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Bill # Author Title Subject Description Status
SB 15 Padilla Aviation: Unmanned 

Aircraft Systems
Aeronautics This bill would, under existing civil and criminal provisions, provide that 

engaging in the prohibited activities with devices or instrumentalities affixed 
to or contained within an unmanned aircraft system is included within the 
prohibitions. With respect to the criminal provisions, the bill would impose a 
state mandated local program by changing the definition of a crime. This bill 
would also provide that an unmanned aircraft system may not be equipped 
with a weapon. This bill would define "unmanned aircraft system" for all of 
these purposes. This bill would additionally require that an application for a 
search warrant specify if an unmanned aircraft system, as defined, will be 
used in the execution of the search warrant, and the intended purpose for 
which the unmanned aircraft system will be used.

Last Action            
In Senate, read second 
time, amended, and re-
referred to Committee 

April 22, 2013          
Current Location        

Senate Committee Public 
Safety                

SB 33 Wolk and Frazier Infrastructure Financing 
Districts: Voter Approval

Funding/Financing This bill would revise provisions governing infrastructure financing districts. 
This bill would eliminate the requirement of voter approval for creation of 
the district and for bond issuance, and would authorize the legislative body to 
create the district subject to specified procedures. This bill would authorize 
the creation of such district subject to specified procedure and would 
authorize a district to finance specified actions and projects including: : 
highways, interchanges, ramps and bridges, arterial streets, parking facilities 
and transit facilities. 

Last Action            
In Senate, read third 

time, passed to Assembly 
April 11, 2013          

Current Location       
Assembly              

SB 110 Steinberg California Transportation 
Commission: Guidelines

Direct Impact to the 
Commission

This bill would establish specific procedures that the commission would be 
required to utilize when it adopts guidelines, except as specified, and would 
exempt the adoption of those guidelines from the requirements of the 
Administrative Procedures Act. Similar Bills:  SB 1348 (Steinberg, 2010) – 
Vetoed by Governor on September 30, 2010  and SB 126 (Steinberg, 2011) – 
Amended to relate to agriculture labor relations

Last Action            
In Senate, read third 

time, passed to Assembly 
April 22, 2013          

Current Location 
Assembly    

SB 408 De Leon Transportation Funds  Funding/Financing This bill relates to transportation funds available for capital improvement 
projects. This bill would provide that remaining funds are available for the 
study of, and development and implementation of, capital improvement 
projects.

Last Action            
Referred to Committee 

February 28, 2013       
Current Location Senate 

Rules Committee        
SB 444 De Leon State Highway Route 86: 

Relinquishment
Direct Impact to the 
Commission

This bill would authorize the Commission to relinquish to the cities of 
Brawley, El Centro, and Imperial and the County of Imperial, specified 
portions of State Route 86 under certain conditions. This bill redesignates a 
specified portion of such route as part of State Route 78 following 
relinquishment and requires the relinquishments to be done at no cost to the 
state, unless the Commission makes a finding of need. 

Last Action            
Referred to Committee 

April 11, 2013          
Current Location Senate 

Transportation and 
Housing Committee     
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SB 486 DeSaulnier Office of Legal Compliance 

and Ethics
Direct Impact to the 
Commission

This bill would create the Office of Legal Compliance and Ethics (office) 
within the agency and require the director of the office to organize the office 
with the approval of the audit committee, as defined. The bill would vest the 
office with responsibility for, among other things, acting to prevent and 
detect serious breaches of Department of Transportation (department) policy, 
and fraud, waste, and abuse within the department, including any acts of 
criminal conduct within the department. The bill would require the office to 
conduct internal audits of the department, and would provide that the office 
have access to specified records and personnel, and other material necessary 
to conduct audits and investigations. The bill would require the director of 
the office to report quarterly, at a noticed public hearing of the commission, 
regarding performance of and activities related to investigations and to report 
annually to the Governor and the Legislature with a summary of his or her 
investigations. The bill would require the summary to be posted on the 
agency' s Internet Web site. The bill would require the director to provide 
information and evidence relating to criminal acts to the State Auditor' s 
office and appropriate law enforcement officials and to , and refer matters for 
further civil, criminal, and administrative action to appropriate administrative 
and prosecutorial agencies, including the Attorney General.

