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California Transportation Commissioners May 1, 2013

Via email: douglas.remedios@dot.ca.gov

Dear Commissioners,

Upcoming on May 7™ you will be meeting in Los Angeles to decide on an additional
funding allocation of $54 million for the over $200 million 6-mile Phase One two-lane
Willits Bypass on Highway 101 in Mendocino County. The plan for the Willits Bypass
will cost approximately quadruple that of equivalent highway construction, and is being
built to move a mere 8,000 vehicles per day around the small town of Willits (pop.
5,000). This is an opportune time to have some of these hundreds of millions of dollars
reallocated to higher priority transportation projects.

We are aware that the Los Angeles County Regional Transportation Authority and
many others around the state have important highway funding needs. They are expected
to either wait for years in line for their far higher priority projects or advance millions
of dollars and hope for reimbursement under AB 3090 to accomplish their
transportation needs.

The Caltrans proposal for the Willits Bypass was already denied funding by the
California Transportation Commission in 2007. Since that time political lobbying has
moved this ill-conceived project forward, though the price tag has steadily increased
while regional traffic volumes have not. In fact, Phase Two Highway 101 Willits
Bypass, if funded would cost another $100 million or more. At a total cost of over $300
million dollars for a minuscule traffic issue does not make good governance Please see
the Caltrans webcam just north of Willits on Highway 101: :
www.dot.ca.gov/dist1/d1tmc/1_cam.php?cam=27 There are only a few vehicles
heading north, at most, and half of them would not use the Willits Bypass, since they
are either coming from Willits, or Highway 20/Fort Bragg on the coast.
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There is mounting opposition to the project including a lawsuit filed in Federal Court
last year by the Center for Biological Diversity, Sierra Club and local environmental
groups. The bypass construction and mitigation would take over one thousand acres of
farmland out of production, and local, State and Federal agencies are still working on
mitigation issues for this sensitive wetland area in Little Lake Valley where endangered
Coho, Chinook and Steelhead spawn. Recently, the Pacific Coast Federation of
Fisherman's Associations and the Sherwood Valley Tribe have expressed opposition to
the project.

-We believe there are sound alternative proposals to improve traffic flow through the
Willits Highway 101 corridor at significantly less cost, freeing up the bulk of
transportation funding for projects of demonstrably greater need in California. Voters
and motorists deserve to have our limited transportation monies allocated where the need
is greatest, and in a responsible manner. !

We urge you to encourage these highway funding dollars which might be allocated to
the Willits Bypass Project to be instead directed to much more worthy and necessary
projects in other districts.

Pléasé do not hesitate to contact me if further information on this issue would be
 helpful. Thank you. -.

Most sincerely, .5
Cynthia Raiser Jeavons
Save Little Lake Valley
5798 Ridgewood Road
Willits, California
(650) 883-9781

i

cc: Senator Noreen Evans
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lan Conlan To

"ctc@dot.ca.gov" <ctc@dot.ca.gov>
<ianconlan@ymail.com>

cc
05/02/2013 02:59 PM b
Please respond to <
lan Conlan Subject Public comment: Willits bypass
<iancon!an@ymail.com>m

./ & This message has been replied to. - o

To whom it does concern,

Please do not fund the Willits Bypass Project. It is a waste of taxpayer’s money and will not
relieve traffic congestion. Our population is falling, not growing. The money would be hetter
used elsewhere: re-replacing the cheap bolls installed on the Golden Gate bridge.

Thank you for your time.
Tan.
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jamie chevalier To <ctc@dot.ca.gov>
<vinegarweed@gmail.com>

05/02/2013 01:52 PM

CcC

bcec

Subject  Public comment:Willits Bypass

Sy + rm g e e i

" P This message has been replied to.

Dear Sirs,

Thank-you for this opportunity to comment on the Willits Bypass.

I believe it is a waste of taxpayer's money. I'm sure there are much more deserving projects in
more populated areas of the state. Our population is not increasing and owur traffic flows are
decreasing.101 north of Willits is empty, even at times that should be rush hour.

Your action to de-fund the project 2 years ago was the right one. Please do not let this
ill-conceived project go forward.

