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ACTION UPDATE

The California Transportation Commission approved this extension request for fifteen
months, to September 30, 2006.

ISSUE

On September 13, 2002, under Resolution G-01-03, Delegation of Allocation Authority to the
Department of Transportation (Department) for Project Development Components of Local
Grant Projects Programmed in the STIP, the Department allocated $1,500,000 to the City of
Goleta for the Environmental (PA&ED) phase of the Fowler Road and Ekwill Street Extension
project (PPNO 4611). The City of Goleta has been unable to expend all the funds by the
expenditure deadline. The City of Goleta has requested an extension be approved for nineteen
months, to January 30, 2007.

RECOMMENDATION

The Department of Transportation (Department) recommends the Commission approve the time
extension for the period requested.

BACKGROUND

Resolution G-03-19, STIP Guidelines, adopted by the Commission on December 11, 2003,
stipulates that funds allocated for local project development costs must be expended by the end
of the second fiscal year following the fiscal year in which the funds were allocated. The
guidelines further stipulate that the Commission may approve waivers to the project

development expenditure deadline one time only for up to 20 months in accordance with Section
14529.8 of the Government Code.
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The completion of the PA&ED component of this project has been delayed due to unforeseen
circumstances. The first delay was attributed to local opposition to the scope of the proposed
project. To reach consensus on the project scope, the City held several public workshops. The
project scope was finalized by November 2003. The second delay was attributed to the
Incorporation of the City. The County of Santa Barbara originally sponsored the project and had
initiated consultant contracts. When the City incorporated, the sponsorship of the project
changed from the County of Santa Barbara to the City. With this transition, considerable time
has been spent reassessing project alternatives and seeking public input to ensure regional
consensus of the project and scope of the environmental document.

The City is working to complete the Supplemental Project Study Report (SPSR). The SPSR is
being done concurrently with the preparation of the Environmental Document and Project Report
in order to minimize further delays to the project. In addition, the City has implemented a
proactive quality assurance program to ensure all requirements are being addressed
appropriately. The City is confident that a nineteen-month time extension will be sufficient to
complete the required environmental documents.
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