Last Action            
In Senate, read second 
time and amended. Re-

referred to Transportation 
and Housing Committee  

April 15, 2013          
Current Location       

Senate Transportation 
and Housing Committee  

Heard in Committee 
April 30, 2013

SB 731 Steinberg Environment: California 
Environmental Quality Act

Environment States the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation revising the California 
Environmental Quality Act to, among other things, provide greater certainty 
for smart infill development. States the intent of the Legislature to provide 
funds annually to the Strategic Growth Council for the purposes of providing 
planning incentive grants to local and regional agencies to update and 
implement general plans.

Last Action             
In Senate, read second 
time and amended, re-
referred to committee 

April 23, 2013          
Current Location Senate 

Rules Committee        

SB 791 Wyland Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax: 
Rate Adjustment

Funding/Financing This bill would eliminate the requirement that the State Board of 
Equalization adjust the rate of the excise tax on motor vehicle fuel and would 
require the Department of Finance to annually calculate that rate and report 
that calculated rate to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee. Provides the 
rate for the state's next fiscal year would remain the same as the rate of the 
current fiscal year or would decrease. Provides the rate may increase upon a 
future act by the Legislature.

Last Action            
Referred to Committee 

April 11, 2013          
Current Location Senate 

Committees on 
Transportation and 

Housing and Governance 
and Finance            

Heard in Transportation 
and Housing Committee 

April 30, 2013          

Page 13 of 15



California Transportation Commission
Status of State Legislation as of 4-22-13

May 7, 2013 Commission Meeting Attachment A 

Bill # Author Title Subject Description Status
SB 810 Price California Transportation 

Financing Authority             
Franchise Tax Board

As amended, no longer 
addresses Funding/Financing 
under purview of the 
Commission

Authorizes the Franchise Tax Board to award tax credit certificates to 
exporters and importers that demonstrate they have increased their cargo 
tonnage or value through state ports and airports by specified amounts or had 
a net increase in full-time employees. Amends the Personal Income Tax Law 
and the Corporation Income Tax Law. Allows a credit against the taxes 
imposed by those laws if a taxpayer receives a tax credit certificate.

Last Action            
Withdrawn from Senate 

Committees on 
Government and Finance 
and Transportation and 
Housing, re-referred to 

Rules Committee        
April 23, 2013          

Current Location       
Senate Rules Committee

SB 811 Lara California Transportation 
Commission                          
State Highway Route 710

Direct Impact to the 
Commission                            
Project Delivery

This bill would make a non-substantive change to provisions of existing law 
creating the Transportation Commission as the successor to the Highway 
Commission. The bill would impose various requirements on the 
Department of Transportation with respect to the proposed program of 
improvements for the State Highway Route 710 Corridor in Los Angeles 
County. The bill would require a public transportation plan, comprehensive 
pedestrian and bicycle improvement elements, certain program and projects 
regarding the Los Angeles River and its tributaries, community benefits to 
schools and other facilities, certain job training, workforce development and 
hiring activities.

Last Action            
Re-referred to Committee 

April 11, 2013          
Current Location Senate 

Committees on 
Transportation and 

Housing and 
Appropriations          

SCA 1 Wyland State Auditor: Duties Direct Impact to the 
Commission

This measure would require the California State Auditor to biennially 
conduct a specified financial audit and performance evaluation of each state 
program, including the administration or oversight of that program by the 
department or agency that is responsible for the program, and submit a report 
of the results of that financial audit and performance evaluation to the 
Legislature, as prescribed. This measure would require the committee that 
considers the budget in each house of the Legislature to meet and consider 
recommendations made in each performance evaluation within 90 days of 
submission by the California State Auditor. This measure would require the 
California State Auditor to make each financial audit and performance 
evaluation available to the public on an Internet Web site and in hardcopy 
format and require the Legislature to appropriate to the California State 
Auditor's Office funds as necessary to implement these provisions

