


Why do we Need Complete Streets?Why do we Need Complete Streets?

M th 50 fM th 50 f fi t hi hfi t hi h llMore than 50 years of carMore than 50 years of car--first, highwaysfirst, highways--only only 

transportation planning has resulted in traffictransportation planning has resulted in traffictransportation planning has resulted in traffic transportation planning has resulted in traffic 

gridlock, polluted air, and reduced levels of physical gridlock, polluted air, and reduced levels of physical g yg y

activity and fitness.activity and fitness.



Americans Bike and WalkAmericans Bike and Walk

An estimated 275 million An estimated 275 million 
lki i dlki i dwalking trips were made walking trips were made 

during the summer of during the summer of 
2002200220022002
15% of all Americans ride 15% of all Americans ride 
a bike six or more days a a bike six or more days a 
yearyear
More than half of older More than half of older 
Americans walk regularlyAmericans walk regularlyAmericans walk regularlyAmericans walk regularly

America Bikes Poll



Americans Want to Bike & Walk MoreAmericans Want to Bike & Walk More

Residents are 65% Residents are 65% 
more likely to walk in more likely to walk in 
a neighborhood with a neighborhood with 
sidewalkssidewalkssidewalkssidewalks
52% want to bike 52% want to bike 
more than they do nowmore than they do nowo e ey do owo e ey do ow
55% would rather 55% would rather 
walk more walk more 

STPP Poll



Streets are InadequateStreets are Inadequate

Too dangerous to cross on foot



Streets are InadequateStreets are Inadequate

No connections for pedestriansNo connections for pedestrians



Streets are InadequateStreets are Inadequate

No room for bikes or pedestriansNo room for bikes or pedestrians



What is a Complete Street?What is a Complete Street?

A Complete Street is safe, comfortable A Complete Street is safe, comfortable pp
and convenient for travel via and convenient for travel via 

automobile, foot, bicycle, and transit.automobile, foot, bicycle, and transit.automobile, foot, bicycle, and transit.automobile, foot, bicycle, and transit.



The Many Types of Complete StreetsThe Many Types of Complete Streets

A residential street with sidewalksA residential street with sidewalks



The Many Types of Complete StreetsThe Many Types of Complete Streets

A street cyclists can ride comfortablyA street cyclists can ride comfortably



The Many Types of Complete StreetsThe Many Types of Complete Streets

A busy street all can safely crossA busy street all can safely cross



Benefits: Air QualityBenefits: Air QualityQ yQ y

Decreases greenhouse gas emissionsDecreases greenhouse gas emissionsDecreases greenhouse gas emissionsDecreases greenhouse gas emissions
–– When replacing 1% of light duty vehicle trips When replacing 1% of light duty vehicle trips 

with bicycling reduces:with bicycling reduces:y gy g
SmogSmog--Forming GasesForming Gases-- 3.58 tons/day3.58 tons/day
Inhalable particlesInhalable particles -- .65 tons/day.65 tons/dayInhalable particles Inhalable particles .65 tons/day.65 tons/day
Carbon monoxideCarbon monoxide-- 20.11 tons/day20.11 tons/day

--California Air Resources BoardCalifornia Air Resources Board



Benefits: SafetyBenefits: Safety

Designing Designing intersections intersections 
for pedestrian travel for pedestrian travel 
can red ce pedestriancan red ce pedestriancan reduce pedestrian can reduce pedestrian 
risk by 28%risk by 28%

King/Ewing 2003King/Ewing 2003g gg g



Benefits: Encourages Healthy ActivityBenefits: Encourages Healthy Activity

W lki &W lki &Walking & Walking & 
bicycling help bicycling help 
prevent obesityprevent obesityprevent obesity, prevent obesity, 
diabetes, high diabetes, high 
blood pressure & blood pressure & pp
colon cancercolon cancer



Benefits: for Older CaliforniansBenefits: for Older Californians

Healthier aging Healthier aging 
outcomes outcomes 
Improves quality Improves quality 

f liff lifof lifeof life
Community Community 
integrationintegrationintegrationintegration
Extends Extends 
independenceindependenceindependenceindependence



Benefits: for People with DisabilitiesBenefits: for People with Disabilitiespp

Complete Streets have Complete Streets have 
b t d thb t d thcurb cuts and other curb cuts and other 

features for disabled features for disabled 
travelerstravelers
Complete Streets Complete Streets 
reduce isolation and reduce isolation and 
dependencedependencedependencedependence



Incomplete StreetIncomplete Street



Complete Street



Federal GuidelinesFederal Guidelines

2000 FHWA G id2000 FHWA G id2000 FHWA Guidance:2000 FHWA Guidance:

“Bicycling and walking facilities will be “Bicycling and walking facilities will be 

incorporated into all transportation projects incorporated into all transportation projects 

l ti l i t i t ”l ti l i t i t ”unless exceptional circumstances exist.”unless exceptional circumstances exist.”

Few states follow this guidance.Few states follow this guidance.



How the CTC can HelpHow the CTC can Helppp

R i ll j t t dh t C l t St tR i ll j t t dh t C l t St tRequire all projects to adhere to Complete Streets Require all projects to adhere to Complete Streets 

principles, as described in DD64principles, as described in DD64

Give projects that support all transportation Give projects that support all transportation 

h i hi h id ti f f dih i hi h id ti f f dichoices a higher consideration for fundingchoices a higher consideration for funding



For More InformationFor More Information

California Bicycle CoalitionCalifornia Bicycle Coalition
KC ButlerKC Butler
kcbutler@calbike.orgkcbutler@calbike.org
www.calbike.org www.calbike.org 
www.completestreets.orgwww.completestreets.org