Thank-you,

Jamie Chevalier

707-459-9125



Julie - To "ctc@dot.ca.gov” <ctc@dot.ca.gov>
<taasoo@hotmail.com>

05/02/2013 01:40 PM

ole-
bee
Subject Comment on Willits Bypass Project

HlStory DA This m.'és's'ag;e has been ;re}jﬁé'é" to. :

Dear Transport Commission,

Please do not fund the Willits Bypass Project. It is a waste of taxpayers' money and will not
relieve traffic congestion. Our population is falling, not growing. | believe this money would be

better used elsewhere.
Sincerly,

J. Castillo
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May 2, 2013

California Transportation Commission

Mr. James Ghielmetti, Chair S
Mr. Andre Boutros, Executive Director

Mr. Douglas Remedios, Assistant Director

By Fax (916) 653-2134

Dear Gentlernen, .
This Tuesday May 7, 2013 the California Transportation Cammission (CTC) is considering the

Willits Bypass (Agenda ltem 132) to allocate an additional $31 million for project mitigation. This
money should not be allocated for the {ollowing reasons: X

Project is Unneeded

Population and traffic have remained flat over at least the past 20 years. Traffic volumes
just north of Willits  (which will continue to be adequately handled on a two-lane highway) have
an annual average of 8,000 vehicles per day, with a peak hourly traffic. heading north of 860
vehicles in one hour in the summer months. It was either the annual Harley Davidson Biker Run
or Reggae on the River both located in Southern Humboldt County to the north. Please see the
Caltrans webcam just north of Willits: www.dot.ca.qov/dist1/d 1tme/1 cam.php?ecam=27 About
half of the few vehicles that are heading north on an average day would not use the Willits
Bypass, which has no interchange with Highway 20 to the west, since many vehicles are either
cormning from Willits, Brooktrails or from the Fort Bragg area on the coast.

Project is Wasteful

There are sound alternatives to improve traffic flow through the Willits Highway104 %
corridor at significantly fess cost, freeing up the bulk of transportation funding for highdr pRatity
projects in ‘ ’
California, Phase | of this proposed project, which completes only two Janes of the eventually
planned 4- lane freeway. is slated to cost $210 milllon. In fact, the Phase II Highway 101 willits
Bypass, if funded for the additional two lanes would cost another $100 million or more.
California citizens and taxpayers deserve to have their funds go to the highest priority and most
cost-effective transportation projects. Please do naot fund this unneeded and wasteful project.

-

Thank you for your consideration.

e e — sy = = Py -
Ry RECD BY CTC |
Brian J Weller E porgpe | l
24375 Birch Drive % ‘ U~ 810

Willits, CA 95400
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May 2, 2013

California Transportation Commission (CTC)

Mr. James Ghielmerti, Chair '

Mr. Andre Boutros, Executive Director

Mr. Douglas Remedios, Assistant Director “ :
%

Dear Sirs,

Tam a resident of Willits, Californja. 1wish to call your attention to an urgent matter on the May 7,

2013 CTC Agenda regarding the Willits Bypass (Agenda Item 1.32) allocating an additional $31

million for the project. This money should not be allocated for the following reasons.

(1) The Project is Unnecessary. The growth factors and traffjc projections underlying Caltrans
Bypass proposal are seriously flawed and out-dated. Traffic volumes have remained absolutely flat

over arJeast the past 20 years. Population growth in this region is also nearly flat. Traffic volumes
just north of Willits-(which will cantinue to be adequately handled on a two-lane highway) average
8,000 vehicles per day. Even if we experienced some modest growth in pupulation and traffic over
the next 20 years, we would not reach volumes that justify a 4-lane freeway for many decades, if
ever, N '

(2) The Project Wastes Tagpavérs Funds: Phase I of this proposed project, which completes only
twa lznes of the eventually-plarmed 4-lane freeway, is slated to cost $210 million, After including
Interest on use of bond funding, the cost will be at Jeast double. Factoring in likely 20% cost-
overruns, the true cost is closer to a half billion dollars! For only a 2-lane half-a-freeway, the cost
per mile is estimated to be about four times the cost of average freeways elsewhere in

California. “There are better ways to spend the funds than for an unneeded Bypass in the small.
town of Willits. oo
(3) The Proiect is Destructive of Natural Resources: The project will have irreversible a@er’&e
impacts on farmland, wetlands and unique and endangered habitats in Little Lake Valley™The
project entails the largest wetland fill in northern California in over 50 years. It will install 55,000
“wick drains” to dewater and compact fill areas, with unknown impacts on, valley hydrology, wells,
and flooding. It puts 2,000 acres of farmland under Caltrans management, taking at least 400 acres
out of production. i

(4) Better Alternati vailable:. We believe there are sound alternative proposals to improve
traffic flow through the Willits Highway 101 corridor at significantly less cost, freeing up the bulk of
transportation funding for projects of demonstrably greater need in California. Voters, taxpayers
and motorists deserve to have our limited transportation monies allocated where the need is
greatest, and in a responsible manner.