Last Action            
Re-referred to Committee 

February 7, 2013        
Current Location Senate 

Committees on 
Governmental 

Organization and 
Elections & 

Constitutional 
Amendments           
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SCA 4 Liu                   

Senate Co-Author: 
Pavley                 

Assembly Co-Author: 
Bonilla

Local Government 
Transportation Projects: 
Special Taxes: Voter 
Approval

Funding/Financing This measure would provide that the imposition, extension, or increase of a 
special tax by a local government for the purpose of providing funding for 
local transportation projects requires the approval of 55% of its voters voting 
on the proposition. This measure would prohibit a local government from 
expending any revenues derived from a special transportation tax approved 
by 55% of the voters at any time prior to the completion of a statutorily 
identified capital project funded by revenues derived from another special 
tax of the same local government that was approved by a 2/3 vote. The 
measure would also make conforming and technical, non-substantive 
changes.

Last Action            
Amended and re-referred 

to Committee           
March 19, 2013         

Current Location       
Senate Governance & 
Finance Committee      

Heard in Committee May 
8, 2013 Commission 

Adopted Position
Support position adopted 

1-8-13 Support letter 
issued       1-14-13

SCA 6 DeSaulnier Initiative Measures: 
Funding Source

Funding/Financing This measure would prohibit an initiative measure that would result in a net 
increase in state or local government costs, other than costs attributable to the 
issuance, sale or repayment of bonds, from being submitted to the electors or 
having any effect unless and until the Legislative Analyst and the Director of 
Finance jointly determine that the initiative measure provides for additional 
revenues in an amount that meets or exceeds the net increase in costs.

Last Action            
Moved to Suspense File  

April 8, 2013           
Current Location       

Senate Appropriations 
Committee             

SCA 8 Corbett Transportation Projects: 
Special Taxes: Voter 
Approval

Funding/Financing This measure would provide that the imposition, extension, or increase of a 
special tax by a local government for the purpose of providing funding for 
transportation projects requires the approval of 55% of its voters voting on 
the proposition. The measure would also make conforming and technical, non-
substantive changes.

Last Action            
Referred to Committee   

February 14, 2013       
Current Location       
Senate Rules and 

Governance & Finance 
Committees            

Heard in Governance & 
Finance Committee May 

8, 2013 Commission 
Adopted Position

Support position adopted 
1-8-13 Support letter 
issued       1-14-13
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PUBLIC NOTICE

THE PROJECT

COMMENTS

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO CONSIDER RESCINDING
FREEWAY ADOPTION

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is proposing to rescind 
the adopted freeway agreements covering a previously approved new freeway 
alignment on State Route 120 known as the Oakdale Bypass.  The boundaries of 
this project are State Highway Route 120 in the county of Stanislaus from Valley 
Home Road to 2.8 miles east of Lancaster Road.  The rescission of this freeway 
agreement will allow Caltrans to sell the parcels of land currently under 
Caltrans ownership to local governmental agencies or to other interested parties.

If you would like to make comments on the rescission proposal please submit 
them in writing no later than February 12, 2013 to Caltrans District 10, 1976 
E. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Stockton, CA  95206, Attn: Sam Sherman.  
Comments can also be submitted via email to sam_sherman@dot.ca.gov.
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                  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

  
 “Caltrans improves mobility across California” 

 

M e m o r a n d u m  
 
To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS 

CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
CTC Meeting: May 7, 2013 

 Reference No.: 2.3b.(1) 
 Action Item 

 

From:  NORMA ORTEGA 
 Chief Financial Officer 

Prepared by: Terry L. Abbott 
 Chief 
 Division of Design 

 
Subject: NEW PUBLIC ROAD CONNECTION, 08-Riv-60 PM 29.0 

RESOLUTION S-756 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Department of Transportation (Department) recommends the California Transportation 
Commission (Commission) approve the attached Resolution S-756 and map authorizing a new 
public road connection to State Route 60 at Potrero Boulevard in the city of Beaumont. 
 
