
Economic Recovery Package -- Transportation Estimates for California *

Title and Description
Conference 
Agreement

FINAL California 
Estimated Share Comments* (Red = potential GF Relief) Deadlines/Criteria/Actions

INFRASTRUCTURE -- ROADS, BRIDGES AND TRANSIT 
$21,500,000,000 $3,638,016,693 Comments

Highways, roads and bridges -- distributed 
largely along the lines of current law formulas - for 
shovel ready projects that begin spending out 
within 180 days.

$27,500,000,000                       
Discretionary Set Asides:
 $  60 million for ferries 
 $310 million for Indian 
Reservation Roads 
 $170 million for Park Roads  
and Parkways 
 $  60 million for Forest 
Highways
 $  10 million for Refuge Roads 
 $  20 million for technology 
training
 $  20 million for DBE bonding 
assistance
 

$2,569,568,000 FINAL -- $1.72 billion would be under control by the state, $771 million would go directly to local 
jurisdictions (by population), and $77.1 million would go towards Transportation Enhancements 
(which includes a wide variety of allowable activities such as pedestrian and bicycle facilities, 
landscaping, and historic preservation activity).  The state will have 120 days to obligate the first 50 
percent of its funds and until one year after apportionment to obligate the remainder.  Maintenance 
of Effort must be certified, but from the date of enactment. 

Deadlines:  State has 120 days from apportionment of funds (which will occur no later than 3/10/2009) to obligate 
$900 million of the non-suballocated funds (obligation is defined as federal approval of an E-76 application). It must 
obligate the balance of funds (including locally subvened funds no later than 1 year after apportionment (March 10, 
2010 at the latest).  Governor Certification of Maintenance of Effort due March 19/2009 Critieria: Priority for project 
selection given to projects in areas meeting as yet to be specified unemployment criteria and to projects that can be 
completed within three years.  Actions:  1: Reach agreement on suballocation of funds prior to apportionment 
deadline.  2: Program projects  3: Begin obligation of funds -- goal to obligate entire state share within 60 days. 4: 
There are no specifications on rules for awarding of ferry and other discretionary program grants -- need to be alert 
for any announcement in the Federal Register.

Transit -- distributed largely along the lines of 
current law formulas - for shovel ready projects 
that begin spending out within 180 days.

$8,400,000,000 $1,068,448,693 FINAL -- Funding will go directly to local agencies.  $968 million will under the urban formula, $33.9 
million under rural, and $66.17 million for fixed-guideway modernization.

Deadlines:  Transit Operators and Metropolitan Planning Organizations have 180 days from apportionment of funds 
(which will occur no later than 3/10/2009) to obligate 50 percent of the funds (obligation is defined as federal approval 
of an E-76 application). They must obligate the balance within one year of apportionment.  Criteria: Capital Grants 
(New and Small Starts)  US DOT Secretary will allocate funds with priority to projects that can begin construction 
within 150 days of enactment or are currently under construction (this appears to imply that the candidate pool of 
projects will be current New and Small Starts applicants).

Competitive Grants for Transportation $1,500,000,000 Competitive FINAL -- The maximum individual grant is $300 million and minimum grant size is $20 million.  Not 
more than 20 percent of the $1.5 billion may be allocated to any particular state.  This should ensure 
that California receives funding under this program, but there is no way to estimate our portion, but 
the maximum would be $300 million.  

Deadlines:  US DOT to publish criteria no later than 5/18/2009.  Discretionary applications due 11/14/2009.  
Selection of projects 2/17/2009.   Criteria/Actions:  Begin discussion with US DOT on potential criteria that will 
benefit state (goods movement, local contribution, greenhouse gas reduction, etc.).  Also discuss options for 
proposals with regions and stakeholders such as ports, freight rail companies with towards developing a  strategy for 
a statewide approach.  

Amtrak -- capital needs. $1,300,000,000 Competitive $850 million is for Amtrak capital grants.  $450 million is for security upgrades. Deadlines:  Amtrak award of projects 3/19/2009.  No action needed.  
High Speed Rail and Intercity Rail $8,000,000,000 Competitive Funding is at the discretion of the Federal Rail Administration.  Priority is given to high-speed rail.  

Funding may be obligated through the end of FY2012.
Deadlines: US DOT High Speed Rail Strategic Plan due 4/18/2009.  High Speed Capital Grant Guidelines 6/17/2009  
Criteria/Actions: Begin influencing US DOT HSR Strategic Plan to ensure inclusion of funding for conventional speed 
rail as well as high speed rail.  Ensure inclusion of safety enhancements such as positive train control.  Currently 
have draft applications on a per project basis on hand.

Aviation -- for airport improvement projects that 
will improve safety and reduce congestion.

$1,300,000,000 Competitive California is eligible for funding, but distribution is discretionary. Deadlines: FAA to establish criteria for grant programs no later than April 18, 2009.  FAA must award 50% of the 
grants within 120 days of enactment and the balance a year after.

Border Ports of Entry -- GSA and Border Patrol 
land ports of entry to improve border security, 
improve trade and travel and reduce wait times

$1,000,000,000 Competitive FINAL -- Ports of entry construction $700M and $rail and transit security $300M. California is eligible 
for funding, but distribution is discretionary.  

Actions:  Begin discussion with GSA and Border on options for securing funding for California Border Crossing 
projects.
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Purposes Of The Stimulus Bill 

As quickly as possible with prudent management:

1. Preserve & create jobs. Promote economic recovery.
2. Assist those most impacted by the recession.
3. Spur technological advances in science and health.
4. Invest in infrastructure with long-term econ. benefits.
5. Stabilize State and local government budgets.
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Stimulus Bill Funding

$27.5B “Highway Infrastructure Investment”
$26.66B Surface Transportation (est. $2.57B to CA)

$8.4B for Transit (est. $1.1B to CA)
$9.3B for Rail
$1.3B for Aviation
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Surface Transportation

Uses include:
Highways 

Not local or rural minor collectors
Construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, resurfacing, restoration, and 
operational improvements

Bridges
Transit capital
Rail – passenger & freight
Port infrastructure
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Distribution of “Highway” Funds

Apportionment to CA within 21 days.

Existing law (70% SHOPP/STIP)
v. 

Proposed statute (all RSTP)
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Distribution of “Highway” Funds

Based on existing law:

30% (est. $771M) Surface Transportation Program
Suballocated via RSTP to regions based on population.

70% (est. $1,799M) to SHOPP & STIP.
Without specified federal suballocation.
3% of total (est. $77M) for Transportation Enhancement.
120 day use-it-or-lose-it applies to 50%
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SHOPP/STIP Distribution

SHOPP:
Funding level adopted by CTC in Fund Estimate. 

STIP: 
25% to Caltrans for the interregional program
75% to regions 

North/south split (40%/60%) 
Based on population (75%) & state highway miles (25%). 



California Transportation Commission 8February 19, 2009

Working Group Discussion

No consensus 
Support for:

62.5% suballocation / 37.5% to the state.
Changing state law: 

Distribute all funds through modified STP:
62.5% suballocation (based on population)
37.5% to the state managed by Caltrans
Essentially no Commission role.
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Distribution of “Highway” Funds

Staff recommendation:
Proceed immediately based on current law.
Approve a SHOPP level:

$685M achieves 37.5% / 62.5% state/regional split.

Begin allocations in March:
Use STIP amendments to add projects.

Adopt STIP “targets” & guidance in March:
Use STIP amendments not RTIP submittals.
Roll Stimulus STIP targets into share balances in 2010 STIP.
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Stimulus Bill Funding

Comments & Questions
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