Sincercly,
- » PR £
e F,,.m‘?" ey M \‘
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TabUY—" \
Mrs. Freddie Long h_. “; ‘éﬁﬁ;};ﬁw—“ 2% & \
24378 Birch Drive ' L X o Y _—
Willits, CA 95490




U5/7U02/72013 14:2Z3 FAX wuvl/uuy .

Wey 7, 2012

FAX TO: California Transportation Commission (CTC) 4l6— 653-2 134
Mr. James Ghielmetti, Chair
Mr. Andre Boutros, Executive Director
Mr. Douglas-Remedios, Assistant Director

Dear Sirs,

I am a resident of Willits, California. I wish to call your aitention to an urgent matter on the May 7, 2013
CTC Agenda regarding the Willits Bypass (Agenda Item 132) allocating an additional $31 million for the
project. This money should not be allocated for the following reasons.

(1) Ihe Project is Unnegessarv, The growth factors and traffic projections underlying Caltrans Bypass
proposal are seriously flawed and out-dated, Traffic volumes have remained absolutely flat over at least the

past 20 years, Population growth in this region is also nearly flat. Traffic volumes just north of Willits
(which will continue to be adequately handled on a two-lane highway) average 8,000 vehicles per day. Even

if we experienced some modest growth in population aund traffic over the next 20 years, we would not reach
volumes that justify a 4-lane freeway for many decades, if ever.

(2) _The Project Wastes Taxpavers Funds: Phase I of this proposed project, which completes only two lanes
of the eventually-planned 4-lane freeway, is slated to cost $210 million. After including interest on usc of
bond funding, the cost will be at lcast double, Factoring in likely 20% cost-overruns, the true cost is closer
to a half billion dollars! For only a 2-lane half-a-frecway, the cost per mile is estimated to be about four
times the cost of average freeways elsewhere in California. There are better ways to spend the funds than
for an unnecded Bypass in the small town of Willits.

3) MMWBM& The project will have irreversible adverse impacts on

_ farmland, wetlands and unique and endan;,ered habitats in Little Lake Valley. The project entails the largest

wetland fill in northern California in over 50 years. It will install 55,000 “wick drains” to dewater and
compact fill areas, with unknown impacts on valley hydrology, wells, and flooding. It puts 2,000 acres of
farmland under Caltrans management, taking at least 400 acres out of production.

(4) Better Alternatives Are Available:, We believe there are sound alternative proposals to improve traffic
flow through the Willits I-Ilghway 101 corridor at significantly less cost, freeing up the bulk of
transportation funding for projects of demonstrably greater need in California. Voters, taxpayers and
motorists deserve to have our limited transportation monies allocated where the need is greatest, and in a
responsible manner.
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rebecca champion To <ctc@dot.ca.gov>
<beccachampion@gmail.co
m>
05/02/2013 09:46 AM bee

Subject Willits bypass

cc

Mr. James Ghielmetti, Chair
Mr. Andre Boutros, Executive Director
Mr. Douglas Remedios, Assistant Director

Dear Sirs,

I 'am a resident of Willits, California. I wish to call your attention to an urgent matter on the May?7, 2013 CTC
Agenda regarding the Willits Bypass (Agenda Item 132) allocating an additional $31 million for the project. This
money should not be allocated for the following reasons

(1) The Project is Unnecessary. The growth factors and traffic projections underlying Caltrans Bypass proposal are
seriously flawed and out-dated. Traffic volumes have remained absolutely flat over at least the past20 years.
Population growth in this region is also nearly flat Traffic volumes just north of Willits (which will continue to be
adequately handled on a two-lane highway) average 8,000 vehicles per day. Even if we experienced some modest
growth in population and traffic over the next20 years, we would not reach volumes that justify a4-lane freeway for
many decades, if ever.