ISSUE: 
 
The City of Beaumont has requested approval of a new public road connection to State Route 60.  
Pursuant to Section 100.2 of the Streets and Highways Code, no local road shall be connected with 
any freeway until the Commission adopts a resolution consenting thereto. It is recommended that the 
Commission approve the resolution in accordance with the recommendation of the Chief Engineer.  
The resolution grants approval of a new public road connection to State Route 60 at Potrero 
Boulevard in the city of Beaumont, in the county of Riverside, at Post Mile 29.0. 
 
 
 
       
Recommended by:  KARLA SUTLIFF 
 Chief Engineer 
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BACKGROUND: 
 
The City of Beaumont, in cooperation with the California Department of Transportation 
(Department), proposes to construct a new modified partial cloverleaf interchange including a bridge 
overcrossing at State Route 60 (SR 60) at Potrero Boulevard.  The Department is the Lead Agency 
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA).  

 
The project is being initiated by the City of Beaumont to mitigate increased traffic volumes in the 
area associated with future development and to implement the City of Beaumont's General Plan. 
Significant growth is anticipated in the near future in this area from approved development.  There is 
currently no access from north of SR 60 to the south except via crossing the expressway median at 
Western Knolls Avenue (East) approximately 0.5 mile east of the proposed Potrero Boulevard 
interchange.   
 
Due to potential funding issues, the project will be constructed in two phases.  Phase 1 will involve 
the construction of the Potrero overcrossing structure, installation of concrete median barrier 
throughout the project limits, and will include extending existing Potrero Boulevard, a two-lane local 
roadway, from 1,350-ft north of the SR 60 centerline to approximately 592-ft south of SR 60 
centerline.  A temporary connection will be made to existing Western Knolls Avenue, a two-lane 
frontage road located north of SR 60. No ramp connections to the SR 60 mainline will be 
constructed as part of Phase 1.  Phase 2 will involve constructing the remainder of the project to 
include eastbound and westbound on and off ramps and the realignment of the existing Western 
Knolls Avenue frontage road.  Phase 2 is anticipated to start construction in the summer of 2014. 
 
SR 60 begins at SR 10 near the Los Angeles River in the city of Los Angeles, and runs east to       
SR 215 in Riverside via Pomona.  SR 60 then continues east from SR 215 near Moreno Valley to 
SR 10 near Beaumont.  It is part of the National Highway System, Highways of National Network 
System for Federal Surface Transportation Assistance Act, and the Truck Networks on California 
State Highways.  SR 60 is a major regional freeway that provides for east-west travel movements in 
Riverside, San Bernardino, and Los Angeles Counties. SR 60 varies in width from four lanes in rural 
areas to ten lanes in urbanized areas.   
 
In its current condition the SR 60 mainline effectively acts as a physical barrier between developed 
and undeveloped lands located north and south of SR 60.  Access to existing lands (developed and 
undeveloped) within the western area of the city of Beaumont is limited to two interchanges along 
Interstate 10 at Oak Valley Parkway and Beaumont Avenue. Traffic analyses show that as growth 
increases in the western area, these interchanges as well as SR 60 and Interstate 10 would degrade in 
level of service.  The Potrero Boulevard interchange would provide a north-south crossing at SR 60 
allowing for a redistribution of traffic into and within the western area of the city of Beaumont.  The 
City of Beaumont's General Plan Circulation Element calls for the new interchange and the north-
south roadway connection to existing east-west roadways at Oak Valley Parkway and Fourth Street.  
The project would provide a new north-south roadway overcrossing at SR 60 and allow local traffic 
destined for the western area of the city of Beaumont to move across Route 60 without affecting 
mainline operations.  Additionally, the north-south crossing would reduce east-west traffic that must 
use the Oak Valley Parkway and Beaumont Avenue interchanges.  



CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS Reference No.:  2.3b.(1)  
CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION May 7, 2013 

 Page 3 of 3 
 

  
 “Caltrans improves mobility across California” 

 
 
In August 1999, the Department adopted a Route Concept Fact Sheet for SR 60 between San 
Bernardino (PM R0.0) and Riverside (PM R30.5).  The Route Concept Fact Sheet calls for 
expanding SR 60 from four lanes to eight lanes from Perris Boulevard to the Interstate 10/SR 60 
Junction.  Two of the additional lanes are planned to be High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes. 
 
The project is identified in the City of Beaumont's General Plan Circulation Element (2007) and in 
the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) 2012-2035 Regional Transportation 
Plan/Sustainable Communities (RTP/SCS).  On April 4, 2012, the Regional Council of SCAG 
adopted the RTP/SCS.  On June 4, 2012, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) found the RTP/SCS and the 2010/2011 Federal Transportation 
Improvement Plan (FTIP) (through Amendment 11-24) to conform to the applicable State 
Improvement Plan (SIP).  The design concept and scope of the project is consistent with the project 
description in the RTP/SCS (ID# RIV 050535). 
 
A Project Development Cooperative Agreement between the State and the City of Beaumont was 
approved on February 28, 2008. 
 
On September 27, 2011, the Department delegated authority to the City of Beaumont to advertise, 
award, and administer (AAA) the construction phase of Phase 1 and Phase 2.  Construction 
Cooperative Agreements between the State and City of Beaumont were approved on January 26, 
2012, (Phase 1) and March 12, 2012 (Phase 2). 
 
A Freeway Maintenance Agreement will be required.  The proposed roadway and traffic signal 
systems at the interchange ramps will be owned operated and maintained by the State after 
construction.  Maintenance costs will be shared between the City of Beaumont and State in 
accordance with the Departments’ established policies.  This agreement will be developed during the 
design phase and will be addressed in the Cooperative Agreement for the construction phase.  
 
The cost estimate for Phase 1 is $23,000,000 and the cost estimate for Phase 2 is $54,400,000.   
 
The Final Project Report was approved on March 1, 2013.  A Final Environmental Document was 
approved on March 1, 2013.  The finding of the Initial Study supports a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration under California Environmental Quality Act.  A Finding of No Significant Impact was 
issued on March 1, 2013, under National Environmental Policy Act.  The environmental document 
for this new connection is being submitted for Commission approval as a concurrent environmental 
action under Item 2.2c(21). 

 
All applicable Mandatory and Advisory Design Exceptions have been approved.  Freeway 
Agreements are currently with the City of Beaumont and the County of Riverside and should be 
executed in the very near future. 

 
Attachments 

Resolution S-756 
Location Map 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
Resolution Authorizing a New Public Road Connection 

 
8-Riv-60 PM 29.0 

 
 

Resolution S-756 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Beaumont has requested approval of a new public road 
connection on State Route 60 for Potrero Boulevard; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Initial Study with Mitigated Negative Declaration/Environmental 
Assessment with Finding of No Significant Impact was approved on March 1, 2013, in 
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, the project will have no significant impact on the human environment. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the California Transportation 
Commission that pursuant to the authority vested in it by law, this Commission does 
hereby authorize one new public road connection on State Route 60 at Potrero Boulevard 
PM 29.0, in the city of Beaumont, in the county of Riverside. 
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State of California Business, Transportation and Housing Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

M e m o r a n d u m     
 

To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS CTC Meeting: May 7, 2013 
CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 Reference No.: 2.3b.(2) 
  Action item 
 
 

From: NORMA ORTEGA Prepared by: Terry L. Abbott 
Chief Financial Officer Chief  
 Division of Design 
 
 

Subject: NEW PUBLIC ROAD CONNECTIONS, 6-KER-14 PM 48.9, 50.2, 53.5, 58.9 and 61.2 
RESOLUTION S-757  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

The California Department of Transportation (Department) recommends that the California 
Transportation Commission (Commission) approve the attached resolution S-757 and map 
authorizing new public road connections to State Route (SR) 14 (five locations) from new 
frontage roads at approximate Post Miles (PM) 48.9, 50.2, 53.5, 58.9 and 61.2.  These new 
connections are located between 1.1 miles north of Redrock Inyokern Road and 1.4 miles north 
of SR 178 East Junction in Kern County. 

