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RESOLUTION NIU 14-01

RECOMMENDATION:

Submitted for transmittal to the California Transportation Commission (Commission) is the
Notice of Intent to Consider Rescinding Freeway Adoption Resolution NIU 14-01. The
Department of Transportation (Department) recommends that the Commission approve
Resolution NI1U 14-01 to initiate recycling procedures to consider rescinding a portion of the
freeway adoption for State Highway Route 12 (SR 12) in the county of Sonoma, Post

Mile T17.6/21.6 in accordance with the recommendation of the Chief Engineer.

This report describes the current status of the unconstructed freeway and support from local
agencies to rescind the freeway adoption for this portion of SR 12. The procedures for recycling,
notifying the public of the Commission’s intention to consider rescinding a freeway route
adoption, and disposing of acquired right-of-way were established by the Commission in
Resolution No. G-15, adopted on November 17, 1978, and amended on February 29, 1980.
According to the Resolution, the recycling process cannot be initiated without consent from the
Commission. With the Commission’s approval of Resolution NIU 14-01, the Department will
notify all affected local, regional and State agencies of the rescission proposal, and ask the
agencies for any additional pertinent information that might be helpful to the Commission in
making a final decision.

Recommended by: KARLA SUTLIFF
Chief Engineer

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system
to enhance California’s economy and livability”
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BACKGROUND:

There is a lack of community support to construct a freeway on a new alignment by extending
existing SR 12 through Spring Lake Park east of the city of Santa Rosa. This proposed freeway
extension remains unconstructed. Consequently, the Department is proposing to rescind the
freeway route adoption along the unconstructed portion of SR 12 from Farmers Lane to Melita
Road. Once the route rescission is approved, the Department’s responsibility is to dispose of the
excess land.

In 1934, SR 12 (old SR 51) became part of the state highway system. This route runs west to
east traversing the counties of Sonoma, Napa, Solano, San Joaquin and ends in Calaveras
County.

For the purpose of this proposed rescission, SR 12 is the portion of the corridor between the city
of Sebastopol and SR 121 just south of the city of Sonoma. This western portion of SR 12 is
located entirely within Sonoma County and is approximately 30 miles long. It traverses through
the cities of Sebastopol, Santa Rosa, and Sonoma.

While the entire SR 12 is defined as part of the California Interregional Road System, traffic
between the cities of Santa Rosa and Sonoma is mostly local. SR 12 between Santa Rosa and the
city of Sonoma is designated a State Scenic Highway.

On January 24, 1957, the California Highway Commission (CHC) adopted a resolution declaring
SR 51 (now SR 12) to be a freeway between the city of Sebastopol through Santa Rosa and the
unincorporated community of Kenwood in Sonoma County. In general the adopted freeway
alignment followed the existing SR12 alignment from the east city limits of Sebastopol to
Farmers Lane. At this location a new alignment was adopted to the east following Hoen Avenue
through Spring Lakes Park rejoining existing SR 12 at Melita Road. See Vicinity Map.

Following this adoption, the Department executed freeway agreements with the city of Santa
Rosa on August 20, 1958 and May 5, 1959; and with Sonoma County on September 29, 1958
and July 14, 1959.

The Department acquired approximately 65 parcels for construction of the adopted SR 12 east
extension along Hoen Avenue from the late 1950’s to the early 1970’s. The estimated current
market value is between $17.5 and $25 million.

In 1977 the freeway declaration on SR 12 from east of Melita Road through Kenwood
continuing to SR 121 was rescinded.

From Sebastopol to SR 101 and from SR 101 to Farmers Lane in Santa Rosa, SR 12 has been
constructed as a freeway. Existing SR 12 in the vicinity of the proposed rescission is a four-lane
conventional highway.

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system
to enhance California’s economy and livability”
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The unconstructed route segment is not needed for route continuity. Currently, SR 12 is a four-
lane conventional highway north along Farmers Lane and then east towards Kenwood. The
Department’s Transportation Concept Report (TCR) for SR 12 was finalized and signed in
January 2014. The 25-year corridor concept was developed by incorporating planning principles
of Caltrans Smart Mobility Framework (SMF). SMF provides tools and strategies to meet the
goals of Assembly Bill 32 and Senate Bill 375 on climate change and CO, emissions reduction.
The nominal 25-year facility concept for SR 12 remains a conventional highway.

In 1972 Spring Lake was created near the east end of the proposed extension. In 1973, park
facilities (roads, buildings, restrooms and other amenities) were added and in 1974, Spring Lake
Park was opened for public use. Public concerns with disturbing this environmentally sensitive
area have been expressed over the years.

There is no local agency support for the proposed freeway extension of SR 12 east of Farmers
lane in Santa Rosa. The proposed extension is not included as part of the Sonoma County
General Plan and is no longer included as part of the city of Santa Rosa General Plan.

If the Department retains the excess land, there will be ongoing maintenance costs, including
weed abatement, public dumping, and liability concerns.

With the Commission’s approval of Resolution NIU 14-01, the Department will notify all
affected local and regional agencies of the rescission proposal and ask the agencies for any
additional pertinent information that might be helpful to the Commission in making a final
decision. The Department will also notify the State Clearinghouse so that other State agencies
may be notified. Following a 60-day comment period, a follow-up meeting will be scheduled
with the Commission to present the Department’s recommendation for final disposition.