(2) _The Project Wastes Taxpavers Funds: Phase I of this proposed project, which completes only two lanes of the
eventually-planned 4-lane freeway, is slated to cost $210 million. After including interest on use of bond funding the
cost will be at least double. Factoring in likely 20% cost-overruns, the true cost is closer to a half billion dollars! For
only a 2-lane half-a-freeway, the cost per mile is estimated to be about four times the cost of average freeways
elsewhere in California  There are better ways to spend the funds than for an unneeded Bypass in the small town of
Willits.

(3) The Project is Destructive of Natural Resources: The project will have itreversible adverse impacts on farmland
wetlands and unique and endangered habitats in Little Lake Valley. The project entails the largest wetland fill in
northern California in over 50 years. It will install 55,000 “wick drains” to dewater and compact fill areas with
unknown impacts on valley hydrology; wells, and flooding. It puts 2,000 acres of farmland under Caltrans
management, taking at least 400 acres out of production.

(4) Better Alternatives Are Available:. We believe there are sound alternative proposals to improve traffic flow
through the Willits Highway 101 corridor at significantly less cost, freeing up the bulk of transportation funding for
projects of demonstrably greater need in California Voters, taxpayers and motorists deserve to have our limited
transportation monies allocated where the need is greatest, and in a responsible manner.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Champion
1650 Daphne Dr
Willits, Ca, 95490




rebecca champion To <ctc@dot.ca.gov>

<beccachampion@gmail.com -
>

05/02/2013 09:47 AM bce
Subject Willits Bypass

Mr. James Ghielmetti, Chair
Mr. Andre Boutros, Executive Director
Mr. Douglas Remedios, Assistant Director

Dear Sirs,

I am a resident of Willits, California. I wish to call your attention to an urgent matter on the May7, 2013 CTC
Agenda regarding the Willits Bypass (Agenda Item 132) allocating an additional $31 million for the project. This
money should not be allocated for the following reasons

(1) The Project is Unnecessary. The growth factors and traffic projections underlying Caltrans Bypass proposal are
seriously flawed and out-dated. Traffic volumes have remained absolutely flat over at least the past20 years.
Population growth in this region is also nearly flat Traffic volumes just north of Willits (which will continue to be
adequately handled on a two-lane highway) average 8,000 vehicles per day. Even if we experienced some modest
growth in population and traffic over the next20 years, we would not reach volumes that justify a4-lane freeway for
many decades, if ever.

(2) The Project Wastes Taxpayers Funds: Phase I of this proposed project, which completes only two lanes of the
eventually-planned 4-lane freeway, is slated to cost $210 million. After including interest on use of bond funding, the
cost will be at least double. Factoring in likely 20% cost-overruns, the true cost is closer to a half billion dollars! For
only a 2-lane half-a-freeway, the cost per mile is estimated to be about four times the cost of average freeways
elsewhere in California  There are better ways to spend the funds than for an unneeded Bypass in the small town of
Willits.

(3) The Project is Destructive of Natural Resources: The project will have irreversible adverse impacts on farmland,
wetlands and unique and endangered habitats in Little Lake Valley The project entails the largest wetland fill in
northern California in over 50 years. It will install 55,000 “wick drains” to dewater and compact fill areas with
unknown impacts on valley hydrology, wells, and flooding. It puts 2,000 acres of farmland under Caltrans
management, taking at least 400 acres out of production.

(4) Better Alternatives Are Available:. We believe there are sound alternative proposals to improve traffic flow
through the Willits Highway 101 corridor at significantly less cost, fresing up the bulk of transportation funding for
projects of demonstrably greater need in California Voters, taxpayers and motorists deserve to have our limited
transportation monies allocated where the need is greatest, and in a responsible manner.

Sincerely,

Eric Champion
1650 Daphne Dr
Willits, Ca, 95490




Donna Schindel To <ctc@dot.ca.gov>
<trainsinger@pacific.net>

05/01/2013 11:16 AM

cC

bce

Subject Stop the Willits Bypass

r < History: = " = Thig message has been replied to. - R e S B

On May 2 & 3, a delegation from Save Our Little Lake Valley, in Willits, California will travel to
Sacramento to meet with elected officials and government agencies to enlist their help to stop
the proposed Caltrans Willits Bypass project on California Highway 101. Traffic on Highway 101
through Willits has not met projected expectations.

Phase One of this proposed project, which completes only two lanes of the eventually planned
4-lane freeway, is slated to cost $210 million. After including interest on use of bond funding,
the cost could be at least double. Factoring in possible 20% cost-overruns, the true cost could
be closer to a half billion dollars! For only a 2-lane half-a-freeway, the cost per mile is
estimated to be about four times the cost of average freeways elsewhere in California.
Meanwhile, the State highway system has an estimated $300 billion shortfall for the
transportation systems infrastructure maintenance and repairs.