ISSUE: 

The County of Kern has requested approval of five new public road connections to SR 14.  
Pursuant to Section 100.2 of the Streets and Highways Code, no local road shall be connected 
with any freeway or controlled access highway until the Commission adopts a resolution 
consenting thereto.  It is recommended that the Commission approve the resolution in 
accordance with the recommendation of the Chief Engineer.  The resolution grants approval of 
the five new public road connections to SR 14 in the county of Kern at approximate PM 48.9, 
50.2, 53.5, 58.9 and 61.2. 

 
 

  
Recommended by: KARLA SUTLIFF 

Chief Engineer 
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BACKGROUND: 
 
Due to operational and safety concerns near and north of the unincorporated community of 
Cantil, the Department is proposing improvements to SR 14 from 1.1 miles north of Redrock 
Inyokern Road to 1.4 miles north of SR 178 East Junction just south of the unincorporated rural 
community of Indian Wells (PM 46.2 to 62.0) within Kern County.  This project, referred to as 
the Freeman Gulch Four-Lane project, would include construction of frontage roads and new 
connections to SR 14 at five locations.  These new public road connections are needed to provide 
access to clusters of private parcels on both sides of SR 14 at each location.  The ultimate facility 
will be a four-lane divided controlled access highway with increased capacity and improved 
operations and safety. 

SR 14 traverses Los Angeles and Kern Counties and is included in the California Freeway and 
Expressway System.  It is functionally classified as a Rural Principal Arterial and is also 
included in the State Scenic Highway Master Plan north of Mojave.  Through Kern County, SR 
14 provides access to the communities of Mojave, California City, Inyokern, and Ridgecrest in 
addition to several other smaller rural communities.  SR 14 connecting to SR 178 is the primary 
access to the Naval Air Weapons Station at China Lake in Ridgecrest, and SR 14 connecting to 
SR 58 provides the primary access to Edwards Air Force Base.  The route facilitates the 
movement of goods and resources, services and employment within Kern County and to Mono 
County and Inyo County. 

SR 14 carries a high percentage of interstate travelers and about 21 percent of the Annual 
Average Daily Traffic consists of trucks.  SR 14 north of Mojave is included in the Subsystem of 
Highways for the Movement of Extra Legal Permit Loads (SHELL), and is designated as part of 
the national network for larger trucks under the Federal Surface Transportation Assistance Act 
(STAA).  This route is part of the National Highway System and is a High Emphasis Route in 
the Inter-Regional Road System. 

SR 14 within the project limits is an undivided two-lane conventional highway, whereas the 
portions directly south and north are four-lane controlled access highways (expressways).  The 
Department is proposing to convert the existing SR 14 within the project limits to a multilane 
expressway and provide route continuity with the existing expressway at each end of the project 
limits.  The proposed highway improvements also include construction of frontage roads and 
new connections to SR 14 at five locations.  These new connections are required to provide 
access to clusters of private parcels and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) public dirt roads.  
Currently, there are many private parcels connecting directly to the highway via driveways.  
These private parcels do not have access to any other local roads.  Additionally, there are a 
number of BLM public dirt roads, used for recreational purposes, which also have direct access 

“Caltrans improves mobility across California” 



 
CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS Reference No.:  2.3b.(2) 
CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION May 7, 2013 

Page 3 of 4 
 

to both directions of the highway.  As a result of the controlled access highway project proposal, 
the BLM roads will be modified to connect to the frontage roads and this way continue to have 
access to SR 14.  The proposed reduced number of access points to the highway would improve 
traffic operations and enhance traffic safety along SR 14 and at the SR 178 east and west 
junctions. 

