
  STATE OF CALIFORNIA                      CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

 
M e m o r a n d u m 

 

To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS 
  

CTC Meeting: May 7, 2013  

 Reference No.: 2.2c.(22)  
 Action  

 
 

From:  ANDRE BOUTROS 
 Executive Director 

 

 
Subject: APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING 

FINAL  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR 
THE DOWNTOWN SAN BERNARDINO PASSENGER RAIL & DOWNTOWN TRANSIT 
CENTER PROJECT (RESOLUTION E-13-43) 

 
 

ISSUE:  
 
Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final Environmental Impact 
Report/Environmental Assessment (FEIR/EA) and Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding 
Considerations for the Downtown San Bernardino Passenger Rail and Downtown Transit Center 
Project (project) in San Bernardino County and approve project for future consideration of 
funding? 

 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that the Commission accept the FEIR/EA and Findings of Fact and Statement 
of Overriding Considerations and approve the project for future consideration of funding. 

 
BACKGROUND:    
 
The San Bernardino Associated Governments (SANBAG) is the CEQA lead agency for the 
Downtown San Bernardino Passenger Rail and Downtown Transit Center Project. The project is 
located in the City of San Bernardino.  The project will extend Metrolink regional passenger rail 
service approximately one mile east from its current terminus at the existing San Bernardino 
Metrolink Station/Santa Fe Depot (depot) to a new Metrolink commuter rail terminus proposed at 
the intersection of Rialto Avenue and E Street. The project will construct a second track, rail 
terminus and crew house, parking lots, pedestrian pathways, an overpass at the depot, an Omnitrans 
bus facility, grade crossing improvements, railroad signalization, roadway closures, drainage 
improvements, utility accommodation and implementation of safety controls.  
 
On September 5, 2013 the SANBAG board of directors approved and certified an FEIR/EA for the 
project. On October 26, 2012 after review of the EA, the Federal Transit Administration issued a 
Finding of No Significant Impact for the project. The FEIR determined that impacts related to noise 
and cultural resources would be significant and unavoidable. Specifically the project would demolish 
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properties resulting in significant adverse change to historic resources and significant noise impacts 
from rail operations are predicted to occur at existing residential structures in the vicinity of project 
improvements. Mitigation measures and/or alternatives to the proposed project that would 
substantially reduce or avoid these significant unavoidable impacts are infeasible. 

 
SANBAG adopted the FEIR/EA, Findings of Fact and a Statement of Overriding Considerations for 
the project on September 5, 2012. SANBAG found that there were several benefits that outweigh the 
unavoidable adverse environmental effects of the project.  These benefits include, but are not limited 
to, encouraging the integration of current and future passenger rail operations with other forms of 
transit in the region, accommodating forecasted ridership and providing a convenient and efficient 
transit alternative to automobile travel, improving the mobility opportunities for transit-dependent 
populations in the City of San Bernardino to employment centers in Los Angeles and Orange 
County, supporting local and regional planning foals for the development of transit corridors in the 
Inland Empire, improving safety and accessibility at the existing depot and facilitating intermodal 
transit opportunities. SANBAG established a Mitigation Monitoring Program to ensure that the 
mitigation measures specified for the project are implemented.  
 
On March 11, 2013 SANBAG provided written confirmation that the preferred alternative set forth 
in the final environmental document is consistent with the project programmed by the Commission.  

 
The project is estimated to cost $93,748,768.  The project is anticipated to be funded with State 
($41,114,768) funds, Local ($29,336,000) funds, and Federal ($23,298,000) funds. Construction is 
estimated to begin in fiscal year 2013/14.   
 
Attachment  
• Resolution E-13-43 
• Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations 
• Project Location 

 
 
 



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding  
08 – San Bernardino County 

Resolution E-13-43     
 

 
1.1 WHEREAS, the San Bernardino Associated Governments (SANBAG) has 

completed a Final Environmental Impact Report pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for the following 
project: 

 

• Downtown San Bernardino Passenger Rail and Transit Center Project  
 

1.2 WHEREAS, SANBAG has certified that the Final Environmental Impact Report 
has been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its 
implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project will extend Metrolink regional passenger rail service 

approximately one mile east from its current terminus at the existing San Bernardino 
Metrolink Station/Santa Fe Depot (depot) to a new Metrolink commuter rail terminus 
proposed at the intersection of Rialto Avenue and E Street. The project will construct a 
second track, rail terminus and crew house, parking lots, pedestrian pathways, an 
overpass at the depot, an Omnitrans bus facility, grade crossing improvements, railroad 
signalization, roadway closures, drainage improvements, utility accommodation and 
implementation of safety controls; and  
 

1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 
has considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact 
Report; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, Findings of Fact made pursuant to CEQA guidelines indicate that 

specific unavoidable significant impacts related to cultural resources and noise 
make it infeasible to avoid or fully mitigate to a less than significant level the 
effects associated with the project; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, SANBAG adopted a Statement of Overriding Considerations for the 

project; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, SANBAG adopted a Mitigation Monitoring Program for the project; 

and 
 
1.8  WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the facts 

as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the Final Environmental Impact Report, Findings of 
Fact, and Statement of Overriding Considerations and approve the above referenced 
project to allow for future consideration of funding. 
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