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4-SON-12 PM T17.6/21.6 
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RECOMMENDATION:     
 
Submitted for transmittal to the California Transportation Commission (Commission) is the 
Notice of Intent to Consider Rescinding Freeway Adoption Resolution NIU 14-01.  The 
Department of Transportation (Department) recommends that the Commission approve 
Resolution NIU 14-01 to initiate recycling procedures to consider rescinding a portion of the 
freeway adoption for State Highway Route 12 (SR 12) in the county of Sonoma, Post 
Mile T17.6/21.6 in accordance with the recommendation of the Chief Engineer.   

 
This report describes the current status of the unconstructed freeway and support from local 
agencies to rescind the freeway adoption for this portion of SR 12.  The procedures for recycling, 
notifying the public of the Commission’s intention to consider rescinding a freeway route 
adoption, and disposing of acquired right-of-way were established by the Commission in 
Resolution No. G-15, adopted on November 17, 1978, and amended on February 29, 1980.  
According to the Resolution, the recycling process cannot be initiated without consent from the 
Commission.  With the Commission’s approval of Resolution NIU 14-01, the Department will 
notify all affected local, regional and State agencies of the rescission proposal, and ask the 
agencies for any additional pertinent information that might be helpful to the Commission in 
making a final decision.   
 
 
 
   
Recommended by: KARLA SUTLIFF 
 Chief Engineer  
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BACKGROUND: 
 
There is a lack of community support to construct a freeway on a new alignment by extending 
existing SR 12 through Spring Lake Park east of the city of Santa Rosa.  This proposed freeway 
extension remains unconstructed.  Consequently, the Department is proposing to rescind the 
freeway route adoption along the unconstructed portion of SR 12 from Farmers Lane to Melita 
Road.  Once the route rescission is approved, the Department’s responsibility is to dispose of the 
excess land. 
 
In 1934, SR 12 (old SR 51) became part of the state highway system.  This route runs west to 
east traversing the counties of Sonoma, Napa, Solano, San Joaquin and ends in Calaveras 
County. 
 
For the purpose of this proposed rescission, SR 12 is the portion of the corridor between the city 
of Sebastopol and SR 121 just south of the city of Sonoma.  This western portion of SR 12 is 
located entirely within Sonoma County and is approximately 30 miles long.  It traverses through 
the cities of Sebastopol, Santa Rosa, and Sonoma.  
 
While the entire SR 12 is defined as part of the California Interregional Road System, traffic 
between the cities of Santa Rosa and Sonoma is mostly local.  SR 12 between Santa Rosa and the 
city of Sonoma is designated a State Scenic Highway.  
  
On January 24, 1957, the California Highway Commission (CHC) adopted a resolution declaring 
SR 51 (now SR 12) to be a freeway between the city of Sebastopol through Santa Rosa and the 
unincorporated community of Kenwood in Sonoma County.  In general the adopted freeway 
alignment followed the existing SR12 alignment from the east city limits of Sebastopol to 
Farmers Lane.  At this location a new alignment was adopted to the east following Hoen Avenue 
through Spring Lakes Park rejoining existing SR 12 at Melita Road.  See Vicinity Map.  
 
Following this adoption, the Department executed freeway agreements with the city of Santa 
Rosa on August 20, 1958 and May 5, 1959; and with Sonoma County on September 29, 1958 
and July 14, 1959. 
 
The Department acquired approximately 65 parcels for construction of the adopted SR 12 east 
extension along Hoen Avenue from the late 1950’s to the early 1970’s.  The estimated current 
market value is between $17.5 and $25 million. 
 
In 1977 the freeway declaration on SR 12 from east of Melita Road through Kenwood 
continuing to SR 121 was rescinded. 
 
From Sebastopol to SR 101 and from SR 101 to Farmers Lane in Santa Rosa, SR 12 has been 
constructed as a freeway.  Existing SR 12 in the vicinity of the proposed rescission is a four-lane 
conventional highway.   
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The unconstructed route segment is not needed for route continuity.  Currently, SR 12 is a four-
lane conventional highway north along Farmers Lane and then east towards Kenwood. The 
Department’s Transportation Concept Report (TCR) for SR 12 was finalized and signed in 
January 2014.  The 25-year corridor concept was developed by incorporating planning principles 
of Caltrans Smart Mobility Framework (SMF).  SMF provides tools and strategies to meet the 
goals of Assembly Bill 32 and Senate Bill 375 on climate change and CO2 emissions reduction. 
The nominal 25-year facility concept for SR 12 remains a conventional highway. 
 
In 1972 Spring Lake was created near the east end of the proposed extension.  In 1973, park 
facilities (roads, buildings, restrooms and other amenities) were added and in 1974, Spring Lake 
Park was opened for public use.  Public concerns with disturbing this environmentally sensitive 
area have been expressed over the years. 
 
There is no local agency support for the proposed freeway extension of SR 12 east of Farmers 
lane in Santa Rosa.  The proposed extension is not included as part of the Sonoma County 
General Plan and is no longer included as part of the city of Santa Rosa General Plan. 
 
If the Department retains the excess land, there will be ongoing maintenance costs, including 
weed abatement, public dumping, and liability concerns. 
  
With the Commission’s approval of Resolution NIU 14-01, the Department will notify all 
affected local and regional agencies of the rescission proposal and ask the agencies for any 
additional pertinent information that might be helpful to the Commission in making a final 
decision.  The Department will also notify the State Clearinghouse so that other State agencies 
may be notified.  Following a 60-day comment period, a follow-up meeting will be scheduled 
with the Commission to present the Department’s recommendation for final disposition. 
 
 
Attachments 
 
Resolution NIU 14-01 
Vicinity Map 



 
 
 

CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Notice of Intent to Consider Rescinding Freeway Adoption 
4-Son-12 PM T17.6/21.6 

 
 

Resolution NIU 14-01 
 
WHEREAS, a location for State Highway Route 12 was previously adopted and 
declared a freeway on January 24, 1957, in Sonoma County between Sebastopol and 
Kenwood; and 
 
WHEREAS, the freeway declaration of a portion of the aforementioned freeway was 
rescinded from east of Melita Road through Kenwood to Route 121 on July 21, 1977; and 
 
WHEREAS, the portion the aforementioned freeway from Farmers Lane to Melita Road  
through Springs Lake Park is not likely to be constructed as a State highway within the 
foreseeable future because of lack of operational need, local support and funding; and 
 
WHEREAS, retention of the freeway adoption may not be desirable and would subject 
the California Transportation Commission (Commission) to possible future expense for 
acquisition and maintenance of property or future expense for acquisition of property on 
a hardship basis; and 
 
WHEREAS, there is excess rights of way to dispose of. 
   
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Commission that pursuant to the 
authority vested in it by law, this Commission does hereby authorize and direct the 
Department of Transportation to give public notice of the Commission’s intention to 
consider rescinding the freeway adoption of State Highway Route 12 in the county of 
Sonoma, on the unconstructed portion of Route 12 from Farmers Lane to Melita Road,  
as shown on the Route Rescission Map, and to give notice to local and regional agencies, 
and other affected State agencies, of such intention; and agencies so notified are to be 
requested to furnish within 60 days any additional information that the Commission 
should have prior to final consideration of the Route 12 Freeway Rescission. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the existing location of State Highway Route 12 
between Farmers Lane and Melita Road shall be retained and unaffected by this action.  
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