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Summary:  All state-owned toll bridges have achieved seismic safety, via either retrofit or 
replacement of structure.  Although bridge seismic safety has been achieved, project closeouts 
and follow up projects like the demolition of the old Bay Bridge are ongoing.  The following 
summarizes key issues on some of the remaining contracts: 

Self Anchored Suspension (SAS) span – 
• Contract completion is pending resolution of the discovery of water at the base of the tower.
• Two tower anchor rods have been extracted from the foundation for testing.  Some micro

cracking was observed during inspection of the second rod by electron microscope.  Testing
has not yet been completed to determine the significance of these microscopic results.  All
remaining tower anchor rods have been measured using non-destructive ultrasonic testing to
determine their status.  Out of 422 remaining rods, one rod measured six inches shorter than
expected.  The short rod was load tested and did not hold load.  It was extracted and will be
subjected to further testing.

• Initial tests in 2014 on water taken from around the anchor rods did not show any significant
levels of chloride indicating the presence of fresh water.  More recent water tests have shown
elevated levels of chloride suggesting the possibility of salt-water intrusion at some rod
locations.

• The Toll Bridge Program Oversight Committee directed Caltrans to develop a
comprehensive testing plan and protocol for the tower foundation rods, in cooperation with
the independent bolt review team, the Seismic Safety Peer Review Panel and marine
foundation experts with assistance from the Federal Highway Administration.

Dismantling of the old span - 
• Caltrans is proceeding on a number of contracts to remove the old bridge.  The main

cantilever truss and Yerba Buena detour structure have been removed and construction of the 
new eastbound on-ramp and bicycle/pedestrian path to the island is ongoing. 

• Caltrans awarded a $69.5 million contract to dismantle the 504’ and 288’ trusses back to the
Oakland shoreline.  The awarded contract was $23.5 million under the engineer’s estimate. 

Background:  Assembly Bill 144 (Statutes of 2005, Hancock) created the Toll Bridge Program 
Oversight Committee (TBPOC) to exercise project oversight and control over the Toll Bridge 
Seismic Retrofit Program.  The TBPOC is comprised of the Director of the Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans), the Executive Director of the Bay Area Toll Authority (BATA), and 
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the Executive Director of the California Transportation Commission (CTC).  The TBPOC’s 
program oversight and control activities include review and approval of contract bid documents, 
contract change orders and resolution of major project issues. 
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