permits the
Commission to address a suite of legislative proposals dealing with the same topic by commenting to
the author(s) without necessarily taking a position. Rather than taking specific positions on bills in
their initial state, the Commission can advise the Legislature on a bill’s policy and/or technical
aspects, as well as how it helps or hinders transportation. The intent of the Commission’s comments
is to alert the author of the bill’s impact on a policy and/or technical aspect related to transportation
planning, programming, financing, mitigation, or project delivery.

Further direction will be provided to staff, by the Chair, on bills that meet the aforementioned
criteria.

Attachment
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