[ urge you to please take time to listen to the concerns of our community. There are
alternative solutions that could better serve us and allow money to be used where it is really
needed.

This project is potentially devastating to the Little Lake Valley environment . This valley was
once a teeming wetland, home to migratory birds and salmon, Pomo villages, vast herds of
Tule Elk and more. Much of the original wetland here in Willits valley has already been drained
for ranching. California once had five million acres of wetlands and that number has dwindled
to approximately 370,000. Now, Caltrans is asking for the largest wetlands fill permit to be
issued in California in over fifty years. If the Caltrans project proceeds, 55,000 wick drains will
be installed then covered by millions of cubic yards of fill, to drain an area which acts as a
collection point for three critical anadromous creeks that flow through the valley. It is then
drained by Outlet Creek, a tributary of the Eel River. Qutlet Creek is an important spawning
ground for steelhead, Chinook and Coho salmon and is the longest remaining run for these fish,
in the state. This fishery is already endangered, please do not risk this valuable resource, This
plan is outdated and unnecessary. Please help stop the Caltrans Willits Bypass.

Sincerely, Donna Schindel '
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Bob Whitney, M.A,

Economic
& Environmental
Pl ing

May 1, 2013

California Transportation Commission
Mr. James Ghielmetti, Chair

Mr. Andre Boutros, Executive Director
Mr. Douglas Remedios, Assistant Director

By Fax (916) 653-2134

Dear Gentlemen,

This Tuesday May 7, 2013 the California Transportation Commission (CTC) is considering the
Willits Bypass (Agenda Item 132) to allocate an additional $31 million for project mitigation. This
money should not be allocated for the following reasons:

Project is Unneeded

Population and traffic have remained flat over at least the past 20 years. Traffic volumes just north of Willits
(which will continue to be adequately handled on a two-lane highway) have an annual average of 8,000 vehicles per
day, with a peak hourly traffic heading north of 860 vehicles in one hour in the summer months, It was either the
annual Harley Davidson Biker Run or Reggae on the River both located in Southern Humboldt County to the north.
Please see the Caltrans webcam just north of Willits: www.dot.ca.gov/dist1/d1tme/1 cam.php?cam=27
About half of the few vehicles that are heading north on an average day would not use the Willits Bypass, which has
no interchange with Highway 20 to the west, since many vehicles are either coming from Willits, Brooktrails or from
the Fort Bragg area on the coast.

Project is Wasteful

There are sound alternatives to improve traffic flow through the Willits Highway 101 corridor at
significantly less cost, freeing up the bulk of transportation funding for higher priority projects in
California. Phase I of this proposed project, which completes only two lanes of the eventually planned 4-
lane freeway, is slated to cost $210 million. In fact, the Phase II Highway 101 Willits Bypass, if funded
for the additional two lanes would cost another $100 million or more.

California citizens and taxpayers deserve to have their funds go to the highest priority and most
cost-effective transportation projects. Please do not fund this unneeded and wasteful project. Thank you
for you consideration.

et vt st o
Sincerely, ;_‘,’_;, é: {:\ i D N e
1144 BobWhitney | et el
34 Mﬂﬁ{?, 2013.05.01 [
22:02:12 -07'00" S Rl
| LIRS B 0 Ny il
Bob Whitney ? jJ

(707) 459-3906 23801 Iris Terrace Brooktrails Township, CA 95490




Mr. Janes Ghiclineti, Clir
Me. Andre Doutros, Executive Director

Me. Douglus Nemedioy, Assistont Director

Dear Sirs,

1 ant a resident oF Willits, California. { wishi Lo &l your oleation to e urgent matter on the May 7, 2003 CTC Agenda nagarding Uie Willits Bypass (Agenda New 132) allocaling ow edditional 331
milliun for the praject. This meiy should rot be allucated for the following reisons.

(1) Th Projeet i Unnecossary. The greneth Taelons aud wallie projections undurlying Cultrans Byptess proposal are seriously awed ind out-dated. Tratlic volmnes bave femained ubsolutely Tab uver
at Jepst the past 20 years. Populatiun growth iu this region is alse renrly flat Tl volumes just nocth uf Willits (which will continue o by advquately Indled on u two-fane highway) average £,400
velticlos pur day. Even il we experienced sonte wodest growth in population sind taflic ovar the next 20 years, we wouhd not reach velumes fhat justity o -lane feeway Tor muny decades, ifever.

