
STATE OF CALIFORNIA      CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

M e m o r a n d u m

To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS CTC Meeting: August 17-18, 2016 

Reference No.: 2.2c.(4)  
Action 

From:  SUSAN BRANSEN 
Executive Director 

Subject: APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING
FINAL  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE ORANGE COUNTY 
STREETCAR PROJECT (RESOLUTION E-16-61) 

ISSUE:  
Should the California Transportation Commission (Commission), as a Responsible Agency, 
accept the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the Orange County Streetcar Project 
(Project) in Orange County for future consideration of funding? 

RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends the Commission accept the FEIR and approve the project for future 
consideration of funding.  

BACKGROUND:    
The City of Santa Ana is the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency for the 
Project.  The proposed Project involves the construction of a new east-west transit line in Orange 
County between the Santa Ana Regional Transit Center (SARTC) in the City of Santa Ana and 
the Harbor/Boulevard/West Minister Avenue Intersection in the City of Garden Grove. 

On January 20, 2015 the Santa Ana City Council adopted the Final Environmental Impact Report 
(FEIR) for the Orange County Streetcar Project under CEQA.   

The FEIR determined that impacts related to regional construction emissions and localized 
construction emissions would be significant and unavoidable during the first and second year of 
construction activities.   

The City found that there were several benefits that outweighed the unavoidable adverse 
environmental effects of the Project.  These benefits include overriding economic, legal, social 
and technological considerations that outweigh the identified significant effects on the 
environment.  The City cited benefits related to improved transit connectivity within the Orange 
County area; congestion relief by providing alternative mobility options; and the Project’s 
support of economic vitality and redevelopment opportunities for the community and region 
through a transit-oriented focus. 
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On July 21, 2016, the City confirmed that the FEIR remains valid and that there are no new 
identified impacts requiring mitigation since adoption.  The City also confirmed that the 
preferred alternative set forth in the final environmental document is consistent with the Project 
scope of the work programmed by the Commission.  
 
The Project from Santa Ana to Garden Grove will create a transit system that integrates 
seamlessly with the community, provides connections to regional Metrolink and Amtrak 
commuter rail services at the SARTC, and is compatible with the established urban character.  
The Project aims to: 
 

• Improve transit connectivity within the study area; 
• Relieve congestion by providing alternative mobility options; 
• Be sensitive to the character of the community; 
• Increase transit options; 
• Improve transit accessibility to and within the study area; and 
• Provide benefits to the environment through improved air quality. 

 
The Project is estimated to cost $297,910,000 and is fully funded through construction with 
Federal New Start Funds ($148,960,000), Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Funds 
($4,090,000), Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program (CMAQ) Funds ($53,030,000), 
Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP) Funds ($40,000,000) and Measure M2 Funds 
($51,830,000).   Construction is estimated to begin in Fiscal Year 2016/17. 

 
 

Attachments  
• Resolution E-16-61 
• Project Location Map 
• Statement of Overriding Consideration 

 
 



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding  
12– Orange County 
Resolution E-16-61    

 
1.1 WHEREAS, the City of Santa Ana (City) has completed a Final Environmental Impact 

Report (FEIR) pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the 
CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
• Orange County Streetcar Project 

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the City has certified that the Final Environmental Impact Report was 

completed pursuant to CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines; and 
 
1.3 WHEREAS,  the project involves the construction of a new east-west transit line in 

Orange County between the Santa Ana Regional Transit Center (SARTC) in the City of 
Santa Ana and the Harbor/Boulevard/West Minister Avenue Intersection in the City of 
Garden Grove; and  

 
1.4 WHEREAS,  the project is located in Orange County on the 4.15-mile route that 

connects the SARTC to Harbor Boulevard and Westminster Avenue in Garden Grove; 
and  
 

1.5 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, has 
considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact Report; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, the City on January 20, 2015, adopted the FEIR; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the City on July 21, 2016, confirmed that the FEIR remains valid with no 

new identified impacts; and 
 
1.8 WHEREAS, the City determined that impacts related to regional construction emissions 

and localized emissions would be significant and unavoidable during the first and second 
year of construction activities; and 

 
1.9 WHEREAS, the City adopted a Statement of Overriding Considerations for the project 

finding that the project benefits outweigh the unavoidable adverse environmental effects; 
and 

 
2.0 WHEREAS, the City adopted a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the 

project; and 
 
2.1 WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the facts 

as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations; and 
 
2.2  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the Final Environmental Impact Report and approves the 
above referenced project to allow for future consideration of funding. 



NOTICE OF DETERMINATION       
 
To: Office of Planning and Research  From: California Transportation Commission  
 1400 Tenth Street, Room 121  Attn: Jose Oseguera 
 Sacramento, CA 95814  1120 N Street 
  Sacramento, CA 95814 
  (916) 653-2094 
 

Subject: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 of the Public 
Resources Code. 

 
Orange County Streetcar Project 
Project Title 
 
2010051060     Jason Gabriel      (714) 647- 5664 
State Clearinghouse Number Lead Agency Contact Person       Area Code/Telephone 
 
Project Location (include county):  The project is located in Orange County on the 4.15-mile route that 
connects Santa Ana Regional Transit Center to Harbor Boulevard and Westminster Avenue in Garden 
Grove.  
 
Project Description:  The proposed project involves the construction of a new east-west transit line in 
Orange County between the Santa Ana Regional Transit Center (SARTC) in the City of Santa Ana 
and the Harbor/Boulevard/West Minister Avenue Intersection in the City of Garden Grove. 
 
 
This is to advise that the California Transportation Commission has approved the above described project on 
  (Lead Agency/ X Responsible Agency) 
August 18, 2016 and has made the following determinations regarding the above described project: 
 

1. The project (    X  will/           will not) have a significant effect on the environment. 
2.    X     An Environmental Impact Report and Addendum was prepared for this project pursuant to the 

provisions of CEQA. 
_    _ A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

3. Mitigation measures (   X     were/ _        were not) made a condition of the approval of the project. 
4. Mitigation reporting or monitoring plan (      X     was /         was not) adopted for this project. 
5. A Statement of Overriding Considerations (   X     was /         was not) adopted for this project. 
6. Findings (    X       were/               were not) made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 
 

The above identified document with comments and responses and record of project approval is available to the 
General Public at:  20 Civic Center Plaza, Santa Ana,   CA  92702 
 
 
   Executive Director  
SUSAN BRANSEN       California Transportation Commission 
Signature (Public Agency)    Date    Title   
Date received for filing at OPR: 
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