Attachments

Resolution NIU 14-01
Vicinity Map

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system
to enhance California’s economy and livability”
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Notice of Intent to Consider Rescinding Freeway Adoption
4-Son-12 PM T17.6/21.6

Resolution NIU 14-01

WHEREAS, a location for State Highway Route 12 was previously adopted and
declared a freeway on January 24, 1957, in Sonoma County between Sebastopol and
Kenwood; and

WHEREAS, the freeway declaration of a portion of the aforementioned freeway was
rescinded from east of Melita Road through Kenwood to Route 121 on July 21, 1977; and

WHEREAS, the portion the aforementioned freeway from Farmers Lane to Melita Road
through Springs Lake Park is not likely to be constructed as a State highway within the
foreseeable future because of lack of operational need, local support and funding; and

WHEREAS, retention of the freeway adoption may not be desirable and would subject
the California Transportation Commission (Commission) to possible future expense for
acquisition and maintenance of property or future expense for acquisition of property on
a hardship basis; and

WHEREAS, there is excess rights of way to dispose of.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Commission that pursuant to the
authority vested in it by law, this Commission does hereby authorize and direct the
Department of Transportation to give public notice of the Commission’s intention to
consider rescinding the freeway adoption of State Highway Route 12 in the county of
Sonoma, on the unconstructed portion of Route 12 from Farmers Lane to Melita Road,
as shown on the Route Rescission Map, and to give notice to local and regional agencies,
and other affected State agencies, of such intention; and agencies so notified are to be
requested to furnish within 60 days any additional information that the Commission
should have prior to final consideration of the Route 12 Freeway Rescission.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the existing location of State Highway Route 12
between Farmers Lane and Melita Road shall be retained and unaffected by this action.
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I am writing to express my support for the City of Cotati’s Park-and-Ride In-Lieu transfer proposal
with Caltrans. The existing Cotati Park-and-Ride lot located at 147 Joseph Way, Cotati, occupies a
large portion of the Cotati downtown area and is under-utilized. The City of Cotati and Caltrans
District 4 staff have worked together to develop a proposed in-lieu agreement to “right size” the park-
and-ride lot in Cotati and shift these unused spaces to two strategic locations in Sonoma County with
high demand. The City of Cotati would locally fund the 1-for-1 replacement spaces, and no state or
federal funds would be used. The new spaces would expand existing Petaluma Boulevard South Park-
and-Ride and create a new Park-and-Ride in north Santa Rosa at Airport Boulevard.

Through the City of Cotati General Plan and Downtown Specific Plan, the community has long
identified this area as their highest priority area for redevelopment and a key to Cotati’s future
economic well-being. The proposal will further this community vision, preserve the federal
investment in the existing Cotati Park and Ride, better position the Park-and-Ride spaces to maximize
the effectiveness of the US 101 HOV system in Sonoma County, release the State from maintenance of
the Cotati Park-and-Ride, and construct the replacement spaces with 100% local funds. In addition,
the proposal will further Cotati’s economic viability, while improving the transportation network in
Sonoma County by reducing traffic congestion and will further the State goal of greenhouse gas

emissions reductions.

Thank you for your consideration of this important project.

Sincerely,

C Mace Lo

MARC LEVINE

Assemblymember, 10" Assembly District

CC:  Bijan Sartipi, District 4 Director of the California Department of Transportation
Andre Boutros, Executive Director of the California Transportation Commission

Printed on Recycled Paper
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April 16,2014

Carl Guardino, Chairman

California Transportation Commission (CTC)
1120 N Street, Room 2221 (MS-52)
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for Cotati Park-and-Ride In-Lieu Transfer

Dear Chairman Guardino,

I write to you in support of the City of Cotati’s Park-and-Ride In-Lieu transfer proposal with
Caltrans.

The existing Cotati Park-and-Ride lot located at 147 Joseph Way, Cotati, occupies a large portion
of the Cotati downtown area and is under-utilized. The City of Cotati and Caltrans District 4 staff
have worked together to develop a proposed in-lieu agreement to “right size” the park-and-ride lot
in Cotati and shift these unused spaces to two strategic locations in Sonoma County with high
demand; Petaluma Boulevard South and north Santa Rosa at Airport Boulevard. The City of Cotati
would locally fund the 1-for-1 replacement spaces, and no state or federal funds would be used.

As the County Supervisor representing both Cotati and Petaluma I personally feel this would be a
mutually beneficial in lieu agreement which will improve the Highway 101 park-and-ride network
in Sonoma County. The existing lot in south Petaluma is currently over-utilized, with parking
overflowing on to Petaluma Boulevard South. The proposed expansion of this lot will
accommodate this need, and will provide additional space to take more vehicles off the road before
the Marin Sonoma narrows. The underutilized park-and-ride property would be relinquished to
Cotati allowing for development in accordance with the City of Cotati’s General Plan.

Through the City of Cotati General Plan and Downtown Specific Plan, the community has long
identified this area as their highest priority area for redevelopment and a key to Cotati’s future
economic well-being. The proposal will further this community vision, preserve the federal
investment in the existing Cotati Park and Ride, better position the Park-and-Ride spaces to
maximize the effectiveness of the US 101 HOV system in Sonoma County, release the State from
maintenance of the Cotati Park-and-Ride, and construct the replacement spaces with 100% local



funds. In addition, the proposal will further Cotati’s economic viability, while improving the
transportation network in Sonoma County by reducing traffic congestion and will further the State
goal of greenhouse gas emissions reductions.

As we move forward in the era of large challenges and limited resources, it is important we
promote and support innovative solutions. I respectfully request your support for the City of

Cotati’s proposal, which will be on the CTC agenda later this year.

Sincerely,

David Rabbitt
Sonoma County Supervisor, District 2

CC:  Bijan Sartipi, District 4 Director of the California Department of Transportation
«“Andre Boutros, Executive Director of the California Transportation Commission
David Glass, Mayor , City of Petaluma
John Dell ‘Osso, Mayor , City of Cotati
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