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To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS 
  

CTC Meeting: August 6, 2013   

 Reference No.: 2.2a. (1)  
 Action  

 
 
 

From:  ANDRE BOUTROS 
 Executive Director 

 

 
Subject: NOTICE OF PREPARATION – ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE 

INTERSTATE 680 (I-680) HIGH OCCUPANCY VEHICLE (HOV) DIRECT ACCESS RAMPS 
PROJECT  

 

ISSUE:  
 

Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, provide comments in response to the Notice of 
Preparation (NOP) that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) will be prepared for the I-680 HOV 
Direct Access Ramps Project?  

 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 

Staff recommends that the Commission make no comments regarding the environmental issues 
to be addressed in the EIR for this project; however Staff recommends that a letter be sent to the 
Department that states the following: 
 
 

− The Commission has no comments with respect to the project’s purpose and need, the 
alternatives to be studied, the impacts to be evaluated, and the evaluation methods used.  

− The Commission recommends that the Department and its partners identify and secure the 
necessary funding to complete the project. 

− If, in the future, funds or other actions under the purview of the Commission are anticipated, 
notification should be provided to the Commission as a Responsible Agency.  

 
BACKGROUND:   

 

The Department is the designated CEQA Lead Agency responsible for the environmental review 
of these projects. For project summary information, please see the Department’s memorandum 
included as agenda item 2.2a. (1). 
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From:  STEVEN KECK 
 Acting Chief Financial Officer  

Prepared by:      Katrina Pierce 
 Division Chief 
                                Environmental Analysis 

 

Subject:  NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT  
  

The California Department of Transportation (Department) recommends that the California 
Transportation Commission (Commission), as a responsible agency, review and comment at the 
August 2013 Commission meeting on the following Notice of Preparation (NOP): 
 
ISSUE: 
 
• 04-CC-680, PM R4.8/R7.3, Interstate 680 (I-680) in Contra Costa County.  Construct 

High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) on and off-ramps on I-680 in the city of San Ramon. 
 

PROGRAMMING: 
 

The proposed project in Contra Costa County would construct High Occupancy Vehicle on- and 
off-ramps and auxiliary lanes on I-680 between Bollinger Canyon Road and Crow Canyon Road 
in the city of San Ramon.  The project is not fully funded.  The project is funded through the 
environmental phase with local funds.  Funds for construction may be requested from the 
Commission in the future.  The total estimated cost is $102,000,000 for capital and support.  
Depending on the availability of funds, construction is estimated to begin in Fiscal Year  
2017-18. 
 
ALTERNATIVES BEING CONSIDERED: 
 
Alternatives for the project include: 
 
• Alternative 1 – North Canyon Alternative.  This alternative would construct direct on- and 

off-ramps from the I-680 median HOV lanes in both northbound and southbound directions, 
at a replaced Norris Canyon Road Overcrossing. 

 
• Alternative 2 – Executive Parkway Alternative.  This alternative would construct direct on- 

and off-ramps from the I-680 median HOV lanes in both northbound and southbound 
directions, at a new overcrossing.  

 
• Alternative 3 – No-Build (No-Project). 

  



CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS Reference No.:  2.2a.(1) 
CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION August 6, 2013 

 Page 2 of 2 
 

“Caltrans improves mobility across California” 

 
 

POTENTIAL SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: 
 
• Aesthetics 
• Transportation/Traffic 

 
Based on the potential for significant impacts to the areas listed above and anticipated public 
controversy, an Environmental Impact Report is being prepared for the project. 
 

 
Attachments  
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