(2) Zhe Project Wastes Taxpuvers Fondy, Phase | of 1lis proposed project, which completes enly two laucs of e evemually-planned 4-lune feowoy, i slaled W cost $200 million. Alier including
interest ou use of benel fuading, Use cost will be at least double, Vacloring wely 20% cost-ovenis, e Wue cost is closer o 2 halC billion dollurs! For oaty o 2-lane half-a-freeway, the cost per mile
is extimated to be abuut four limes i cost ol uverage reeways elsowhere in California. There ane better ways (o spend (e funds (han for 2n wineeded Bypass in the small town of Willits,

{3} The Proijoet o+ Desinuetive of Naturl Resources: The project will have irreversible adverse imgucts on formland, weilzods and wnigu and enchangerad Lubitats in Litls Lake Valley. The project
cntails the lareost wetland fll i northens Califonsia i wver SO vears, 10 will instal] 55,000 wick drains™ W dewster and compact G arvas, with unknowa fmpacts on valley hydrology, wells, and
Hooding. It puts 2,000 acros of Farmfand wader Caltraes mavogewment, taking a¢ loust 40 aeres uub of production.

(1) Beter Altemptives Arg Aviilable, We believe there are suund allemative groposals 1o improve taetTic low trough the Willils Highway VN coridorat significantly less cost, lreving up the bulk
of Lranspartation fusding Tor prajects of demenstrably grosier need in Californin, Yoters, taspayens ol motorists desttve (o have our linited transportation mettics wllocated whees Uie need i preziest,
and 1 a cesponsible wanner.

Sincerely, June Hemander. [ atd video grodueer
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Gh%lamasjlhielmetti. Chair o o
. Andre Boutros, Executive Dxrecttfr) Rzl ;j =Y O 19

%
Mr. Douglas Remedios, Assistant Director g |
Dear Sirs, &m Wé 50-‘01)’(’0‘3 y _

I am a resident of Willits, California. I wish to call your attention
to an urgent matter on the May 7, 2013 CTC Agenda regarding the
Willits Bypass (Agenda Item 132) allocating an additional $31
million for the project. This money should not be allocated for the
following reasons.

(1) The Project is Unnecessary. The growth factors and traffic
projections underlying Caltrans Bypass proposal are seriously
flawed and out-dated. Traffic volumes have remained absolutely
flat over at least the past 20 years. Population growth in this region
1s also nearly flat. Traffic volwmes just north of Willits (which will
continue to be adequately handled on a two-lane highway) average
8,000 vehicles per day. Even if we experienced some modest
growth in population and traffic over the next 20 years, we would
not reach volumes that justify a 4-lane freeway for many decades,
if ever.

(2) The Project Wastes Taxpayers Funds: Phase I of this proposed
project, which completes only two lanes of the eventually-planned
4-lane freeway, is slated to cost $210 million. After including
intetest on use of bond funding, the cost will be at least double.
Factoring in likely 20% cost-overruns, the true cost is closer fo a
half billion dollars! For only a 2-lane half-a-freeway, the cost per
mile is estimated to be about four times the cost of average
freeways elsewhere in California. There are better ways to spend
the funds than for an unneeded Bypass in the small town of Willits.

(3) The Project is Destructive of Natural Resources: The project
will have irreversible adverse impacts on farmland, wetlands and



unique and endangered habitats in Little Lake Valley. The project
entails the largest wetland fill in northern California in over 50
years. It will install 55,000 “wick drains” to dewater and compact
fill areas, with unknown impacts on valley hydrology, wells, and
flooding. It puts 2,000 acres of farmland under Caltrans
management, taking at least 400 acres out of production.

(4) Better Alternatives Are Available:. We believe there are sound
alternative proposals to improve traffic flow through the Willits
Highway 101 corridor at significantly less cost, freeing up the bulk
of transportation funding for projects of demonsirably greater need
in California. Voters, taxpayers and motorists deserve to have our
limited transpottation monies allocated where the need is greatest,
and in a responsible manner.