 
The Freeman Gulch Four-Lane project, consisting of a conversion to a four-lane expressway 
with a wide median, has been planned with the approval of a project study report in 2001.  The 
project report was approved on October 29, 2007 and the Initial Study with Mitigated Negative 
Declaration/Environmental Assessment with Finding of No Significance Impact was approved 
on October 3, 2007.  A supplemental project report that split the project into three segments was 
approved on April 12, 2010.  The northern segment of this project, which extends from 0.5 miles 
north of the SR 178 West junction to 1.7 miles north of SR 178 East junction (PM 58.2 to 62.3), 
is the first segment proposed to be constructed and programmed for construction capital. 

The need and purpose for this project addresses lack of capacity, increasing safety concerns, and 
the lack of continuity.  Significant development is occurring at both ends of the SR 14/US 395 
corridors resulting in increased traffic volume.  SR 14 is currently operating at a Level of Service 
(LOS) of C within the project limits and if no improvements are made to this segment, the LOS 
is projected to worsen.  The concept (20 year) LOS for this route is a LOS B.  With regard to 
safety, increased traffic has increased the potential for high-speed accidents along mainline 
SR 14 caused primarily by vehicles attempting to turn onto SR 14, from the East and West 
SR 178 connections, with insufficient clear distance and are struck by higher speed through 
traffic.  Increased traffic and the lack of a passing lane can be expected to contribute to increased 
head-on type accidents as well.  Finally, the conversion to a four-lane expressway is also needed 
to achieve route continuity and match the existing four-lane facility that runs throughout the rest 
of the route. 

Involvement of the local rural community, City of Ridgecrest, Kern County, and Kern Council of 
Governments has been essential in developing the project.  During the development of the 
project report and Initial Study with Mitigated Negative Declaration (ISMND) the Department 
worked closely with the public entities and general public to evaluate alternatives.  The Draft 
ISMND was released for public review during 2006.  An opportunity for a public hearing was 
provided but through the Department’s efforts in resolving a few public comments no public 
hearing was necessary.   

Following the completion of this project, SR 14 will be a continuous 4-lane expressway along its 
entire length from its beginning at Interstate 5 in Los Angeles County through Kern County and 
along US 395 up to near Olancha in Inyo County (a distance of 150 miles).  
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A Controlled Access Highway Agreement (CAHA) was signed by the County on April 16, 2013 
and will be executed by the Department after Commission approval of the new public road 
connections.  The CAHA clearly identifies the proposed frontage roads and the five new public 
road connections to SR 14 at PM 48.9, 50.2, 53.5, 58.9 and 61.2.  Though BLM is not a 
signatory to the CAHA, the Department has coordinated with the federal agency to develop a 
general agreement on the proposed modifications and access to their public dirt roads. 
  
This request to the Commission is for the approval of the new public road connections to SR 14 
at five locations within the Freeman Gulch Four-Lane project limits.  The approval will allow the 
Department to execute the CAHA with Kern County.  The ISMND for consideration of future 
funding for the project was approved by the Commission at the April 25, 2012 meeting.   
 
 
 
Attachments: 

Resolution S-757 
Location Map 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
Resolution Authorizing a New Public Road Connection 

 
6-Ker-14 PM 48.9, 50.2, 53.5, 58.9 and 61.2 

 
 

Resolution S-757 
 
WHEREAS, the California Department of Transportation and Kern County jointly 
request approval of new public road connections to State Route 14 (five locations) from 
new frontage roads at approximate Post Miles (PM) 48.9, 50.2, 53.5, 58.9 and 61.2; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Initial Study with Mitigated Negative Declaration was approved on 
October 3, 2007, in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, the project report was approved on October 29, 2007, and a supplemental 
project report was approved on April 12, 2010; and 
 
WHEREAS, the project will have impacts on the environment that will be mitigated. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the California Transportation 
Commission that pursuant to the authority vested in it by law, this Commission does 
hereby authorize five new public road connections to State Route 14 at new frontage 
roads at approximate PM 48.9, 50.2, 53.5, 58.9 and 61.2, in the county of Kern. 
 