Sincerely, Kate Black, Physician Assistant — Family Medicine

Vitthtack P < A Mesq



M. James Ghichuel, Chair
Mr. Apdre Bowtros, Exceutive Dircelor

Me. Douglos Renedios, Assistam Director

Duar Sirs,

1t o resident of Willits, Cafifornia. | wish to eall your attention 1o an uryent matter on the May 7, 2013 CTC Agendu regarding the Witlis Bypass (A genda Hem 132) llocating an adshitions) $31
auillion for the projest, ‘This monsy should not be allocatesl for the following reasons.

(1) The Projeet is Unnucessary, The growth Facters oud lraffic projections underlying Caltrans Bypass proposal aee serfously finwed aud out-dated. TeatYic volumes have nemained absolutcly flat over
at leust the pust 20 years. Populaliun growth in this region is also acarly Mal. Traffic vohuaies just st of Willits which will continue o be sdequutely hundled o n two-lne highway) average §,000
vehicles per day. Even if we experienced some modest growtls in population and taflie over the next 20 yeats, wo would not reach volumes that justily a d-lae Treeway for many deeades, if ever.

(2) The Droject Waslee Taxpavers Funds; Phase [ of this proposed project, which cumpletes unly two lanes of Iy eventuully-planted d.lane frecway, is slawed 1o cosl $200 willion, Afier fuchuding
interest o use o boud Finding, e cast will be at least double. Factering in likely 20% cost-overruns, e truc cost is closer (o  balCbillion dellacs! For only a 2-lanc half-a-reeway, e cost perniile
15 estitnated Lo be abowt four s the cust of'vverage frevways elsewhere in Calitomia, T 916 better way's o ypend the (unds than for un uimewded Bypass jn e small town of Willits.

(3) rofuct it Dyctniglive oCNpluegl Ressurees: The praject will have fmeversible sdverse impacts on Sanalund, wetlands and anique s ead: d hobitats in Litfle Lake Valley. The projeet
eolails the largest wetland Gl in northem California in over 50 years. lowill install 53,000 “wick drsins™ to dewater and eorapact Gl areas, with unknown intpeets on valley hydrology, wells, end
Rouding. [t puts ZUK acres of fanuland under Calicous managament, (eking of least 400 devey out of production,

(4 Bettor Allcraaives Arp Availobler, We believe there are sound altentative prapasals o inprove ratlic How tirough the Willils Highway 101 comridor al significuntly fiss cost, frezing up o bulk
of aspertation funding lor projeets of demonstrably preater need in Colifornin Yolors, Inxpayers nid metorists desarve s heve our limited ransportution nionies allocated where the ueed is greatest,
sl in 31 fesponsible manncr.

Finverzly, Meave O'Counor, Wellness Preiitioner
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Bethellen Levitan
Attorney at Law
1380 Exley Lane
Willits, California 95490
707 459 1542

May 1, 2013

California Transportation Commission

Mr. James Ghielmetti, Chair D (o f;_;;‘»,,{ :""’@
Mr. Andre Boutros, Executive Director ‘ 5‘;};5{’ et b C—L {
Mr. Douglas Remedios, Assistant Director . Ty
E A i y-g b
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By Fax to 916 653 2134 %__ j o E

RE: Agenda Item #132

Sirs,

On Tuesday May 7, 2013 the CTC will consider whether or not to approve an additional $31 million dollars () for
mitigation associated with Caltrans Willits Bypass project, Agenda Item 132. I am a resident of Willits, and I
wish to call your attention to some of the numerous reasons why this allacation should not be approved.

1) The Project is Unnecessary.

Growth factors and traffic projections underlying Caltrans Bypass proposal are outdated; traffic volumes
and population growth has not increased, but have remained fiat for the past 20 years.

Traffic volume on route 101 is currently adequately handled on a two-lane highway. There are no back-
ups north or south of Willits. Even with moderate grawth, a four-lane freeway would not be needed for decades.

The current backup of traffic at the railroad crossing in central Willits can easily be addressed with an
inexpensive restriping of existing traffic lanes.

A business or truck route such as that serving the City of Eureka would better serve our needs. Such a
plan would involve no loss of housing, no environmental mitigation, and cost much less than the current plan.

2) The Project Wastes Taxpayers Funds.

As currently envisioned, Caltrans plans to build a four-lane bypass around the town of Willits, destroying
much needed agricultural land, wetland headwaters, and extremely sensitive natural habitat. The design is much
larger than needed.

Phase I of this proposed project, which completes only two lanes of the eventually-planned 4-lane
freeway, is slated to cost $210 million. After including interest on use of bond funding, the cost will be at least
double. Factoring in likely 20% cost-overruns, the true cost is closer to a half billion dollars! For only a 2-lane
half-a-freeway, the cost per mile is estimated to be about four times the cost of average freeways elsewhere in
California. There are better ways to spend the funds than for an unneeded Bypass in the small town of Willits.

3) The Project is Unnecessarily Destructive of Natural Resources:
The project entdils the largest wetland fill in northern California in over 50 years! It will have
irreversibly adverse impacts on farmliand, wetlands and unique and endangered habitats in Little Lake Valley.
Among other problems, CalTrans plans to install 55,000 “wick drains” to dewater and ‘compact fill areas,
. with unknown impacts on valley hydrolegy, wells, and flooding. This area is a headwater for the Eel River, which
harbors salmon and other fish and wildlife deemed important to California’s economy.
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In addition, CalTrans tells us that the citizens of Willits and the flora and fauna of the surrounding area
will be subject to 3 years (!) of pile-driving 24/7! The impact of these constant vibrations alone will be
devastating to the health of the people, livestock, and wildlife in the area.

Further, as currently designed, the project puts 2,000 acres of vital farmlond under CalTrans
management, acreage that our economy needs to grow and presper.

4) Much Better and Less Expensive Alternatives Are Available.

A business or truck route such as that serving the City of Eureka would better serve our needs. Such a
plan has been designed and is available. It would follow existing railroad rights-of-way and would involve no loss
of housing, and no environmental mitigation, as it makes use of land that is already available. Such an approach
would certainly cost much less than the current plan, freeing up $30 miltion dollars of fransportation funding for
projects of demonstrably greater need in California.

Voters, taxpayers and motorists deserve to have our limited transportation monies allocated where the need is
greatest, and in a responsible manner. Please reign in CalTrans and stop this juggernaut before any more
damage can be done.

Please please do not fund this project.

Thank you for your consideration of the matter.

Yours truly
/4%7

Bethellen Levita
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FAX: (916) 653-2134

TO: California Transportation Commission (CTC)
Mr. James Ghielmetti, Chair

Mr. Andre Boutros, Executive Director

Mr. Douglas Remedlios, Assistant Director

Dear Sirs,

I'am not a resident of Willits, California but ] wish to call your attention to an urgent matter on the May
7,2013 CTC Agenda regarding the Willits Bypass (Agenda [tem 132) allocating an additional 531 million
for the project, This money should not be allocated for the following reasons.

(1) The Project is Unnecessary. The growth factors and traffic projections underlying Caltrans Bypass
proposal are seriously flawed and out-dated. Traffic volumes have remained absolutely flat over at least
the past 20 years. Population growth in this region is also nearly flat. Traffic volumes just north of Willits
{which will continue to be adequately handled on a two-lane highway) average 8,000 vehicles per day.
Even if we expetienced some modest growth in population and traffic over the next 20 years, we would
not reach volumes that justify a 4-lane freeway for many decades, if ever.

(2) The Project Wastes Taxpayers Funds: Phase | of this propased project, which completes only two
lanes of the eventually-planned 4-lane freeway, is slated to cost $210 million. After including interest on
use of bond funding, the cost will be at least double. Factoring in likely 20% cost-overruns, the true cost
is tloser to a half billion dollars! For only a 2-lane half-a-freeway, the cost per mile is estimated 6 be
about four times the cost of average freeways elsewhere in California. There are better ways to spend
the funds than for an unneeded Bypass in the small town of Willits.

(3) The Project is Destructive of Natural Resources: The project will have irreversible adverse impacts on

farmland, wetlands and unique and endangered habitats in Little Lake Valley. The project entails the
largest wetland fill in northern California in over 50 years. It will install 55,000 “wick drains” to dewater
and cofnpact fill areds, with unknown impacts on valley hydrology, wells, and flooding. It puts 2,000
acres of farmland under Caltrans management, taking at [east 400 acres out of production.

(4) Better Alternatives Are Available:. We believe there are sound alternative proposals to improve
traffic flow through the Willits Highway 101 corridor at significantly less cost, freeing up the bulk of
transportation funding for projects of demonstrably greater need in California. Voters, taxpayers and
motorists deserve to have our limited transportation monies allocated where the need is greatest, and
in a responsible manner,

Virginia Jaquez
PO Box 172

Greenville, CA 95947



